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Legislation Number: --~----

Date Received: 3 __,, 17 - } 5' ---~-~----

(Grand Secretary Use Only) 

Name of Code Section By-Laws, Page 28 
Article X Article Name GRAND CHAPTER COMMITTEES 
Section I Section Name GOLDEN STAR 

Now Reads: (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

F. Golden Star: This committee shall consist of three (3) members, one of whom shall be 
appointed annually for a term of three(3) years. The member having served the longest will be 
the chairman. The committee shall recognize and honor our Fifty (50) Year Members during the 
annual session of Grand Chapter. 

Delete: LAST LINE 

ADD: The committee shall: 
1. The committee shall recognize and honor our Fifty (50) Year members during the 
annual session of Grand Chapter 
2. communicate with the Worthy Grand Matron for her input 
3. communicate with the Board of Trustees with estimated expenses (Refer to Expenses, 
Article V, Sec 12 B) 
4. receive Golden Star membership list from subordinate chapters 
5. send a letter to each Golden Star inviting them to Grand Chapter 
6. obtain a list of registered Golden star members 
7. prepare introduction cards for the Grand Conductresses 
8. present a final report during Grand Chapter and electronically submit the report to the 
Grand Secretary. This report shall include the number of letters sent, number of members 
that attended the honor session, and a description of the program or method to honor 
these members. 
9. by the end of the session, submit an expense report with receipts to the Board of 
Trustees and Grand Secretary. 

Would then read: 

F. Golden Star: This committee shall consist of three (3) members, one of whom shall be 
appointed annually for a term of three (3) years. The member having served the longest will be 
the chairman. 
The committee shall: 

1. recognize and honor our Fifty (50) Year members during the annual session of Grand 
Chapter 
2. communicate with the Worthy Grand Matron for her input 



3. communicate with the Board of Trustees with estimated expenses (Refer to Expenses, 
Article V, Sec 12 B) 
4. receive Golden Star membership list from subordinate chapters 
5. send a letter to each Golden Star inviting them to Grand Chapter 
6. obtain a list of registered Golden star members 
7. prepare introduction cards for the Grand Conductresses 
8. present a final report during Grand Chapter and electronically submit the report to the 
Grand Secretary. This report shall include the number of letters sent, number of members 
that attended the honor session and a description of the program or method to honor these 
members. 
9. by the end of the session, submit an expense report with receipts to the Board of 
Trustees and Grand Secretary. 

Rationale: To clarify the duties of the Golden Star Committee. 

Submitted by 

Pauleen Grant 

Mizpah #6 

Gailyn Combs 
Boise #65 I Queen Esther #12 



Legislation Number: ;) -~---
Date Received: 3., 1"1 ')s' 

(Grand Secretary Use Only) 
Name of Code Section ARTICLE IV REVENUE Section 1. 

Page 2 

Article IV Article Name Revenue 

Section 1 Section Name 

Paragraph A 

Now reads: (write verbatim what is in the Code) 
A. The annual per capita assessment shall be $10.00 plus the General Grand Chapter assessments. 

Delete:' A'' The annuarper capita assessmentshaltbe$litO()-ptus-the-Ge11e1al-6rand Chapter --­
assessments. 

Add/Replace 

A. The annual Per Capita assessment shall be set by the Board of Trustees by August 31 of each year. 
The Grand Secretary shall communicate to the chapter secretaries the new Per Capita amount on or 
about September 1 S. This amount shall go into effect for the next calendar year Per Capita payment to 
Grand Chapter. 

Would then read: 

A. The annual Per Capita assessment shall be set by the Board of Trustees by August 31 of each year. 
The Grand Secretary shall communicate to the chapter secretaries the new Per Capita amount on or 
about September 15. This amount shall go into effect for the next calendar year Per Capita payment to 
Grand Chapter. 

Rationale: The expenses for Grand Chapter has exceeded the revenue the last few years. The Board of 
Trustees looks closely at the financial reports in detail and need to adjust income as needed to support 
Grand Chapter. 

Submitted by 
John Chamberlain #33 Vicki Chamberlain #33 



Name of Code Section: By-Law.s...ao.d Rules 
Page:12 
Articleli Article Name: &rienu.e 
Section LA 

Now Reads: 

3 Legislation Number: _____ _ 

Date Received: 3 ; / S' ,,,. ;;_5" 
(Grand Secretary Use Only) 

A. The annual per capita assessment shall be $10.00 plus the General Grand Chapter 
assessments. 

Delete letter A and replace with: 
A. The annual per capita assessment for 2026 shall be increased to $15.00(fifteen dollars) plus 

the GGC assessments; increased in 2027 by $2.50 for a total of $17.SO(seventeen dollars 
and fifty cents) plus GGC assessments; increased in 2028 by $2.50 for a total of 
$20.00(twenty dollars) plus GGC assessments; increased in 2029 by $2.50 to 
$22.50(twenty-two dollars and fifty cents) plus GGC assessments and increased in 2030 by 
$2.50 for a total of $25.00(twenty-five dollars) for 2030 plus GGC assessments. 

Rationale: 
The operating and session expenses of Grand Chapter have been increasing for several years, which 
has exceeded our revenue in the last few years. This has caused the Grand Chapter to pull money from 
our reserve account to cover some of the expenses. We have not had a per capita increase since 
2010. 

Submitted by: 

Chapter No~ ~ 



Name of Code Section BY- LAWS AND RULES 

Page 11-12, Article III Article Name ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Sections 1-4 

Now reads: (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

Legislation Number: __ lj--'-----.~ 
3 /11 '.:).~ Date Received: --------

(Grand Secretary Use Only) 

Section I. The Grand Chapter shall normally convene informally on the second Sunday in June for church service, EST ARL 
awards, Memorial Service, and Draping of the Altar. The afternoon session shall convene to honor Golden Stars, Masonic 
Youth organizations, General Grand Chapter Appointees and introduce the General Arrangements Committee. The times and 
the suggested order of business for the informal session may be modified at the discretion of the Worthy Grand Matron. 
Section 2. The informal evening session shall convene for the presentation of flags and introduction of Distinguished Guests 
and Session Assistants. The times and the suggested order of business for the informal session may be modified at the 
discretion of the Worthy Grand Matron. 
Section 3. The formal opening shall convene the following morning, at which time the Worthy Grand Matron shall see that 
the stations are properly filled, ascertain the presence of a quorum and open Grand Chapter. The signs and passes shall not be 
given during the Grand Chapter opening 
Section 4. The order of business shall be: 
A. Formal Opening 
B. Presentation of the American flag, only 
C. Introductions* 
D. Announcement of changes in Grand Officers and Standing Committees 
E. Partial Report of Registration Committee 
F. Elections (10:00 a.m.) 
G. Report of Unfinished Business Committee 
H. Worthy Grand Matron report* 
I. Worthy Grand Patron report* 
J. Grand Secretary report* 
K. Grand Treasurer report* 
L. Board of Trustees report* 
M. Benevolent Board report* 
N. Reports of Jurisprudence* 
0. Report of Standing Committees* 

P. Grand Chaplain report* 
Q. Reports of Special Committees* 
R. Other reports* 
S. The business shall be completed prior to Installation 
T. Closing, per Grand Officer Handbook 
U. Open Installation of Grand Officers, per Ritual 
V . Appointment of Standing Committees 
* May be interspersed with the order of business at the discretion of the presiding office 

DELETE: entire section 

REPLACE WITH: 

Section 1. The Grand Chapter shall convene informally at 8 AM on the second Saturday in June for 
ESTARL/Scholarship awards, to honor the Youth, Golden Stars, General Grand Chapter appointments, 
recognition of leaders of other organizations, the Memorial Service and Draping of the Altar. The times 
and the suggested order for this informal session may be modified at the discretion of the Worthy Grand 
Matron. 



Section 2. The Saturday afternoon session shall convene for the formal opening, at which time the 
Worthy Grand Matron shall see that the stations are properly filled, ascertain the presence of a quorum 
and open Grand Chapter. The signs and passes shall not be given during the Grand Chapter opening. 

Section 3. The order of business shall be: 
A. Formal Opening 
B. Presentation of the American flag, only 
C. Introductions 
D. Announcement of changes in Grand Officers and Standing Committees 
E. Partial Report of Registration Committee 
F. Elections 3 P.M. (followingformal opening) 
G. Report of Unfinished Business Committee 
H. Worthy Grand Matron report* 
I. Worthy Grand Patron report* 
J. Grand Secretary report* 
K. Grand Treasurer report* 
L. Board of Trustees report* 
M. Benevolent Board report* 
N. Jurisprudence report* 
0. Report of Standing Committees* 
P. Grand Chaplain report* 
Q. Reports of Special Committees* 
R. Other reports, as necessary* 
S. The business shall be completed prior to Installation 
T. Closing, per Grand Officer Handbook 
U. Open Installation of Grand Officers, per Ritual 
V. Appointment of Standing Committees 
*May be interspersed with the order of business at the discretion of the presiding office 

Section 4. The informal Saturday evening session shall convene for the presentation of flags and 
introduction of Distinguished Guests and Session Assistants. The times and the suggested order of 
business for the informal session may be modified at the discretion of the Worthy Grand Matron. 

Section 5. The formal opening shall convene the following morning for the continuation of business. 

Renumber the remaining sections. 

Would then read: as above 

Rationale: There has been much discussion about changing the length of Grand Chapter; this is an 
option. This reduces the cost of the session for Grand Chapter as well as to the members. This proposal 
begins with an informal session for the honor session, awards and Memorial Service; the formal opening 
session on a Saturday afternoon with elections; informal session for evening introductions and concludes 
with continuation of business and installation on Sunday afternoon. Set up times/practices can be at the 
discretion of the Worthy Grand Matron. 

Submitted by 

Mary L. Nealis, PGM 
Rob Morris #63 

Pauleen Grant 
Mizpah #6 



Name of Code Section: By Laws & Rules 

Page 30 

-
Legislation Number: - ~----

Date Received: .3 ~zJ- -;)-5 
(Grand Secretary Use Only) 

Article X Article Name: Grand Chapter Committees 

Section 3 Section Name: Session Committees 

Paragraph: A. Assistant Tellers 

Now reads: (write verbatim what is in the Code) 
Section 3. The Session Committees shall consist of as many members as deemed necessary, or as 
hereinafter provided: 
A. Assistant Tellers This committee shall consist of a minimum of twelve ( 12) members, divided into 
groups, who shall work under the direction of the Tellers Committee in collecting and tabulating the 
ballots. 

Delete: minimum of twelve (12) members 

Add: minimum of seven (7) members 

Would then read: 
Section 3. The Session Committee:s shall consist of as many members as deemed necessary, or as 
hereinafter provided: 
A. Assistant Tellers This committee shall consist of a minimum of seven (7) members, divided into 
groups, who shall work under the direction of the Tellers Committee in collecting and tabulating the 
ballots. 

Rationale: There are significantly fewer number of voting members and twelve assistant tellers are not 
needed to accomplish the task efficiently. 

Submitted by 

Jennifer Marshall Diana Bush 

Chapter No. 63/32 Chapter No. 66/8 



Legislation Number: __ 0 ____ _ 
--Date Received: J'., d Lf -J ~ 

Name of Code Section 
Pages 
Articles 

Section 
Paragraph 

Rules & Regulations - Idaho Subordinate Chapters 
35 - 38 
T CHARTERED CHAPTERS 
II CHAPTER MEETINGS 
All sections 
All paragraphs 

Now reads : (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

ARTICLE I CHARTERED CHAPTERS 

(Grand SecretaJ}' Use Only) 

Section I. The existence and authority of all Subordinate Chapters in this Grand Jurisdiction shall be evidenced by a charter or 
dispensation granted by this Grand Chapter, or a dispensation granted by the Worthy Grand Patron, attested to by the Grand Secretary 
and authenticated by the sea l of the Grand Chapter of Idaho. 

A. Every chartered Chapter shall choose a name and within thirty (30) days from the date of its granted charter, procure a 
suitable seal , bearing the name. number, and location of the chapter, and by which all its documents shall be authenticated. 

R. Each constituted chapter shall have a photo static copy of its charter filed with the Grand Secretary. 
C. There shall be eighteen ( l 8) officers, and none can be added or subtracted from this number. 
D. Every chapter is entitled lo have four (4) copies of the secret work in its possession. The secret work must not be written 

or copied as specified in the Ritual. One or more of the four copies should be given to the prompter(s) to use for prompting during the 
riwalistic work. 

E. Every Chapter shal l file the annual statistical report and pay the per capita tax at the required time. Any Chapter failing to 
submit the report shall not be allowed representation in the Grand Chapter. A Chapter failing to do so for Lwo (2) consecutive years 
shall forfeit its Charter, and its effects shall revert to the Grand Chapter. 
Section 2. The powers of a Subordinate Chapter are granted by a Charter or Di spensation, by the Ritual of the Order, the Constitution, 
By-Laws, and Rules of the Grand Chapter (Idaho Code and Digest) and by a code of By-Laws framed by itself, which must be 
consistent with the laws of Grand Chapter. Uniform By-Laws to establish minimum requirements may be purchased from the Grand 
Secrcta1y. 

A. Legislation enacted at a Grand Chapter session, which requires a change in the By-Laws of Subordinate Chapters shall 
take effect on the date of adoption by the Grand Chapter. 

B. Changes made in rhe By-Laws of a Chaprer must be presented in writing at a stated meeting, signed by two members of 
the Chapter, read and held over until the next stated meeting. After the second reading a two-thirds (2/3) vote is required for adoption. 
Amendments do not become effective until approved by the Worthy Grand Matron. 
Section 3. A member in good standing is defined as one whose dues are current, and against whom no charges are preferred or 
pending. 
Section 4. Each Chapter shall have power of discipline over its members, but all action shall be subject to appeal to rhe Grand 
Chapter. Tn the event disciplinary action of the Worthy Matron or Worthy Patron is necessary, an appeal shall be made to the Worthy 
Grand Matron . 

A. Members are subj ect to reprimand, suspension, or expulsion contingent on trial action. (sec Penal Code). 
B. Non-affiliated members shall be subject to the same discip line as the members of the chapter within whose jurisdiction they 

reside. 
C. A member may be deprived of membership for non-payment of dues. The suspension, expul ion , or demission of a brother 

from a Lodge of Master Masons deprives him of all rights and privileges of membership in this Order until satisfactory 
evidence of his reinslalemenl by said Lodge has been presented to the Worthy Patron. 

Section 5. Ballot upon candidates must be without debate and kept secret. The name of a rejected candidate shall not be reported to 
any person not a member of the Order. o one shall plead ignorance to this rnle and any violation shall be subject to trial , which may 
result in reprimand, suspension , or expulsion from the Order. (See Article XX , Section 2, Book of Instructions) 
Section 6. The jurisdiction of a chapter extends in every direction to the geographical center measured by air line, between it and 
adjacent chapters but not beyond the jurisdiction or the Grand Chapter. In matters concerning the eligibility of an individual for 
membership in a chapter, statewide concutTent jurisdiction is established among the constituent chapters of the Grand Chapter of 
Idaho. 
Section 7. Revenue and expense of Subordinate Chapters shal l be set forth in their By-laws. 
Sectfon 8. All officers should have in their possession a current copy of: 

A. The Ritual of the Ordcr 
B. The Idaho Code and Digest 



C. The By-Laws of the Chapter 
Section 9. Each member shall be provided with a copy of the Chapter By-Laws. Members may purchase a Ritual and the Idaho Code 
and Digest. 
Section 10. All business sha ll be conducted in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order Revised , except as may be specifically 
designated in this Code. 
Section 11. A Chapter may endorse Job's Daughters International and/or the International Order of Rainbow for Girls. 
Section 12. Aux ii iary Organizations are no part of a Chapter; therefore, the funds are not part of the Chapter funds. If the fu nds of an 
Auxiliary Organization are donated to a Chapter they sha ll be handl ed by the Chapter in the regular manner. 

ARTICLE II CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Section I. The Chapter By-Laws must provide fo r at least one ( l) stated meet ing each month , except July and August or two other 
months more desi rab le. 

A. The day, hour and place shall be specified in the by-laws and no business shall be transacted before the time stated. 
B. No meeting shall be postponed if a quorum is present. Seven (7) members including one (I) of the first four officers (Wort hy 

Matron. Worthy Patron, Associate Matron and Assoc iate Patron) shall constitute a quorum. unless the By-Laws shall prescribe 
a larger number. When there are not enough officers to fi ll all the stations the fo llowing must be tilled: Worthy Matron (or 
Worthy Patron), Associate Matron, Secretary, Conductress. Chaplain. Warder. and Sentinel. If one of the first fo ur officers is 
not present, the chapter cannot be lega ll y opened. 

C. Meetings shall be held in Masoni c Hall s if possible. 
D. All of(iccrs, if present, shal l fill their regular offices and not relinquish their duties to ano ther member without good and 

suffi cient reason. Absent officers shall not appoint their own substitute. 
E. A change in a Chapter meeting place, wdate and/or time wi ll require the vote of the Chapter and a dispensation from the 

Wo1thy Grand Matron. ln the event of an unforeseen disaster. a dispensation may be requested wi thout a previous vote of the 
Chapter. 

F. All Eastern Star communications shall be read in open Chapter. All correspondence submitted by a Subordinate Chapter for 
general distribution to other Subordinate Chapters regarding legis lation sha ll be approved and signed by the Worthy Grand 
Matron. 

Section 2. Special meetings may be call ed by the Worthy Matron or, in case of her absence or disability, by her lawful representative. 
All resident members shall be notifi ed of such meeting and no business shall be transac ted except that for which the meeting is called. 

A. Special meetings shal l be opened and closed in regular form. lf a stated meeting follows immediately, the spec ial meeting may 
be closed with one (J) rap of the gave l and the stated mee ting opened with one (I) rap of the gavel , prov ided the specified time 
for opening has arrived. 

B. Sunday meetings sha ll be restricted to open install ati on of officers only. 
Section 3. No business sha ll be transacted at a Chapter meeting unl ess there is a Charter or Dispensation, a !Joly Bible, and an 
American Flag present. rn the event the Charter is lost or destroyed , a copy shall be requested from the Grand Secretary. 
Section 4. The Chapter shall be opened promptly at the hour specified in the By-Laws and in regular fonn. Short form open ing shal l 
be used no more than five (5) ti mes by Chapters holding two (2) slated meetings per month and no more than three (3) times by 
Chapters holding one ( 1) stated meeting per month. This rule sh al I apply to the period between each annual Installation. 
Section 5. The fi ve Star Point signs shall be given at every stated meeting. In the event of a Star Point Officer' s absence/vacancy, the 
signs should be exemplified by the Conductress or at the closing as stated in the Ritual. 
Section 6. The ini tiatory work must be given or exemplified at least two (2) times during each Chap ter year. Exemplification at the 
Worthy Grand Matron School ofTnstruction does qualify. 
Section 7. There shall be an annual meeting to host the officia l visit of the Worthy Grand Matron. Written invitations should be 
extended for "The offic ia l visit of the Worthy Grand Matron". The purpose of the offic ial visit is to inspect the rituali stic work of the 
Order. lftherc is no candidate, the in it iation ceremony sha ll be exemplifi ed. 
Section 8. The Obligation , as spec ified in the Secret Work, and the General Regu lations and Landmarks, as specified in the Ritual , 
shall be presented in open Chapter at least once a year. 
Section 9. The annual reports subm itted at Grand Chapter, including the irregularities, questions, and answers, as well as the adopted 
changes to the Idaho Code and Di gest, shall be reviewed at a stated meeting, (no later than November I) and the Worthy Grand 
Matron notified by the Chapter Secretary. 
Section 10. All members of a Chap ter are entitled to vote on questions properly submitted. The vote sha ll be taken by a show of hands 
unless a standing vote is requested. 
Section 11. Pictures must not be taken during any Ritualistic ceremony. The only exception is during open insta ll ation. 
Section 12. Newspaper publicity should be encouraged, however the name of a person who has petitioned a Chapter must not be made 
public. The membership li st sha ll not be made ava il able for the purpose of so licitati on. 
Section 13. Chapter matters which should be kept secret shall not be discussed over the telephone, or in public places with non­
members. 
Section 14. Political matters shall not be introduced or discussed. 
Section 15. Children over one ( I) year of age shall be excluded from all stated, special or rehearsal meetings. 
Section 16. Lighted (open flame) candles and smoking are prohibited during the Chapter meeting. 



Changes: Delete old articles in their entirety and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list wider rationale at the end 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strikethroughs. Capitalizarion and 
punctuation (housekeeping) were changed but were ,wt deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular 
black fo nt.) 

ARTICLE I CHARTERED CHAPTERS 
Section 1. The ex istence and authority of all subordinate chapters in this Grand Jurisdiction shall be evidenced by a 

charter or dispensation granted by this Grand Chapter or a dispensation granted by the Worthy Grand Patron, attested to 
by the Grand Secretary and authenticated by the sea 1 of the Grand Chapter of Idaho . 

A . Every chartered chapter shall choose a name and within thirty (30) days from the date of its granted charter, 
procure a suitable seal , bearing the name, number, and location of the chapter,--and by which all its documents shall 
be authenticated. 

B. Each constituted chapter shall have a photo static copy of its charter filed with the Grand Secretary. 
C. There shall be eighteen ( 18) officers and none can be added or subtracted from this number. 
D. Every chapter is entit led to have ru:!.ly_four (4) copies of the secret work in its possession . The secret work must not 

be written or copied as specified in the Ritual. One ill or more of the four ill copies should be given to the 
prompterfsJ to use for prompting during the ritualistic work. 

E. Every chapter shall file the annual statistical report and pay the per capita assessment ~ at the required time. Any 
chapter fail ing to submit the report shall not be allowed representation in the Grand Chapter. A chapter failing to 
do so for two (2) consecutive years shall forfeit its Charter, and iL<; effects shall revert to the Grand Chapter. 

Section 2. The powers of a subordinate chapter are granted by a Charter or Dispensation, by the Ritual of the Order, the 
Constitution, By-Laws, and Rules of the Grand Chapter (Idaho Code and Digest) and by a code of Uniform By-Laws 
framed by itself, which must be consistent with the laws of Grand Chapter. Uniform By-Laws to establish the minimum 
requirements may be pHrchased obtained from the Grand Secretary. 

A. Legislation enacted at a Grand Chapter session, and at General Grand Chapter if applicable, requires a change 
in the Uniform By-Laws of subordinate chapters and shall take e ffect on the date of adoption by the Graed 
Chapter. 

B. Changes made in the Uniform By-Laws of a chapter must be presented in writing at a stated meeting, signed by 
two ill members of the chapter, read and held over until the next stated meeting. After the second reading a two­
thirds (2/3) vote is required for adoption. Amendments do not become effective until the Uniform By-Laws are 
approved by the Worthy Grand Matron . 

Section 3. A member in good s tanding is defined as one whose dues are ctm-ent-and against whom no charges arc 
preferred or pending. 
Section 4. Each chapter shall have the power Iof discipline e¥eF-its members, but all action~ shall mav be subject to 
appeal to the Grand Chapter. ln the event disciplinary action of the Woithy Matron or Wo1thy Patron is necessaiy, an 
appea l shall may be made to the Worthy Grand Matron. 

A. Members are subject to reprimand, suspension, or expulsion contingent on trial action . (Refer to the see Penal 
Code). 

B. NoB affiliated members shall be subject to the same discipline as the members of the chapter '+Yithin whose 
jurisdietioB the)' reside . 

BC. A member may be depriYed of membership for non payment of dHes . 
_!!&. The suspension , expulsion, or demission of a Brother from a Lodge of Master Masons deprives him of all rights 

and privileges of membership in this Order until satisfactory evidence of his reinstatement by hissaid-Lodge has 
been presented to the Worthy Patron. 

Section 5. Ballot upon candidates must be without debate and kept secret. The name of a rejected candidate shall not be 
reported to any person not a member of the Order. No one shal l plead ignorance to this rule and any violation shall be 
subject to trial , which may result in reprimand, suspension, or expulsion from the Order. (See Article XX, Sectioe 2, Book 
of lBstructions) 
Seetiatt 6. The jurisdictioR of a chapter extends in every direction to the geographical center measured by air line, 
betweee it and adjacent chapters but not beyond t:fle jurisdictiott of the Grand Chapter. Ia matters eottceming the eligibility 
of aB iBdiYidual fer memeership in a chapter, statewide eoeeurrent jHrisaietien is estaelisl'led ameBg the eo0stiRient 
chapters of the Gra:nd Chapter ofldaho. 
Section +2. Revenue and expense of subordinate chapters shall be set forth in their Uniform By-Laws. 
Section &1, All officer should have in their possession a current copy of: 

A. The Ritual of the Order 



B. The Idaho Code and Digest 
C. The Uniform By-Laws of the chapter 

Section 9~. Each member shall be provided with a copy of the chapter Uniform By-Laws. Members may purchase a 
Ritual and the Idaho Code and Digest, or obtain a copv of the Idaho Code and Digest from the Idaho Order of the 
Eastern Star website. 
Section 1-02_. All business shall be conducted in accordance with Robe1i's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, except as may 
be specifica lly designated in this Code. 
SeetieR 11. A Cd1:apter may tmdorse Joe's Daughters Tntemational aAdlor tke IAtemational Order of Rainbow for Girls . 
Section 1110. Auxiliary organizations arc no pa11 of a chapter; therefore, the funds are not part of the chapter funds. Tfthe 
funds ofan auxiliary organization arc donated to a chapter they shall be handled by the chapter in the regular manner. 

ARTICLE ll CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Section 1. The chapter Uniform By-Laws must provide for at least one ( I) stated meeting each month, except July and 
August or two other months more desirable . 

A. The day , hour and place shall be specified in the Uniform e!!Y-liaws and no business shal l be transacted before 
the time stated. 

:8-,.C. No meeting shall be postponed ifa quorum is present. Seven (7) members including one (1) of the first four ill 
officers (Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron , and Associate Patron) shall constitute a quorum, 
unless the Uniform By-Laws shalt-prescribe a larger number. When there are not enough officers to fill al l the 
stations, the following must be filled: Worthy Matron (or Worthy Patron), Associate Matron, Secretary, 
Conductress, Chaplain, Warder, and Sentinel. If one filof the first four filoffi ccrs is not present, the chapter 
cannot be legally opened . 

G,B. Meetings shal I be held in Masonic Halls if possible. 
D. All officers, if present, shall fill their regular offices and not relinquish their duties to another member without 

good and sufficient reason. The Worthy Matron or presiding officer Aeseat efficers shall Bet-appoint their ew-n 
.!! substitute for absent officers . 

E. A change in a chapter meeting place, date and/or time will require the vote of the chapter and a special 
dispensation granted from the Worthy Grand Matron. In the event of an unforeseen disaster, a special 
dispensation may be requested without a previous vote of the chapter. 

F. AJ+..Eastern Star communications shalt-should be read or summarized in 0fJeft Gchaptcr. All eorrespoAdeAce 
submi~ecl by a Subercliaate Chapter for general clistributien teether Suberdinate Chapters regarding legislation 
shall be appro11ed aAd sigRed by the Worthy GraAd Matron . 

Section 2. Special meetings may be called by the Worthy Matron or, in case of her absence or disability, by her lawful 
representative. All resident members shall be noti fled of such meeting and no business shall be transacted except that for 
which the meeting is called. 

A. Special meetings shal l be opened and closed in regular form. If a stated meeting follows immediately, the special 
meeting may be closed with one (1) rap of the gavel and the stated meeting opened with one (1) rap ofthe gavel , 
provided the specified time for opening has arrived. 

B . Sunday meetings shall ee restricted te open iastallatioa of officers Olli)' . 

Section 3. No business shall be transacted at a chapter meeting unless there is a the Charter or Dispensation, a Holy Bible, 
and an American Flag present. Tn the event the charter is lost or destroyed, a copy shall be requested from the Grand 
Secretary. 
Section 4. The chapter shall be opened promptly at the hour specified in the Uniform By-Laws and in regular form.!! 
minimum of seven (7) times during the term. Short form opening may be used all other times. shall be \:lsed no more 
than five (5) times hy Chapters holding two (2) stated meetings per menth aAd no more thaFI three (3) times by Chapters 
holdiag oae (I) stated meeting per month. The term is defined as is rule shall apply to the period between each annual 
!install ation. 
Section 5. The five ,Sstar Ppoint signs must sha-H-be given during the opening at every statea-meeting. ln the event of a 
~star P.point Gofficer's absence/vacancy, the signs should be exemplified by the Conductress or in unison by all members 
present. The signs and passes may be given by the members under the direction of the Worthy Patron or the Worthy 
Matron at the closing as stated in the Ritual. 
Section 6. The initiatory work must be given or exemplified at least two (2) times during each chapter year . 
Exemplification at the W01ihy Grand Matron School of Instruction does qualify~-

Section 7. There shall be an annual meeting to host the official visit of the Worthy Grand Matron. Written invitations 
should be extended for "The official visit of the Worthy Grand Matron" . The purpose of the official visit is to Hl5pect 



observe the ritualistic or other work of the Order at the discretion of the Worthy Grand Matron. If initiation is to be 
observed and #-there is no candidate, the initiation ceremony shal-1-may be exemplified. 
Section 8. The Obligation, as specified in the Secret Work, and the Genera l Regulations and Landmarks, as specified in 
the Ritual , sha ll be presented in open chapter at least once a year. 
Section 9. The anmial reports sl:lbmitted at Grand Chapter, inell:lding the irregularities , questions and answers, as we ll as 
the adopted changes to the ldaho Code and Digest, sha ll be reviewed at a stated meeting, fno later than November I t, and 
the Worthy Grand Matron notified recorded in the minutes by the chapter Secreta1y. 
Section 10. All members of a chapter are entitled to vote on questions properly submitted . The vote shal l be taken by a 

show of hands unless a standing vote is requested. 
Section 11. Pictures must not be taken when the Bible is opendm=iRg aRy Ritualistie eeremoRy. The on ly exception is 
during open insta llation. 
Section l 2. l>+ewspaper 13fublicity should be encow-aged, however the name of a person who has petitioned a chapter 
must not be made public. The membership li st shall not be made avai lable for the pw-pose of soli citation. Photographs or 
pictures must not be used without permission of the person(s) in the photos. 
Section 13. Chapter matters which should be kept secret shall not be discussed with non-members. over the telef)hone or 
ia f)l:lblic !')laces with aoa members. 
Section 14. Political and religious matters and opinions shall not be introduced or discussed. 
Section 15. Attendance by _hildren at meetings and rehearsals shall be at the discretion of the Worthy Matron, 
over one ( I ) year of age shall be exell:lded worn all staled special or rehearsal meetiags . 
Section t 6. Lighted (oOpcn flame) candles and smoking are prohibited during the chapter meetings. 

Would then read: 

ARTICLE I CHARTERED CHAPTERS 
Section J. The ex istence and authori ty of all subordinate chapters in this Grand Jurisdiction shall be evidenced by a 
cha1ter or di spensation granted by this Grand Chapter or a dispensat ion granted by the Worthy Grand Patron , attested to 
by the Grand Secretary and authenticated by the seal of the Grand Chapter of ldaho. 

A. Every chartered chapter shall choose a name and w ithin thirty (30) days from the date of its granted charter, 
procure a suitab le seal bearing the name, number, and locati on of the chapter by which a ll its documents shall be 
authenticated. 

B. Each const ituted chapter sha ll have a copy of its charter filed with the Grand Secretary. 
C. There shall be eighteen (18) officers , and none can be added or subtracted from this number. 
D. Every chapter is entitled to have only fo ur (4) copies of the secret work in its possession. The secret work must not 

be written or copi ed as specifi ed in the Ritual. One ( I) of the fo ur ( 4) copies should be given to the prompter to use 
for prompting during th e ritualistic work. 

E. Evc1y chapter shall file the annual report and pay the per capita assessment at the requi red time. Any chapter 
fa iling to submit the report sha ll not be allowed representation in the Grand Chapter. A chap ter failing to do so for 
two (2) consecutive years sha ll forfeit its Charter, and its effects shall revert to the Grand Chapter. 

Section 2. The powers of a subordinate chapter are granted by a Charter or Di spensation, by the Ritual of the Order, the 
Consti tuti on, By-Laws, and Rules of the Grand Chapter (Idaho Code and Di gest) and by a code of Uniform By-Laws 
framed by itself, whi ch must be consistent with the laws of Grand Chapter. Uni form By-Laws to establish the minimum 
requirements may be obtained fro m the Grand Secretary. 

A. Legislation enacted at a Grand Chapter session , and at General Grand Chapter if applicable, requires a change in 
the Uni fo rm By-Laws of subordinate chapters and shall take effect on the date of adoption. 

B . Changes made in the Uniform By-Laws of a chapter must be presented in writing at a stated meeting, signed by 
two (2) members of the chapter, read, and held over until the next stated meeting. After the second reading a two­
thirds (2/3) vote is required for adoption . Amendments do not become effective until the U niform By-Laws are 
approved by the Worthy Grand Matron. 

Section 3 . A member in good standing is defined as one whose dues are current- and aga inst whom no charges are 
prefe1Ted or pending. 
Section 4 . Each chapter sha ll have the power to di sc ipline its members, but all actions may be subject to appeal to the 
Grand Chapter. In the event disciplinary ac tion of the Worthy Matron or Worthy Patron is necessary, an appea l may be 
made to the Worthy Grand Matron . 

A. Members are subject to reprimand, suspension, or expulsion contingent on trial action. (Refer ro the Penal Code). 
B. The suspension, expul sion, or demission of a Brother from a Lodge of Master Masons deprives him of a ll rights 

and privileges of membership in thi s Order until satisfactory evidence of hi s reinstatement by hi s Lodge has been 
presented to the W orthy Patron. 



Section 5. Ballot upon candidates must be without debate and kept secret. The name of a rejected candidate shall not be 
reported to any person not a member of the Order. No one shall plead ignorance to this rule and any violation shall be 
subject to trial , which may result in reprimand, suspension , or expulsion from the Order. 
Section 6. Revenue and expense of subordinate chapters shall be set forth in their Uniform By-Laws. 
Section 7. All officers should have in their possession a current copy of: 

A. the Ritual of the Order 
B. the Tdaho Code and Digest 
C. the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter 

Section 8. Each member shall be provided with a copy of the chapter Uniform By-Laws. Members may purchase a Ritual 
and the Idaho Code and Digest or obtain a copy of the Idaho Code and Digest from the Idaho Order of the Eastern Star 
website. 
Section 9. All business shal I be conducted in accordance with Robe1t's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, except as may be 
specifically designated in this Code . 
Section 10. Auxiliary organizations are no pan of a chapter; therefore , the funds are not part of the chapter funds. Tf the 
funds of an auxiliary organization are donated to a chapter, they shall be handled by the chapter in the regular manner. 

ARTICLE H CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Section 1. The chapter Uniform By-Laws must provide for at least one ( 1) stated meeting each month , except July and 
August or two other months more desirable . 

A. The day. hour and place shall be specified in the Uniform By-Laws and no business shall be transacted before the 
ti me stated. 

B. Meetings shall be held in Masonic Halls if possible. 
C. No meeting shall be postponed ifa quorum is present. Seven (7) members including one (1) of the first four (4) 

officers (Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron , and Associate Patron) shall constitute a quorum , 
unless the Uniform By-Laws prescribe a larger number. When there are not enough officers to fill all the stations, 
the following must be filled: Worthy Matron (or Worthy Patron) , Associate Matron , Secretary, Conductress, 
Chaplain, Warder, and Sentinel. Jf one ( l) of the first four ( 4) officers is not present, the chapter cannot be legally 
opened. 

D. All officers, if present. shall fill their regular offices and not relinquish their duties to another member without 
good and sufficient reason . The Worthy Matron or presiding officer shall appoint a substitute for absent officers. 

E. A change in a chapter meeting place, date and/or time will require the vote of the chapter and a special dispensation 
granted from the Worthy Grand Matron. Tn the event ofan unforeseen disaster, a special dispensation may be 
requested without a previous vote of the chapter. 

F. Eastern Star communications should be read or summarized in chapter. 
Section 2. Special meetings may be called by the Worthy Matron or, in case of her absence or disability , by her lawful 
representative. All resident members shall be notified of such meeting and no business shall be transacted except that for 
which the meeting is called. 

A. Special meetings shall be opened and closed in regular form. lfa stated meeting follows immediately, the special 
meeting may be closed with one ( 1) rap of the gavel and the stated meeting opened with one ( 1) rap of the gavel , 
provided the specified time for openi11g has arrived. 

Section 3. No business shal I be transacted at a chapter meeting unless there is the Charter or Dispensation, a Holy Bible, 
and an American Flag present. In the event the charter is lost or destroyed, a copy shall be requested from the Grand 
Secretary. 
Section 4. The chapter shall be opened promptly at the hour specified in the Uniform By-Laws and in regular form a 
minimum of seven (7) times dming the tenn . Short form opening may be used all other times. The term is defined as the 
period between each annual installation. 
Section 5. The five star point signs must be given during the opening at every meeting. In the event of a star point 
officer ' s absence/vacancy, the signs should be exemplified by the Conductress or in unison by all members present. The 
signs and passes may be given by the members under the direction of the Worthy Patron or the Worthy Matron at the 
closing as stated in the Ritual. 
Section 6. The initiatory work must be given or exemplified at least two (2) times during each chapter year. 
Exemplification at the Worthy Grand Matron School of Instruction does qualify as one. 
Section 7. There shall be an annual meeting to host the official visit of the Wonhy Grand Matron . Written invitations 

should be extended for "The official visit of the Worthy Grand Matron". The purpose of the official visit is to observe the 
ritualistic or other work of the Order at the discretion of the Worthy Grand Matron. Tfinitiation is to be observed and there 
is 110 candidate, the initiation ceremony may be exemplified. 



Section 8. The Obligation, as specified in the Secret Work, and the Genera l Regulations and Landmarks, as specified in 
the Ritual , shall be presented in open chapter at least once a yea r. 
Section 9. The irregularities , questions, and answers, as wel l as the adopted changes to the Idaho Code and Di gest, shall 
be reviewed at a stated meeting, no later than November I , and recorded in the minutes by the chapter Secretary. 
Section 1 O. All members of a chapter are entitled to vote on questions properly submitted. Th e vote shall be taken by a 
show of hands unl ess a standin g vote is requested. 
Section 11 . Pictures must not be taken when the Bible is open. The only exception is during open insta llation. 
Section 12 . Publi city should be encouraged . However, the name of a person who has petitioned a chapter must not be 
made pub li c. The membership li st shall not be made availab le for the purpose of sol icitat ion. Photographs or pictures must 
not be used without permission of the person(s) in the photos. 
Section 13 . Chapter matters which should be kept secre t shall not be discussed with non-members. 
Section 14. Political and religious matters and opinions shall not be introduced or discussed. 
Section 15. Attendance by children at meetings and rehearsals shall be at the discretion of the Worthy Matron. 
Section 16. Open flame candles and smoking are prohibited during chapter meetings . 

Rationale: 
• Modemi=ed wording and removed references to printed, photostatic, and newspaper and, as a result, changed some 

of the sentence structures to align. Removed gender references and standardize wording used throughout other 
Articles within the Code and Digest. 

• Added ''Uniform " infront of by-Laws when referencing chapter by-laws and added "special" in front of 
dispensations. Changed per capita "tax " to per "capita assessment ". Removed severnl references and 
renumbered sequences as a result of the various changes. 

• Removed several obsolete and unnecessa1y paragraphs. The definition of chapterjurisdictions was removed 
because plural memberships allow members to belong to numerous chapters throughout the state. Also removed 
the statement tha t disciplinc11y actions app~Jl lO non-affiliated members because it didn't make sense. 

• Added the requirement that General Grand Chapter legislation changes be incmporated into chapter uniform by­
laws, as well as Grand Chapter legislation . 

• Remo ved Sunday meeting limitations to give each chapter the option to hold meetings 011 Sunday in order to 
accommodate the needs of the chapter and allo w more members to attend. Older members no longer drive at night 
and younger members with children rnay have obligalions during week nights. 

• Changed the number of longform opening required per term. As it was, those chapters meeting once per month 
were required to open in Longfurm seven (7) times, yet those chapters meeting twice a month were required to open 
in long form fifteen ( I 5) times. This change would standardize the number of longfonn openings required, 
regardless of the number of times a chapter meets per month. 

• Changed the ritualistic work requirements. Anything in the ritual could be considered Ritualistic. However,jor 
years, thefocus of the Worthy Grand Matron visits has been on balloting and initiation, which does not include all 
the other ritualistic work. Th e ritual also contains Opening and Closing, as well as Installation and lheji111 eral 
ceremonv. 

• This change will aflow flexibility and give the Worthy Grnnd Matron the abili~v to decide what she feels needs to be 
observed. 

• Removed the requirementfor chapters to read the annual reports of the Worthy Grnnd Matron, Worthy Grand 
Patron, Secretwy. and Treasurer. The most important things to review with the chapter members are irregularities, 
questions and answers, and changes to the Idaho Code and Digest. 

• Added religious matters and opinions to political matters and opinions that should not be discussed 
• Changed 1,vording to allow Worthy Matrons lo decide if children can attend chapter meetings and practices. 

Members, including parents, grandparents, and guardians, with children sometimes have difficulty atlending 
meetings and practices. 

Submitted by 

J~'BVO-WVv 
Henrietta Chapter No. 21 



Legislation Number: ___ 7-'-----
Date Received: j ~ J-L/- )S' 

---------

Name of Code Section 
Pages 

Article 

Section 
Paragraph 

R ules & Regulations - Idaho Subordinate Chapters 
38 - 39 
TIT ELECTION 
IV INSTALLATION 
V VACANCIES 
All sections 
All paragraphs 

Now reads: (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

ARTICLE Ill ELECTI ON 

(Grand Secreta,y Use Only) 

Section I. Office seeking and electioneering for office are contrary to al l Eastern Star principles. Nominations for elective office rs 
may be made from the floor or a nominating ballot may be used. If there is more than one nominee, officers are se lected by secret 
ballot. When there is only one nominee. electi on may be by acclamation. 
Section 2. Election shall be held al the first stated meeting in April. The first eight (8) o[ficers of a Chapter shal l be elected by a 
separate majority ballot, excluding blanks (Refer to Section l of this Article). After the elet:tion of the Worthy Matron other Officers 
are elected in the following sequence: Worthy Patron , Associate Matron, Associate Patron, Secreta1y, Treasurer, Conductress and 
Associate Conductress . Failure to elect al the prescribed time will require a special di spensation fro m the Worthy Grand Matron . 
Section 3 . At the request of the pres iding officer, a member elected to office should sign ify her/his willingness to serve. 
Section 4 . Absent members should not be elected to office un less the ir willingness to serve can be a certained before the election is 
closed. 

ARTI CLE TV INST ALLATTOJ\ 
Section I . General regulations and detailed instructions for the in tal lation of officers for open and closed installation may be found in 
the Ritual of the Order. (refe r to Book oflnstructions, Article XXI11) 
Section 2. Members of a Chapter holding a current receipt for dues, are eligible to hold any office in a Chapter. 
Section 3. Elective officers shall not be installed unless they ho ld a proficiency certificate. 
Section 4. Officers shall be instal led within thirty-five (35) day after election and shall hold office until their respective successors 
arc installed. A Chapter fai ling to insta ll the elective officers within the presc ribed period must obtain a spec ial di spensalion from the 
Worthy Grand Matron. 
Section 5. A sister or brother agains t whom charges have been preferred cannot be installed as an officer of a Chapter while same are 
pending. 
Section 6. Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons who serve once after installation are considered Past Matrons and Past Patrons. 
Section 7. The Worthy Matron shall receive in her charge, at the time of installation , the Charter, the Code and Digest governing this 
Grand Juri sdiction and the By-Laws of the Chapter. 
Section 8. The standard form of required installation information shall be submitted to the Worthy Grand Matron , Associate Grand 
Matron , Grand Secretary and Grand Conductress within ten ( I 0) days after installation . 

ARTI CLE V VACANCIES 
Section I .Vacancies in an elec tive office may occur by one of the following: 

A. Death, illness, injury, or demission. 
B. Advancement to fi ll a vacancy. 
C. Moving from the jurisd iction . 
D. Absent for three (3) consecut ive meetings without good and sufficient reason . 
E. Failing to appear within thirty-five (35) days from the date set for installation, unless excused by a majority vote of the 
Chapter. 
F. Suspension or ex pulsion. Res ignation from an elective office is subject to one of the above reasons, and except in the event 
of death, must be in writing and accepted by the Chapter. A dispensation to elect and install an officer to fi ll a vacancy shall 
be granted by the Worthy Grand Matron . 

Section 2. Vacancies occurring in elective offices before November I shall require the 1bllowing: 
A. Vacancy declared al a stated meeting. 
B. A dispensation from the Wo,ihy Grand Matron to elect. 
C. Notification to resident members of special election . 
D. Elec tion at a stated meeting. 



E. lnstallation at either a stated or special meeting. 
Section 3. Vacancies occurring in elective offices after November I: 

A. The office of Worthy Matron and/or Worthy Patron shall be filled by the Associate Matron and/or Associate Patron . 
B. Other elective offices shall be filled at the discretion of the presiding officer. 

Section 4. The Worthy Matron may declare a vacancy in an appointive office at any stated meeting provided sufficient reason or 
circumstances exist. In the event such a vacancy occurs a di spensation from the Worthy Grand Matron is not required to appoint and 
install. 

Changes: Delete old articles in their en1irety and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rationale al the end. 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strike1hroughs. Capitalization and 
punctuation (housekeeping} were changed but were not deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular 
black font .) 

ARTICLE HT ELECTION 
Section 1. Office s~eeking election to an and electioneering fo r office ~are contrary to all Eastern Star principles . 
Nominations for elective officers may be made from the floor or a nominating ballot may be used. If there is more than 
one nominee, officers arc selected by secret ballot. When there is only one nominee, election may be by acclamation . 

Section 2. Election shall be held at the first stated meeting in April. The first eight (8) officers ofa chapter shall be elected 
by a separate majority ballot, excluding blanks (Refer to Section l of this ,<\rticle). After the election of the Worthy 
Matron, other officers arc elected in the following sequence: Worthy Patron, Associate Matron, Associate Patron, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Conductress, and Associate Conductress. Failure to elect at the prescribed time will require a special 
dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron. 
Section 3. At the request of the presiding officer, a member elected to office should shall signify h:efAtts their willingness 
to serve. 
Section 4. Absent members should shal1 not be elected to office unless their willingness to serve can be ascertained 
before the election is closed . 

ARTICLE IV INSTALLATION 
Section I. General regulations and detailed instructions for the installation of officers for open and closed installation may 
~ be-found in the Ritual of the Order. (refer to Beek oflnstructions, Article XXIII) 
Section 2. Members in good standing ofa chapter arc eligible to hold any office in a the Chapter. (Refer to Rules & 
Regulations, Article I, Chartered Chapters, Section 3) 
Section _. Elective officers shall not be installed unless they hold a proficiency certificate. 
Section 4~. Officers shall be installed within thirty-five (35) days after election and shall hold office until their respective 
successors are installed. A chapter failing to install the elective officers within the prescribed period must obtain a special 
dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron. 
Section ~J. A sister er brother member against whom charges have been preferred filed cannot be elected or installed as 
an officer of a chapter while same are pending. 
Section 6. Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons who serve once after installation are considered Past Matrons and Past 
Patrons. 
Section 7. The Worthy Matron shall receive in her charge, at the time of installation, the Charter, the current Code and 
Digest governing this Grand Jurisdiction, and the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter. 
Section 8. The staRdard form of ret:tHired completed installation infon'Hation report, shall be submitted to the Wo1thy 
Grand Matron, Associate Grand Matron , Grand Secretary and Grand Conductress witnin ten ( I 0) days after installation . 

ARTICLE V VACANCIES 
Section l. Vacancies in an elective office may occur by oae oftke fellov,riag : 

A. Death, illness, injury, or demission 
B. Advancement to fill a vacancy 
C. Moving from the jurisdiction 
D . Absencet: fef: from three (3) consecutive meetings without good and sufficient reason 

E. failing to appear within thirty-five (35) days from the date set for installation, unless excused by a majority 
vote of the chapter7 



F. Being subjected to reprimand, sS uspension or expulsion. Resignation from an elective office is subject to one 
of the above reasons, and except in the event of death, must be in writing and accepted by the chapter. A special 
dispensation to elect and install an officer to fill a vacancy shall be granted by the Worthy Grand Matron. 
Section 2. Vacancies occun·ing in elective offices before November I shall require the following: 

A. The ¥ racancy declared at a stated meeting 
B. A special dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron to elect 
C. Notification sent to resident members of!! special election 
D. Election held at a stated meeting 
E. Installation at either a stated or specia l meeting 

Section 3. Vacancies occurring in elective offices after November 1: 
A. The office of Worthy Matron and/or Worthy Patron shall be filled by the Associate Matron and/or Associate 

Patron. 
B . Other elective offices shall be filled at the discretion of the presiding officer. 

Section 4. The Worthy Matron may declare a vacancy in an appointive office at any stated meeting provided sufficient 
reason or circumstances exist. Jn the event such a vacancy occurs, a dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron is not 
required to appoint and install. 

Would then read: 

ARTICLE HJ ELECTION 
Section I. Seeking election to an office is contrary to all Eastern Star principles. Nominations for elective officers may be 
made from the tloor or a nominating ballot may be used. Tfthere is more than one nominee, officers are selected by secret 
ballot. When there is only one nominee, election may be by acclamation. 
Section 2. E lection shall be he ld at the first stated meeting in April. The first eight (8) officers of a chapter shall be elected 
by a separate majority ballot, excluding blanks. After the election of the Worthy Matron, other officers are elected in the 
following sequence: Worthy Patron, Associate Matron, Associate Patron, Secretary, Treasurer, Conductress, and 
Associate Conductress . Failure to elect at the prescribed time will require a spec ial dispensation from the Worthy Grand 
Matron. 
Section 3. At the request of the presiding officer, a member elected to office shall signify their willingness to serve. 
Section 4. Absent members shall not be elected to office unless their willingness to serve can be asce1iained before the 
election is c losed . 

ARTICLE TV INSTALLATION 
Section 1. General regulations and detailed instructions for the installation of officers for open and closed installation is 
found in the Ritual of the Order. 
Section 2. Men,bers in good standing of a chapter are eligible to hold any office in the Chapter. (Refer to Rules & 
Regulations, Article I, Chartered Chapters, Section 3) 
Section 3. A member against whom charges have been filed cannot be elected or installed as an officer of a chapter. 
Section 4. Elective officers shall not be installed unless they hold a proficiency certificate. 
Section 5. Officers shall be installed within thiny-five (35) days after election and shall hold office until their respective 
successors are installed. A chapter failing to install the e lective officers within the prescribed period must obtain a special 
dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron. 
Section 6. Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons who serve once after installation are considered Past Matrons and Past 
Patrons. 
Section 7. The Wo1ihy Matron shall receive in her charge, at the time of installation , the Charter, the cun-ent Code and 
Digest governing this Grand Jurisdiction, and the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter. 
Section 8. The completed installation report sha ll be submitted to the Worthy Grand Matron , Associate Grand Matron, 
Grand Sccreta1y and Grand Conductress within ten ( I 0) days afte r installation. 

ARTICLE V VACANCIES 
Section I. Vacancies in an elective office may occur by: 

A. death , illness, injuiy, or demission 
B. advancement to fill a vacancy 
C. moving from the jurisdiction 
D. absence from three (3) consecutive meetings without good and sufficient reason 
E. failing to appear within thi11y-five (35) days from the date set for installation, unless excused by a majority vote of 

the chapter 



F. being subjected to reprimand, suspension or expulsion. Resignation from an elective office is subject to one of the 
above reasons , and except in the event of death, must be in writing and accepted by the chapter. A special 
dispensation to elect and install an officer to fill a vacancy shall be granted by the Worthy Grand Marron. 

Section 2. Vacancies occutTing in elective offices before November I shall require the following: 
A. the vacancy declared at a stated meeting 
B. a special dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron to elect 
C. notification sent to resident members of a special election 
D. election held at a stated meeting 
E. installation at either a stated or specia l meeting 

Section 3. Vacancies occurring in elective offices after November l : 
A. the office of Worthy Matron and/or Worthy Patron shall be filled by the Associate Matron and/or Associate Patron . 
B. other elective offices shall be filled at the discretion of the presiding officer. 

Section 4. The Worthy Matron may declare a vacancy in an appointive office at any stated meeting provided sufficient 
reason or circumstances exist. In the event such a vacancy occurs , a dispensation from the Worthy Grand Matron is not 
required to appoint and install. 

Rationale: 
• Moderni:::,ed wording and as a result, changed so111e of the sentence structures to align. Removed gender 

references and standardize 1vording used throughout other Articles within the Code and Digest. 

• Added "Uniform" inji·ont of by-laws when referencing chapter by-laws and added "special " in front of 
dispensations. Removed several references. 

Submitted by 

Henrietta Chapter No. 21 Mizpah No. 6 
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Rules & Regulations - Idaho Subordinate Chapters 
41-42 
VJ DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
l, 2 - Wo1ihy Matron, 3 - Worthy Patron 

Now reads: (writ e verbatim w hat is in the Cod e) 

Legislation Number: _ __,C/~---

Date Received: -3---Jv .,,db 
(Grand Secretary Use Only) 

Section I. All officers shall review and conform to the instructions set forth in the Ritual of the Order, the Idaho Code and Digest and 
the By-Laws of their Chapter. lt is their duty to memorize their ritualistic work. 

Section 2. The Worthy Matron shall: 

A. Preside at all meetings and see that the By-Laws of the chapter are implicitly obeyed. 
B. Have sufficient knowledge of parliamentary procedure to ably transact the business of the Chapter. 
C. Asce11ain that the Chapter room is properly prepared for all meetings. 
D. Appoint all non-clcctivc officers and committees. 
I. EST ARL, Finance, Relief and Sick and Visiting committees shall be appointed at U1c time of installation and consist of not fewer than 

three (3) members each. 
2. Any other committees may be appointed as needed. 
E. Serve as ex-officio chai1111an of the Chapter Reliefommittee. She may request immediate relief for a needy recipient from the Worthy 

Grand Matron . 
F. Ascertain that the Request for Renewal of Benevo lent Fund Assistance form is completed and returned to the Chairman of the 

Benevolent Board. (Refer to By-Laws, Article VI, Reli ef) 
G. Call special meetings and rehearsals when required for the good of the Order. 
H. Appoint a new Investigating Committee on a petition for membership if the original committee fails to report at the expiration ofthi11y 

(3 0) days and requests no further extension of time. 
I. In the event a petition for membership is rejected within the Chapter, or upon notification of a rejection from a concurrent Chapter within 

U1e jurisdiction, she shall immediately read Article l , Section 5, Rules and Regulations for Subordinate Chapters. 
J. Ascer1ain that the proper returns arc made and the per capita tax paid to the Grand Secretary. 
K. Sign the necessary reports submitted to Grand Chapter. 
L. Have the authority to examine the Secretary and Treasurer books. 
M. Tfa vacancy occurs in the office of the Secretary and/or Treasurer, assume charge ofche books, secure a **tinancial review, and deliver 

the same to the duly elected successor. 
N. Have the authority to request a **fu,ancial review of the Chapter financial records by the Finance Committee. 
0. Sign all watTants, minutes, and demits authorized by the Chapter and necessary reports submitted to Grant! Chapter. 
P. Direct that the By-Laws of the Chapter be amended immediately to conform in accordance with the legislation enacted at each session 

ol' the Grand Chapter. 
Q. Review the annual Grand Chapter Repor1s of the Worthy Grand Man-on, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Secretaiy, Grand Treasurer and 

Board of Trustees prior to November I. 
R. Report on the previous Grand Chapter session by either delegate response, or review of the proceedings when received, in regard to 

membersh ip status, charitable contributions, and other interesting activities. 
S. Consult with U1c Worthy Patron on all matters of importance. 
T. Determine the necessity of a co-signature with the Treasurer on the Chapter checking and savings account. 
U. Appoint a member to carry the flag if desired. 
V. Appoint an ofticial prompter. She shall appoim the Associate Marron to prompt the Associate Patron during the optional lecture. 
W. Appoint members to fill offices pro tcm, or ask any officer co fill another position pro rem. (Refer co Rules and Regulations Article V, 

Vacancies.) 
X . Ar the conclusion of the Chapter year, return to the Secretary all Chapter properties received at installation. 
Y. Welcome the new members and refer them to the Chapter Secretruy regru·ding the current dues requirement. 
Z. Preside, or appoint a lawful representative, at any trial by the Chapter. 
AA. Convene the Chapter and surrender the gavel to the Worthy Grand Matron when she shall visit the Chapter in an official capacity 

other than the annual inspection . 
AB. Be responsible for al l planning of receptions or picnics held in honor of distinguished members. These meetings may be held on 

Sunday, and the fo1mality of the occasion left to the discretion of the Chapter. 



AC. Be responsible for all arrangements regarding the installation of the incoming officers, giving cou1teous attention to the wishes of the 
Worthy Matron elect. 

AD. Plan an appropriate memorial in the event of the death ofa Past Grand Macron or Pase Grand Patron of this Grand Jurisdiction. Fitting 
memorials for Chapter members shall be given individually or a1111ually. 

AE. IJ1 the event the Chapter dissolves, swTender the Chapter's Chatter, paraphernalia, all Chapter records and monies to the Wo1thy Grand 
Matron. 

Section 3 . The Worthy Patron shall: 

A. Preside during the ceremony of initiation and when invited by the Worthy Matron. 
B. Be responsible for one (J) copy of tl1e Secret Work and any transfer shall be accompanied by a written receipt. 
C. Advise and assist the officers in their duties and the ritualistic work of the Order. 
D. Conduct the proficiency examination. 
E. Perform all other duties and exercise such powers as prescribed by the Ritual of the Order. 
F. Tn the absence ofbolh the WorLhy Matron and Associate Matron, appoint any sister i11 good standing to fi ll the office pro tern, using a 

Past Matron if possible. 
G. Be responsible for violations of al l laws of the Order by hi s Chapter. 
H. Report to the Chapter all demits, suspensions, expulsions, and reinstatements from the Masonic Lodge of brothers who are members 

of the Clrnp1er. 

Changes: Delete old articles in their entirety and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rntionale at the end. 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strikethroughs. Capitalization and punctuation 

(housekeeping) were changed but were not deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular black font.) 

Section 1. All officers sha ll review an<l confo1111 to the instructions set forth in the Ritual of the Order, the Idaho Code and 
Digest and the Un iform By-Laws of their chapter. It is their duty to memorize their ritua li stic work to the best of their 
ability. 

Section 2. The Worthy Matron sha ll: 
A. Preside at all meetings, to see that chapter business is prnpedy conducted , and see that the Laws and 

Regulations of the Grand Chapter, and the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter arc implicitly obeyed 
B. Have sufficient knowledge of parliamentary procedures to ably transact the business of the chapter 
C. Ascertain that the chapter room is properly prepared for all meetings 
D. Appoint a ll non-elective officers and committees 

I . Appoint at the time of installation, three (3) members to the E8TARL, Finance and Relief committees, and 
an appropriate number of members to the Sick and Visiting committees shall be appointed at the time of 
installation and eonsist of not fewer than three (3) members eaeh. 

2. Appoint any other committees may be appoi-nted as needed 
E. Serve as ex-officio chairman of the chapter Relief Committee, and She may request immediate relief for a needy 

recipient in need from the Worthy Grand Matron 
F. Ascertain that any Benevolent Applications for assistance and Benevolent Renewal Application the Reqt1est for 

ReHewal of BeHe,•oleHt ft1Hd AsststaHee fo1ms lli is-completed and returned to the Chairman of the Benevolent 
Board 

G. Call special meetings and rehearsals when required for the good of the Order 
H. Appoint a new Investigating Committee on a petition for membership if the original committee fails to report at the 

expiration of thirty (30) days and requests no further extension of time 
1. In the event a petition for membership is rejected withi n the chapter, or upon notification of a rejection from a 

concw-rent chapter within the jurisdiction, she shall immediately read Article I , Section 5, Rules and Regulations 
for Subordinate Chapter 

J. Ascertain that the proper returns are made, and the per capita assessment tfl* paid to the Grand Secretary 
K. Sign the necessary reports submitted lo Grand Chapter 
L. Have the authority lo exam ine the Secretary and Treasurer books at any time 
M . If a vacancy occurs in the office of the Secretary and/or Treasurer, assume charge of the books, secure a financial 

review, and deliver the same to the duly appointed or elected and installed successor 
N. Have the authority to request a fi nancial review of the chapter financial records by the Finance Committee as 

deemed necessary 



0. Sign all wan-ants , minutes, and demits authorized by the chapter. and neeessarJ reports suamitted to Grand 

Chapter. 
P. Direct that the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter be amended immediately to conform in accordance with the 

legislation enacted at each session of the Grand Chapter and General Grand Chapter if applicable 
Q. Prior to November t, ReYiew chapter the anm:lal GraAd Chapter Reports of the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy 

Grand Patron, Grand Secretary (inclt.tdiflg 1ttembership status), Grand Treasurer, and Board of Trustees, read at a 
stated meeting the irregularities and questions and answers, and summarize and repm·t on the adopted 
changes to the Tdaho Code and Digest ~rior to November 1. Read the irregularities and questions and answers, 
and summarize and report on adopted changes to the C&D. 

R. Rep oft OR the previous Grand Chapter session by either delegate respoase, or review of the proceedings when 
received, in regard to membershifl status, charitable coHtributions, and other iHterestiHg activities aHd legislatioH . 

.B.£-. Consult with the Worthy Patron on all matters of importance 
S. Prior to each stated meeting, confer with the Secretary regarding correspondence received and any business 

to come before the chapter 
T. Ensure that at least two members are authorized as Determiae the necessity of as oo-signatories 1Nith the 

Treasurer on the chapter checking and savings accounts, one of which is the Treasurer 
U. Appoint a member Lo carry the flag if desired 
V. Appoint an official prompter and. She shall appoint the Associate Matron to prompt the Associate Patron . dming 

the optiot~al lecrnre 
W. Appoint members to fill offices pro tern, or ask any officer to fill another position pro tern 
X. At the conclusion of the chapter year, return to the Secretary all chapter properties received at installation 
Y. Welcome the new members and refer them to the chapter Secretary regarding the current dues requirement 
Z. Preside, or appoint a lawful representative at any trial by the chapter 
AA. Convene the chapter and stmcnder the gavel to the Worthy Grand Matron when she ~ visits the chapter in an 

ottlcial capacity other than the aru1ual Official Visit inspecrion . 

AB. Be responsii:Jle for all plaHniHg of receptieas or pieaies eveHts held in honor of distinguished members. These 
meetings may be held on SHnday, and the formality of the occasioH left to the discretion of the cl=laf1ter. 

AC. Be responsible for all arrangemeflts regardiAg the installation of the i:neoming officers, giYiag eourteous attention 
to the wishes of the Worthy Matroa eleet. 

AD. :Plan afl af1f1FOf1riate memorial in the event of the death ofa Past Grand Matron or Past Grand Patron of tkis 
Graea 1'2Fisaietioe. fitting memorials for chapter members shall be given indiYidHally or annHally. 

ABAE. In the event the chapter dissolves, surrender the chapter's Charter, all copies of the Secret Work 
paraphernalia, all permanent chapter records (minutes, financial records, and the membership ledgers), and 
monies to the Wo11hy Grand Matron. Chapter paraphernalia shall be disposed at the discretion of the chapter 
members. 

Section 3. The Worthy Patron shall: 
A. Preside during the ceremony of initiation and at other times when requested to do so inYitea by the Worthy 

Matron 
B. Be responsible for one (I) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be accomflaHied ey a vmtten receif1t 

recorded by the Secretary 
C. Advise and assist the officers in their duties and the ritualistic work of the Order 
D. Conduct the proficiency examination 
E. Perform all other duties and exercise such powers as prescribed by the Ritual of the Order 

F. In the absence of both the Wmthy Matron and Associate Matron, appoint any Sister in good standing to fill the 
office pro tern , using a Past Matron if possible 

G. Be responsible for vio lations of all laws of the Order by his chapter 
H. Report to the chapter all demits, suspensions, expulsions, and reinstatements from the Masonic Lodge of Brothers 

who are members of the chapter 

L Verify that Brothers, including officers, members, or visitors are Master Masons in good standing through 
dues cards and/or Lodge Secretaries 



Would then read : 
Section l. All officers shall review and conform to the instructions set fo1th in the Ritual of the Order, the Idaho Code and 

Digest and the Uniform By-Laws of their chapter. lt is their duty to memorize their ritualistic work to the best of their 

ability. 

Section 2. The Worthy Matron shall: 
A. preside at all meetings, to see that chapter business is properly conducted, and see that the Laws and Regulations of 

the Grand Chapter, and the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter are implicitly obeyed 

8 . have sufficient knowledge of parliamentary procedures to ably transact the business of the chapter 

C. ascertain that the chapter room is properly prepared for all meetings 
D. appoin t all non-elective officers and committees 

I . Appoint at the time of installation, three (3) members to the Finance and Relief committees, and an appropriate 
number of members to the Sick and Visiting committees 

2. Appoint any other committees as needed 
E. serve as ex-officio chairman of the chapter Relief Committee and request immediate relief for a recipient in need 

from the Worthy Grand Matron 
F. ascertain that any Benevolent Applications for assistance and Benevolent Renewal Application fonns are 

completed and returned to the Chairman of the Benevolent Board 
G. call special meetings and rehearsals when required for the good of the Order 
H. appoint a new Investigating Committee on a petition for membership if the original committee fails to repott at the 

expiration of thirty (30) days and requests no further extension of time 
l. in the event a petition for membership is rejected within the chapter, or upon notification of a rejection from a 

concurrent chapter within the jurisdiction, immediately read Article I, Section 5, Rules and Regulations for 

Subordinate Chapter 
J. ascertain that the proper returns are made, and the per capita assessment paid to the Grand Secretary 

K. sign the necessary reports submitted to Grand Chapter 
L. have the authority to examine the Secretary and Treasurer books at any time 
M. if a vacancy occurs in the office of the Secretary and/or Treasurer, assume charge of the books, secure a financial 

review, and deliver the same to the duly appointed or elected and installed successor 

N. have the authority to request a financial review of the chapter financial records by the Finance Committee as 

deemed necessary 
0. sign all watTants, minutes , and demits authorized by the chapter 
P . direct char the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter be amended immediately to conform with the legislation enacted at 

each session of the Grand Chapter and General Grand Chapter if applicab le 
Q. prior to November I , read at a stated meeting the irregularities and questions and answers , and summarize and 

report on the adopted changes to the Idaho Code and Digest 
R. consult with the Worthy Patron on all matters of importance 

S. prior to each stated meeting, confer with the Secretary regarding correspondence received and any business to come 
before the chapter 

T. ensure that at least two members are authorized as signatories on the chapter checking and savings accounts, one of 

which is the Treasurer 

U. appoint a member to carry the flag if desired 
V. appoint an official prompter and appoint the Associate Matron to prompt the Associate Patron 
W. appoint members to fi ll offices pro tern , or ask any officer to fi ll another position pro tern 

X. at the conclusion of the chapter year, return to the Secretary all chapter properties received at installation 

Y. welcome the new members and refer them to the chapter Secretary regarding the current dues requirement 
Z. preside, or appoint a lawful representative at any trial by the chapter 
AA. convene the chapter and urrender the gavel to the Worthy Grand Matron when she visits the chapter in an 

official capacity other than the annual Official Visit 

AB. in the event the chapter dissolves. surrender the chapter's Chai1er, all copies of the Secret Work, all permanent 
chapter records (minutes, financial records, and the membership ledgers), and monies to the Worthy Grand Matron . 
Chapter paraphernalia shall be disposed at the discretion of the chapter members 



Section 3. The Worthy Patron shall: 
A. preside during the ceremony of initiation and at other times when requested to do so by the Worthy Matron 
B. be responsible for one (l) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be recorded by the Secretary 
C. advise and assist the officers in their duties and the ritualistic work of the Order 
D. conduct the proficiency examination 
E. perform all other duties and exercise such powers as prescribed by the Ritual of the Order 
F. in the absence of both the Worthy Matron and Associate Matron , appoint any Sister in good standing to fill the 

office pro tern, using a Past Matron if possible 
G. be responsible for violations of all laws of the Order by his chapter 
H. report to the chapter all demits , suspensions, expulsions, and reinstatements from the Masonic Lodge of Brothers 

who are 111e111bers of the chapter 
I. verify that Brothers, including officers, members , or visitors are Master Masons in good standing through dues 

cards and/or Lodge Secretaries 

Ratio11ale: 
• Moderni::ed wording and changed some of the sentence srructure.1· to align and standardize wording used 

throughout other Articles within the Code and Digest. Specifical~y, the wol'ding about the secl'et wol'k and 
dissolving of chapters. 

• Added "Uniform " infi'ont of by-law when referencing chapter by-laws and added "special " infi·ont of 
dispensations. Changed per capita '· tax" to p er "capita assessmem ". Removed several references and 
renumbered sequences because of the various changes. 

• Changed committees to announce at installation and the 11u111bel' of members on Sick and Visiting. 
• Changed the way the WM reports about Grand Chapter. 
• Removed the responsibility of'special events, insta/larions, and memorialsfor members. 
• Added the responsibility of checking dues card of Brothers to th e WP 

Submitted by 

Hermosa #32 Mizpah #6 



Legislation Number: __ / ___ _ 

'2 ,..-"' 
Date Received: "J -.J-j: ' d- '7 

Name of Code Section 
Pages 
Articles 

Section 

{Grand Secretary Use Only) 

Rules & Regula tions - Idaho Subordinate C hapters 
42, 46, 47 
VI DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
4 - Assoc. Matron, 5 - Assoc. Patron, 8 - Conductress, 9 - Assoc. Conductress, 

Now reads: (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

Section 4. The Associate Matron shall : 
A. Pe1fo r111 the duti es pertaining to her offi ce, and in event of vacancy, absence or di sabili ty of the Wrn1hy Matron, assume her station, 

powers and duties. 
B. Ass ist the Marshal in the preparation, removal, and storage of the Chapter paraphernalia. 

Section 5. The Associate Patron shall: 
A. Perform the duti es pertaining to hi s office , and in event of vacancy, absence or disability of the Worth y Patron, assume hi s 
stati on, powers and duti es . 
B. Be respons ible for one ( l ) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be accompanied by a writ ten receipt. 
C. Ass ist the Marshal in the preparati on, removal, and storage of tbe Chapter paraphernalia. 

Section 8 . The Conductress shall : 
A. Ascertain that all visitors have a properly signed receipt for dues at all Chapter meetings and the Worthy Grand Matron's school of 

instruction. She shall greet all vis itors, assist i.n having them sign the Visitors' Register and see that they are inu·oduced to the Worthy 
Matron and other members. lfshe cannot vouch for a visitor, she shall noti fy the Worthy Matron .a 

B. lnsttu ct newly in itiated members on or before the next meeting: 
I. How to enter and retire while Chapter is in sess ion. 
2. How and when to use the reverent attimde. 
3. Meaning of' thc raps of the gavel. 
4. How to ballot. 

C. Instruct a profic iency class fo r members. A proficiency test should be taken with in six (6) months from date of initiation. 
D. Be responsi bl e for one ( 1) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be accompani ed by a wri tten rece ipL 
E. Assist the Marshal in the preparation, removal, and storage of the Chapter paraphernalia. 

Section 9. The Associate Conductress shall : 
A. Assist the Conducu·ess in: 
l . Examining visitor receipts. 
2. Instructing newly initiated members. 
3. Preparing members for the proficiency test. 
4. Tntroducing, whenever her assistance is needed. 
B. Assure proper preparation and location of the ballot box prior to a meeting in which balloting is likely to occur. The ballot box is placed 

at the North of the pedestal in the East before the Chapter is opened. 
C. Assist the Marshal in the preparati on, removal, and storage of the Chapter paraphernali a. 
D . He responsibl e fo r one (1) copy of the Secre t Work and any transfe r shall be accompanied by a w ritten receipt. 

Changes: Delete old articles in their entirety and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rationale at the end. 
{Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strikethroughs. Capitalization and punctuation 

(housekeeping) were changed but were not deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular black font.) 

Section 4. The Associate Matron shall : 
A. Perfo rm the duti es pertaining to her office, and in the event of vacancy, absence, or di sabili ty of the Worthy 

M atron , assume her stati on, powers, and duties 
B. Ass ist the Marshal in the preparation, remova l, and storage of the chapter paraphernalia7 

Section 5. The Associate Patron shall: 
A. Perform the duti es pertaining to his offi ce, and in event of vacancy , ab ence, or di sabili ty of the Worthy Patron, 

assume his station, powers, and duties 
B. Be responsible for one ( I) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be accompanied by a vffittefl receif)t 

recorded by the Secretary 
C. Ass ist the Marshal in the preparation , removal , and storage of the chapter paraphernalia7 



Section 8. The Conductress shall: 
A. Ascertain that all visitors have a current, sealed, and properly signed dues receipt for d1:1es at all chapter meetings 

and the Worthy Grand Matron ' s school of instruction. She shall greet all visitors, assist in having them sign the 
Visitors' Register, and see that they are introduced to the Worthy Matron and other members. If she cannot vouch 
for a visitor, she shall notify the Worthy Matron . 

B. Instruct newly initiated members on or before the next meeting on: 
I. how to enter and retire while chapter is in session 
2. how and when to use the reverent attitude 
3. the meaning of the raps of the gavel 
4. how to ballot 

C. Present, introduce, and escort members and visitors 
D. Be responsible for one ( 1) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shal I be aecompaHied ay a writteH receipt 

recorded bv the Secretary7 
E. Assist the Marshal in the preparation, removal , and storage of the chapter paraphcmalia7 
G_E. Instruct a proficiency class for members. A proficiency test should be taken within six (6) months from date of 

initiation 
Section 9. The Associate Conductress shall: 

A. Assist the Conductress ffi with: 
I. the examination of examining visitor dues receipts7 
2. the instruction of !Hstruetiflg newly initiated members oo: 

a. how to enter and retire while chapter is in session 
b. how and when to use the reverent attitude 
c. the meaning of the raps of the gavel 
d. how to ballot 

3. the preparation of Prepariflg members for the proficiency test 
4 . introductions introducing, when needed 

B. Ensure proper preparation and location of the ballot box prior to a meeting in which balloting is likely to occur-+he 
ballot bOJt is plaeed at the ~forth of the pedestal iR the East before the Chapter is opeaed. 

I}; C. Be responsible for one ( 1) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be aeeompanied by a v,critten reeeipt 
recorded bv the Secretary. 

b7 D. Assist the Marshal in the preparation, removal , and storage of the chapter paraphernalia. 

Would then read: 

Section 4. The Associate Matron shall: 
A. perfonn the duties pertaining to her office, and in the event of vacancy, absence, or disability of the Worthy 

Matron, assume her station, powers, and duties 
B. assist the Marshal in the preparation , removal , and storage of the chapter paraphernalia 

Section 5. The Associate Patron shall: 
A. perform the duties pertaining to his office, and in event of vacancy, absence, or disability of the Worthy Patron , 

assume hi s station , powers, and duties 
B. be responsible for one (1) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be recorded by the Secretary 
C. assist the Marshal in the preparation , removal , and storage of the chapter paraphernalia 

Section 8. The Conductress shall: 
A. ascertain that all visitors have a current, sealed, and properly signed dues receipt at all chapter meetings and the 

Worthy Grand Marron 's school of instruction . She shall greet all visitors, assist in having them sign the Visitors ' 
Register, and see that they are introduced to the Worthy Matron and other members. Tf she cannot vouch for a visitor, 
she shall notify the Worthy Matron 

B. instruct newly initiated members on or before the next meeting on: 
I. how to enter and retire while chapter is in session 
2. how and when to use the reverent attitude 



3. the meaning of the raps of the gavel 
4. how to ballot 

C. present , introduce, and escort members and visitors 
D. be responsible for one ( I) copy of the Secret Work and any transfer shall be recorded by the Secretary 
E. assist the Marshal in the preparation , removal , and storage of the chapter paraphernalia 
f. instruct a proficiency class for members . A proficiency test shou ld be taken within six (6) months from date of 

initiation 

Section 9. The Associate Conductress shall: 
A. assist the Conductress with: 

1. the examination of visitor dues receipts 
2. th e instruction of newly initiated members: 

a. how to enter and retire while chapter is in sess ion 
b. how and when to use the reverent attitude 
c. the meaning of the raps uf the gavel 
d. how to ballot 

3. the preparation of members fo r the proficiency test 
4. introductions when needed 

B. ensure proper preparation and location of the ballot box prior to a meeting in which balloting is likely to occur 
C. be responsible for one ( I) copy of th e Secret Work and any transfer shall be recorded by the Secretary 
D. assist the Marshal in the preparation, removal, and storage of the chapter paraphernalia 

Rationalr!: 
• Modernized wording and changed some of the sentence structures lo align and swndurdize wording used 

thmughout other Articles within the Code and Digest. Spec[fica!Zy the wording about the secret work. 
• Added ''Uniform " in Font uf by- la ws when referencing chapter by-laws and added "special " in ji'Ol1t of 

dispensations . Changed per capita ''tax" to per "capira assessment". Removed several references and 
renumbered sequences because of the various changes. 

• Assoc Conductress added the specffic duties and reworded lo match the Conductress and where the ballot box is 
placed. 

• No changes were made to Section IO - Marsha l 

Submitted by 

~r1r 
Hermosa #32 Idaho Chapter #49 



ame of Code Section Rul es & Regulations - Idaho Subordinate Chapters 

Pages 42-46 
Articles VI DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
Section 6 - Secretary, 7- Treasurer 

Now reads: (write verbatim what is in t he Code) 

Secti on 6 . The Secretary shall: 

Legislation Number: _ _ /_0 __ _ 

Date Received : j --:J'-/,, ;)5'" 
(Grand Secretary Use Only) 

A. Have custody of the ChapLer sea l, affixing Lhe same to all properly signed Dues Receipts, Demits,**Warrants, correspondence, 
and all other official documents. 

1. The Seal is Chapter property and shall be present at each meeting. 
2. The Secretary, or the Secretary pro tern , is the on ly officer authori zed to use the Seal. 

B. Properly record the proceedings of the Chapter, stating the official time of opening (when the Worthy Patron asks non-members 
to retire) and affixing the seal fol lowing Chapter approval and signature of the Worthy Matron. The minutes sha ll indicate if a 
regular officer is present and acting pro rem in another position. 

Any special dispensation shall be recorded in ful l in the chapter minutes. 
Chapter minutes must not show whether the report of the In vestigating Comm ittee was favorab le or 
unfavorable. Record in Chapter minutes when sojourning members ex hibit a receipt fo r dues. 

I. Minutes may be recorded in a loose-leaf book.a 

2. The readi ng of the minutes may not be omitted at a stated meeting unless the special order of business is used at the 
Official Visit. 

C. Prior to each stated meeting, confe r with the Worthy Matron in regard to correspondence received (refe r to Rules and 
Regulations, Artic le ff , Section IF)** and othe r business to come before the Chapter. Conduct all correspondence, under the 
supervision of the Worthy Matron , using the Chapter name and number. 

I. See Rules and Regulations. Article II , Section 7, when submitting in vitations fo r the annual official visitation of the Worthy 
Grand Matron. 

2. Verify that the Request for Renewal of Benevolent Fund Assistance fo rm is completed and mailed to the Chairman of the 
Benevolent Fund Board. (Refer to By-Laws, Article VI, RELIEF) 

D. Collect all monies due the Chapter, keep a correct account thereof, report at each stated meeting and pay promptly to the 
Treasurer taking a receipt for same. 

E. Jnform new members regarding dues requirements. 
F. Issue warran ts, signed by the Worthy Matron, to the Treasurer for sums authori zed by the Chapter. 
G. Issue all receipts and membership cards, des ignating Chapter name, number and location. 

I. A dues rece ipt sha ll be issued to each Life Member and each Vo luntary Prepaid Life Member by January I of each year. 
2. Two (2) receipts for dues (one for the current year and one fo r the delinquent year) sha ll be issued to reinstated members. 

H. Maintain a ledger sheet for each member, showing all tra nsactions and pertinent in fo rmati on, including date of initiation and 
proficiency. This record must be kept in an inactive file when membership ceases. 

I. Upon receip t of signed By-laws from a Chapter conducting a courtesy initiation enter on the membership roll the name of the 
member with the date of initiation, name and locati on of the Chapter conferring Lhe degrees 

J. Under the seal of the Chap ter request a courtesy initiation and provide a copy of the Uni fo rm By-Laws properly fi lled out for the 
candidate to sign. This copy shal l be ret11rned to the Chapter fo r its records. 

K. Purchase from the Grand Secretary and have in her/his possession all offic ial documents, such as Petitions, Demi ts, Certificates 
of Transfer, Rituals, Idaho Code & Digest, Un iform By-Laws and other supp li es. 

L. On or before the 3 I st of January, forward to the Grand Secretary a statistica l report fo r the preceding year. signt:d by the Worthy 
Matron and Secretary. Indicate fifty year, ++p lu ra l and voluntary prepaid li fe members and incl ude a the per capi ta tax and 
Internati onal Headquarters** Fund moni es. (Refer to Rules and Regulations" Article XVII , Sec 3, C) 

M. Transmit to the Worthy Grand Matron, Associate Grand Matron, Grand Secretary, and Grand Conductress within ten ( I 0) days 
after each installation, a typewritten li st of the Chapter officers, signed by the Worthy Matron and the Secretary. This report 
sha ll include date of elec ti on and insta ll ati on , name, and titl e of installing officer, mailing address, phone number and spouse's 
"given name (where app licable) for all oflicers. 



N. Submit to the Grand Secretary immediate ly: 
I. Twenty (20) rimes the annua l dues paid for VPLM, Memorial VPLM or Associate VPLM. (Refer to Rules and Regulations 

Artic le XVTI, Sections 4, 5, and 6) 
2. The proceeds of all will s and bequests made to the Grand Chapter ofldaho. 

0. Send a copy of the changes to the Chapter By-Laws plus three (3) copies of the complete Uniform By-Laws, as amended from 
either Grand Chapter or Subordinate Chapter legislation to the Worthy Grand Matron. Two copies of the approved Uniform 
By-Laws arc returned to the Chapter, one to be in the possession of the Secretary and the second one to be given to the 
Worthy Matron . Amendments initiated by the Chapter must be approved by the Worthy Grand Matron before becoming 
effective. The Secreta1y shall then update the official Chapter By-Laws book. This book should be available during in iti ation 
for new members ' signatures. 

P. Furnish a copy of the most recent approved Chapu:r By-Laws to tht: Wo11hy Grand Matron when she inspects the minutes. 
Q. Upon the request of a Chapter who has accepted a member with a Ce11ificatc of Transfer, immediately issue a demit and repo11 

at the next meeting. 
The Secretary must receive the demit of an Affiliated Member before she/he can sign the Chapter By-Laws, however 

failure to sign does not vo id membership. 
R. Verify that all petitions for membership are made out in regular form and accompanied by the proper fee and certificate, or its 

eq ui valent, of proper Masonic affiliation or relationship before reading them. All petitions must remain in her possession 
(except during balloting when the Worthy Matron ha possession). Tfa request to have a petition removed and fee returned is 
made before the petition has been read to the Chapter the Secretary shall return the fee. 

Although the Chapter is under no ob ligarion to return the in iti ation fee of the candidate who is elected but refused to 
receive the degrees , rhe Chapter shou ld return th e fee . 

Fees accompanying petitions must be deposited in the general fund of the Chapter as receipts of the meeting when 
petitions are read. 

S. Notify in writ ing by regu lar*'"or elecn-onic mail, if desired by member: 
I. By September first ( l "), all members who wi ll, on the first ( I st) day of Janua1y of the following year, be in arrears for the current 

year ' s dues. 
2. All petitioners of th e results of the ballot and, if rejected, immediately return the fee and demit or certificate of transfer if 

applicable. 
3. ++ The Grand Secretary of a receipt of a peti tion fo r Plural Membership from another Grand Jurisdiction. The Grand 

Secretary shall ascertain whether the Grand Jurisdiction in which the membership is held pern1its Plural membership. 
(Refer to Rules & Regulations Article XII, Section 5 E).++ln case of Plural membership petitions from this or other Grand 
Jurisdictions: 
a) If the petitioner is elected to Plural Membership. the Secretary of the electing Chapter shall notify the Primmy Chapter 

(Refer to Rules and Regulations Article XVll , Section I) and the Grand Secretary of this Grand Jurisdiction . 
b) In case of suspension, expulsion, demit or death the Secretary shall notify the Plural member's Chapter(s) and the Grand 

Secretary.++ 
4. Notify the Grand Secretary of a Petition for Reinstatement from a previous member in Idaho suspended for non-payment of dues 

from a Chapter which no longer exists. State member 's name, name & number of former Chapter and year of suspension . 
Verification of previous membership must be received from the Grand Secretary before the petition may be read. (Refer to 
Rult:s & Regulaliuns, Article XII, Section 6, B.) 

5. All requests for special dispensations from the Worthy Grand Matron when instructed to do so, assuring that sufficient time is 
allowed to accomplish the request before the annual session of Grand Chapter, including a fee of one do ll ar ($ 1.00) for the 
fol lowing reasons: a) To elect and install officers out of time. 
b) Change place of meet ing. 
c) Initiate within two (2) weeks of candidate election. (Refer to By-Laws and Rules, Article VI I, Section 2, B, 2 (b). 6. All 

requests for waive rs from other Grand " Jurisdictions when necessary. Reply must be received before ba ll ot is taken. Out of state 
requests must be secured through the Worthy Grand Matron. 
7. The Worthy Grand Matron that the annual Grand Chapter reports have been reviewed. (Refer to Rules and Regulations, Article 

JI , Section 9) ". 
8. As soon as possible, all deaths occurring in the Chapter to the Grand Chap lain. Upon the death of a Past Grand Matron, Past 

Grand Patron , or Grand Officer, send a brief li[e history of the deceased to the Grand Secretary. (Refer to By-Laws and Rules, 
Article V, Section 15). 

9. All res ident members of special meetings . 
I 0. The home Chapter of a visiting Member who has passed the proficiency test. 
11. On or before January 25, the Star Information Comm ittee Chairman of changes in the Chapter 
Roster. 12. The Golden Star Commi ttee Chairman, of the names, addresses and birthdays of all 
new SO-year members, the names of deceased SO-year members, and any change of 
address of a 50-year member. 
T. J\t the last stated meeting in October, read the names of all members whose current year dues will be in arrears on January 1 of 

the following yea r. On January I of the fo llowing year, issue notices of suspens ion. 
U. At the first stated meeting in January of each year, report those members suspended for no n-payment of dues, and record the 



names in the minutes. 
V. Ascertai n if the incoming Worthy Matron has the latest revision of the Ritual , Idaho Code & Digest and By-Laws of the Chapter. 
W. Provide the Idaho Code & Digest, the By-Laws of the Chapter, and the Secret Work for the Installing Officer to present to the 
proper officers at time of Installation. 
X. Provide the Worthy Patron , Associate Patron , Conductress and Associate Conductress with a copy of the Secret Work and 

record the receipt of same in the Chapter minutes. 
Y. Co ll ect five dollars ($5.00) fo rlnternational Headquarters** Fund from all initiated a[fi liated and pl ural members and issue a 

certificate for same. Forward al l monies to the Grand Secretary with the annual report. 
Z. Forward to the Grand Secretary, no later than April I, all monies co ll ected for the Benevolent Fund, EST ARL, Scholarship Fund 

and special projects. 
AA. Distribute the complimentary proceedings of Grand Chapter as follows: One (I) copy for Chapter, one (l) copy for the Wo11hy 

Matron whose year coincides with her WGM. 
AB. Retain for Chapter use the complimentary copy of the Grand Chapter Membership Roster. 
AC. Deliver to the successor all Chapter properties in her/his possess ion. 
AD. ln the event the Chapter dissolves, su1Tender all Chapter records to the Worthy Matron. 
AE. Immediately dispense all Benevolent Funds when received from Grand Chapter with consideration to the needs and 

anonymity of tJ1c recipients . 
AF. Tn the event ofa merger, the subordinate Chapter Secreca,y receiving the Yolunta,y, Associate or Memorial Prepaid Life 

Membership shall inform the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer prior to December 31 o[ thal year. 

Section 7. The Treasurer shall: 
A. Issm: n;:ce ipts for money received from the Secretary and deposit the money. 
B. Issue checks in payment of warrants received from the Secretaty. 
C. Report annua lly, or upon request from the Worthy Matron, al l receipts and disbursements. 
D. Kccp an accurate account, in permanent books, of all transactions. 
E. Deliver to the successor al l Chapter property and money in her/hi s possession. 
F ln the event the Chapter di ssolves, su1Tendcr al I Chapter records and monies to the Worthy Matron . 

Changes: Delete old articles in their entirety and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rationale at the end. 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strikethroughs. Capitalization and punctuation 

(housekeeping) were changed but were not deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular black font.) 

Section 6. The Secretary shall: 
A. have custody of th e chapter seal, affixing the same to all properly signed minutes , dues receipts , demits, warrants , 

correspondence, and all other officia l docLUncnts 

_L ensure that the The Seal is chapter seal is prope1ty and shall be present at each meeting 
I, the Secretary, or the Secretary pro tern, is the only officer authorized to use the seal 

B. properly record the proceedings of the chapter following the order of business and affix the seal following chapter 

approval and signature of the Worthy Matron. The minutes shall: 
!.: state stateiRg the official time of opening (when the Worthy Patron asks non-members to retire) b._(was B 
second line) reflect in full any special dispensat ions which were read shall be reeorded in full in the ehapter 
miH1:1tes 
3. (was B first paragraph)The minutes shall indicate if a regular an installed officer is present and the name of 

any acting pro tem officer in another positiol'l. 

4. (was B third paragraph) . Chapter minutes must not show whether indicate only that the report of the Investigating 
Committee was given. The minutes shall not state if the report was favorable or unfavorable 5. not include 
attachments, pictures, news articles, or publicity 
6. IRdicate Reeord in Chapter min1:1les whet1: so:io1:1rniHg members eJchihit a receipt for dues 
6.-Bl. Mia1:1tes may be recorded in a loose-leaf book if desired 

7. Il2. The readiRg of the miRUtes may not be omitted at a stated meeting unless the special order of business is used 
at the Official Visit 

C. prior to each stated meeting, confer with the Worthy Matron 1H regarding any te correspondence received (ref@r to 
RHJes and RegHJatiotts, Artiele II, Seotion lF) and any ether-business to come before the chapter 
!1._(C was second sentence) Conduct all correspoAd@Ace, uAder tl=le supervisieA efthe Worthy MatroA, usiAg the 
ehapter t1:affie and 



btain approval from the Worthy Matron for all correspondence us ing lhe chapter name and number and 
Cl. See Ri:lles aad Regulatioas, A.rtiele II, Seetion 7, and when submitting invitations for the annual official visitation 

of the Worthy Grand Matron 
E.Gb verify that the Benevolent Application and Benevolent Request for Renewal Application form s are ef 

BeAe,,olent FuAd Assistaaee form is completed, signed, affixed with the chapter sealed, and mailed to the Chairman 

of the Benevolent Fund Board 
f.9 . Collect receive all monies due the chapter, pay them promptly to the Treasurer, takin2 theit· receipt, keep an 

accurate eeffe6t account thereef, and record the receipts in the minutes report at eaeh stated meeting and pay 

promptly to the Treasurer taking a reeeipt fur saFAe. 
G. have the permanent books, membership ledger sheets, minutes, and warrant books current and available for 

the annual financial review and/or upon the request of the Worthy Matron 
H:F. issue warrants, signed by the Worthy Matron and affixed with the chapter seal , to the Treasurer for 

SttfftS-payments authorized by the chapter 
!: G . issue all dues receipts and membership eards affixed with the chapter seal , designating chapter name, 

number, and location 
J, E inform new members regarding dues requirements 

K G#h by January 1 of each year, A dues receipt shall ee issued a dues receipt to each Life Member and each 
Vo lun tary Prepaid Life Member-ey January I of eaeh year 

L.~ issue two (2) dues receipts for dues (one for the cuffent year and one for the delinquent year) sl:!all be issued to 

reinstated members 
M.H. maintain a ledger sheet for each member, showing all transactions and pertinent information, including date of 

initiation and proficiency, all chapter, Grand Chapter, and General Grand Chapter offices and appointments 
held. This record must be kept in an inactive file when membership ceases 

N.f. upon receipt of signed Uniform By-Laws from a chapter conducting a courtesy initiation, enter on the membership 
rol I the name of the member with the date of initiation, name, and location of the chapter conferring the degrees O.J: 
under the seal of Lhc chapter. request a courtesy initiation and provide a copy of the Uniforn1 By-Laws prei,erly fill ea 
em: for the candidate to sign . This copy shall be returned to the chapter for its records~ P.K P1:1rehase from the Grand 
Seeretary arH.i have in hef,ih,i.s their possession or readily available al l current official documents, such as petitions, 
demits, Ce1i ificates of Transfer, Rituals, Tdaho Code & and Digest, Uniform By-Laws, and other supplies~ 
.Q.:b . on or before the 31st of January 31 , forward to the Grand Secretary a statistical the annual report for the preceding 

year, affixed with the chapter seal and; signed by the Worthy Matron and Secretary Indicate fifty year, ph:1ral and 
Yoluntary i,repaia life members. 

R.L secoad sentence lli!.Y.1!..!! aad include the per capita ~ assessment and International Headquarters Fund monies to 
the Grand Secretary to be included with the annual report 

S.M. within ten (10) davs after each installation, complete and transmit to the Worthy Grand Matron , Associate 
Grand Matron , Grand Secretary, and Grand Conductress withia ten (10) days after each iastallatioa, an installation 
report or follow-up installation report affixed with the chapter seal and ~ev,rrinen list of the Chapter officers, 
signed by the Worthy Matron and the Secretary. This repert shall inelude date of eleetien and installation, name, and 
title of installing officer, mailing aeeress, flhone number ane spouse's given name (where applicaele) for all offieers_ 
T.N . submit to the Grand Secretary immediately: 

I. twenty (20) times the annual dues paid for Voluntary Prepaid Life Memberships, Memorial Voluntary 
Prepaid Life Memberships, or Associate Voluntary Prepaid Life Memberships VPLM, Memorial VPLM or 
Associate VPLM. 

2. the proceeds of all wills and bequests made to the Grand Chapter of Idaho 

U.G . send a copy of the changes to the chapter Uniform By-Laws plus three (3) copies of the complete Uniform By 
Laws, as amended by the chapter, froffi either Grand Chapter, or S1:1bordinate General Grand Chapter legislation to 
the Worthy Grand Matron. Two ill copies of the approved Uniform By-Laws arc returned to the chapter, one to be in 
the possession of the Secretary and the second one to be given to the Worthy Matron . Amendments initiated by the 
chapter must be approved by the Worthy Grand Matron before becoming effective. The Secretary shall then update 

the official chapter Uniform By-Laws, which book. This book shm,ild shal1 be available duri0g iaitiation for aew 

memeers ' signatures. to all members 
V.fl. furnish a copy of the most recent approved chapter Uniform By-Laws to the Worthy Grand Matron when she 



inspects the minutes 
W.Q. upon the request of a chapter who has accepted a member with a Certifi cate of Transfer, immediately issue a 

demit and report at the next meeting. The Secretary must receive the demit of an Affiliated Member before 
sbefhe thev can sign the chapter Uniform By-Laws. However, fai lure to sign does not void membership 

X.R verify that all petitions for membership are made out iH regular fomi complete and accompanied by the proper fee 
and required documents certificate, or its equivalent, of proper MasoHie affiliation, sponsorship, or relationship 
before reading them. Al l petitions must remain in her-the Secretary's possession fexeept during ba ll oting when the 
Worthy Matron has possession:}. If a request to have a petition removed and the fee returned is made before the 

petition has been read to the chapter, the Secretary shall return the fee Although the Chapter is under no obligation to 
return th@ initiation f@e of the caF1aidate '+YB:O is electea but refused to reeeiYe the aegrees, the Chapter should return 
the fee . Fees aeeompanyiBg petition.s m1:1st be deposited m the general fuad of the Chapter as receipts of the meeting 
wheR petitioRs are read. 

Y.S-S-:- request from the Worthy Grand Matron fer a special dispensa tion when instructed to do so: All reqliests for 
special disfleRsatim1s from the Worthy GraBd Matron assuriBg that sufi'i:eieHt tim.e is allowed to aeeomplish the 
req1:1est before the aooual session of GraHa Chapter, incluaing a fee of oae dollar (~ 1.00) for the follmviHg reasons : 
when inslructed to do so for : 

l. To elect and install officers out of time. to initiate within two (2) weeks, provided three (3) days have elapsed 

after election of candidates~ 
2. ChaRge place of meeting to elect officers out of time at a stated meeting and to install elected officers out of 

time at a special or stated meeting 

3. ~ to change place of meeting, provided the building is appropriate and approved Initiate vAthin twe 
(2) weeks of cfanaidat3 eleetiee. (Refer te By Lav,•s and Rules, Article VII, Seetiea 2, :B, 

4. to change date and/or time of stated meeting 

Special dispensations, accompanied by the fee of $1, to be submitted to allow sufficient time to complete the 
the request before the Grand Chapter annual session 

'!;_. notify: in writing by regtilaror electronic mail , if desires ey memeer: 
I. by September I first ( I st); al I members who will, on the first (1st) day of January! of the following year, be in 

arrears for the cmTent year's dues 
2. a ll petitioners of the results of the ballot and, if rejected, immediately return lhe fee and demit or Certificate of 

Transfer, if appl ieable 
3. S4 }lfotify• the Grand Secretary of a Petition for Reinstatement from a previous member in ldaho suspended for 

non-payment of dues from a chapter which no longer exists. State member's name, name, and &-number of 

the fo rmer chapter and year of suspens ion. Verification of previous membership must be received from the 
Grand Secreta1y before the petition may be !i_read 

4. S-6. the Worthy Grand Matron of all requests for waivers from other Grand Jurisdictions •uhen necessary. 

Her reply must be received before a ballot is taken. Out of state requests must he secured through tae Werthy 
Greftti MattoR 

7. The Worthy Grand Matron that the annual Grand Chaflter reflOFts irregularities, questions and ans,Yers, and 
Ufldates to the Idaho Cose and Digest have been. reviewed at a ehaflter meetiag. 

5. £&. the Grand Chaplain, using the current Notification of Death form, of As seen as pessible, all 
deaths occurring in the chapter as soon as possible to the Graad ChaplaiR. 

6. other chapter Secretaries on the death of a plural member 
7. &9. all resident members of special meetings.· 

8. ·&W. the heme-primary chapter of a ,•isiti0g plural member who has passed the proficiency test 2:._£l-l.. fil! 
or before January 25, the Star Information Committee of changes in the chapter Roster 6fH»' befure 
Januaf)' 25 
10,:8-h!. on or before January 25, the Golden Star Committee Chairman, of fbthe names, addresses aHd 

birt~days contact information, and years of service all Rew of all 50-year members 

b. the names of deeeasea 50 year members, and 
e. aay change efaddress efa 50 year member 

!1+. the chapter at the last stated meeting in October, reae-the names of a ll members whose cunent year's dues 



wi ll be in arrears on January I of the following year 
!1_&;_ the Grand Secretary of a receipt of a petition for plural membership from another Grand Jurisdiction. The 

Grand Secretary shall ascerta in whether the Grand Juri sdiction in which the membership is held permits plural 
membership 
In case of plural membership petitions from rhis or other Grand Jurisdictions: 

a)If the petitioner is e lected to plural membership , the Secretary of the electing chapter shall notify the primary 
chapter and the Grand Secretary of this Grand Juri sdiction 

b)Tn case of suspension, expulsion, demit, or death , the Secretary shall notify the plural member's chapterts-)-and 

the Grand Secretary 
AA. 88 seeofte senteaee . Upon the death of a Past Grand Matron, Past Grand Patron, or Grand Officer, send a brief Ii fe 

history of the deceased to the Grand Secretary 
AB. on .January 1, issue notices of suspension to all members suspended for non-payment of dues as of December 

31 of the previous year 
AB. Y. at the first stated meeting in JanHal)' of each calendar year, ~ read those members suspended for 

nonpayment of dues, and record the names in the minutes 
AD. verify +f-that the incoming Worthy Matron has the latest nwision versions of the Ritual, Idaho Code and& 

Digest, and Uniform By-Laws of the chapter 
AE.W. provide the current Idaho Code and& Digest, the-Uniform By-Laws of the "7hapter, and the Secret Work to the 

Installing Officer to present to the proper officers at time ofTnstall ation 
AF. collect the Secret Work from the outgoing Worthv Patron, Associate Patron. Conductress, and Associate 

Conductress and properly record the return of the same 
AG.~ provide the newly installed Worthy Patron, Associate Patron, Conductress and Associate Conductress with a 

copy of the Secret Work and properly record the receipt of same in the Chapter mi1mtes. 
AH.¥-,-col lect the International Headquarters Fund fee from all initiated, affi li ated, and plural members., and issHe a 
certificate for same. Forv1ard all monies to the Grand .Secretary with to be included with the annual report Al.&.­
no later than April 1, forward to the Grand Secreta1y, no later than April 1, all monies collected for the 
Benevolent Fund, EST ARL, Scholarship Fund, Service Dogs, and special projects 
AJ .AA-c receive: DistribHte the eomplimeataf)' proeeediags of GraAd Chapter as follmvs 

1. two 2 complimentarv copies of the proceedings of Grand Chapter; one (I) for the chapter and one (I) for the 
Worthy Matron whose year coincides with the Worthy Grand Matron 

b_AB-one ( 1) copy of the membership roster Retaia for ehapter, Hse the complimeetar)' eopy of the Grand Chapter 

Membership Roster 
1. Retain Oone ( l) eo13y for the Cehapter, ans issHe 
2. one (1) eopy for to the 'Northy Matros whose year eoifleides 1llith her WGM 

AK.At. deliver to their successor all chapter properties in hefAtts their possession 

AL.A&. in the event the chapter dissolves , surrender all chapter permanent record books, minute books, membership 
ledger sheets, and financial records to the Worthy Matron 

AM.Ae. immediately dispense all Benevolent Funds when received from Grand Chapter as instructed wtth 

eonsieeration to the aeeds and aaonymity of the reeipieets . 
AN . retain the chapter's permanent records per the records retention requirements issued by the Grand 

Secretarv 
AO.AF. in the event of a merger, the Secretary of the subordinate chapter Seeretary receiving the list of Voluntary , 

Memorial Associate, or Associate Memorial Prepaid Life Memberships shall inform the Grand Secretary and Grand 
Treasurer prior to December 3 I of that year 

Section 7. The Treasurer sha ll : 

A. issue receipts for money received from the Secretary and deposit the money as soon as possible B. issue 
checks in payment of warrants affixed with chapter seal, received from the Secretary and signed by the 
Worthy Matron 
C. report annually, or upon request from the Worthy Matron, all receipts and disbursemeets. the beginning and ending 

balances and a summation of financial activity 
D. keep an accurate account, in pe1manent books, of a ll transactions 



E. deliver to their successor all chapter property and money in ~ their possession 
F in the cvcnl the chapter dissolves, sun-ender all chapter permanent record books, financial records, and monies to 

the Worthy Matron 
G. have the permanent books, financial records, receipt books, checkbooks, and supporting documentation 

available for the annual financial review and/or upon the request of the Worthv Matron 

Would then read: 

Section 6. The Secretary shall: 

A. have custody of the chapter seal, affixing the same to all properly signed minutes, dues receipts , dem its, 
warrants, correspondence, and all other official documents 

1. ensure that the chapter sea l is present at each meeting 

2. the Secretary or th e Secretary pro tern is the only officer authori zed to use the seal 

B . properly record the proceedings of the chapter following the order of business and affix the seal following 
chapter approval and signature of the Worthy Matron. 

The 111 i nutes shall: 

1. sta te th e official time of opening (when the Worthy Patron asks non-members to retire) 

2. reflect in full any special di spensations which were read 

3. indicate if an installed officer is present and the name of any pro tern officer 

4. indicate only that the report of the In vest igating Committee was given. The minutes shall not state if 
the report was favorable or unfavorable 

5. not include attachments, pictures, news articles, or publicity 

6. be recorded in a loose-leaf book ifdcsircd 
7. not be omitted at a stated meeting unless the special order of bus iness is used at the Official 

Visit 
C. prior to each stated meeting, confer with th e Worthy Matron regarding any correspondence 
received and any business to come before the chapter 

D. obtain approval from the Worthy M atron for all correspondence using the chapter name and number and 

when submitting invita tions for the at1nual official visitation of the Worthy Grand Matron 

E. verify that the Benevolent Application and Benevolent Renewal Application forms are completes, 

signed , affixed with the chapter sealed , and mailed to the Chairman of the Benevolent Fund Board 

F receive all monies due the chapter, pay them promptly to the Treasurer, taking th eir receipt, keep an accurate 
account , and record the receipts in the minutes 

G. have the pe1111anent books, membership ledger sheets , minutes, and wa1i-ant books cunent and 

available for the annual financial rev iew and/or upon the request of the Worthy Matron 

H. issue warrants, s igned by the Worthy Matron and affixed with the chapter seal , to the Treasurer fo r 

payments authorized by th e chapter 

l. issue all dues receipts affixed with the chapter seal, designating chapter name, 
number, and location J. inform new members regarding dues requirements 

K. by Janua1y I of each year, issue a dues receipt to each Life Member and each Voluntary Prepaid Life 
Member 

L. issue two (2) dues receipts ( one for the current year and one for the delinquent year) to reinstated 

members 

M . maintain a ledger sheet for each member, show ing all transactions and pertinent info1mation, including 
date of initiation and proficiency, al I chapter, Grand Chapter, and General Grand Chapter offices and 

appointments held. This record must be kept in an inactive file when membership ceases 

N. upon receipt of signed Uniform By-Laws from a chapter conducting a courtesy initiation, enter on the 

membership roll the nam e of the member with the date of initiation, name, and location of the chapter 
conferring the degrees 

0 . under th e sea l of the chapter, request a courtesy initiation and provide a copy of the Unifonn By-Laws 



for the candidate to sign. This copy shall be returned to the chapter for its records 
P. have in their possession or readily available all current official documents, such as petitions, demits , 
Certificates of Transfer, Rituals , ldaho Code and Digest, Uniform By-Laws, and other supplies 

Q. on or before Janua1y 31 , forward to the Grand Secreta1y the annual report for the preceding year, 

affixed with the chapter seal ana,signed by the Worthy Matron and Secretary 
R. pay all per capita assessment and International Headquarters Fund monies to the Grand Secretary to be 

included with the annual report 

S. within ten (10) days after each installation, complete and transmit to the Worthy Grand Matron, Associate 
Grand Matron, Grand Secretary, and Grand Conductress, an installation rcpot1 or follow-up installation 
report affixed with the chapter seal and signed by the Worthy Matron and the Secretary 

T. submit to the Grand Secretary immediately: 
1. twenty (20) times the annual dues paid for Voluntary Prepaid Life Memberships, Memorial 
Voluntary Prepaid Life Memberships , or Associate Voluntary Prepaid Life Memberships 
2. the proceeds of all wills and bequests made to the Grand Chapter ofldaho 

U. send the changes to the chapter Uniform By-Laws plus three (3) copies of the complete Unifotm By­
Laws, as amended by the chapter, Grand Chapter, or General Grand Chapter legislation to the Wo11hy Grand 
Matron. Two (2) copies of the approved Unifo1m By-Laws are returned to the chapter, one to be in the 
possession of the Secreta1y and the second one to be given to the Worthy Matron. Amendments initiated by 
the chapter must be approved by the Worthy Grand Matron before becoming effective. The Secretary shall 
then update the official chapter Uniform By Laws , which shall be available to all members 
V. furnish a copy of the most recent approved chapter Uniform By-Laws to the Worthy Grand 

Matron when she inspects the minutes 
W. upon the request of a chapter who has accepted a member with a Certificate of Transfer, immediately 
issue a demit and report at the next meeting. The Secretary must receive the demit of an Affiliated Member 
before they can sign the chapter Uniform By-Laws. However, failure to sign does not void membership 

X. verify that all petitions for membership are complete and accompanied by the proper fee and required 
documents. All petitions must remain in the Secretary 's possession (except during balloting when the Worthy 
Matron has possession). If a request to have a petition removed and the fee returned is made before the 
petition has been read to the chapter, the Secretary shall return the fee 
Y. request from the Worthy Grand Matron a special dispensation when instructed to do so: 

1. to initiate within two (2) weeks, provided three (3) days have elapsed after election of 
candidates-

2. to elect officers out of time at a stated meeting and to install elected officers out of time at a 
special or stated meeting 
3. to change place of meeting, provided the building is appropriate and approved 

4. to change date and/or time of stated meeting 

Special dispensations, accompanied by the fee of $1 , to be submitted to allow sufficient time to complete 
the the request before the Grand Chapter annual session 

Z. Notify : 
I. by September l , all members who will , on January 1 of the following year, be in arrears for the 
current year's dues 
2. all petitioners of the results of the ballot and, if rejected, immediately return the fee and demit or 

Ce11ificate of Transfer, if applicable 
3. the Grand Secretary of a Petition for Reinstatement from a previous member in Idaho suspended for 
non-4. payment of dues from a chapter which no longer exists. State member ' s name, name, and number 

of the fonner chapter and year of suspension. Verification of previous membership must be received from 
the Grand Secretary before the petition is read 

4. the Worthy Grand Matron of all requests for waivers from other Grand Jurisdictions. Her reply must 
be received before a ballot is taken 



5. the Grand Chaplain, using the cuffent Notification of Death form , of all deaths occurring in the 

chapter as soon as possible 
6. other chapter Secretaries on the death of a plural member 

7. all resident members of special meetmgs. 
8. the primary chapter of a plural member who has passed the proficiency test 

9. on or before January 25 , the Star Information Committee of changes in the chapter Roster 

10. on or before January 25 , the Golden Star Committee Chairman, of the names, contact information, 

and years of service of all 50-year members 
11. the chapter at the last stated meeting in October, the names of all members whose current year's dues 

will be in arrears on January I of the following year 
12. the Grand Secretary of a receipt of a petition for plural membership from another Grand Jurisdiction . 
The Grand Secretary shall ascertain whether the Grand Jurisdiction in which the membership is held 
pennits plural membership 
In case of plural membership petitions from this or other Grand Jurisdictions: 

a)Tf the petitioner is elected to plural membership, the Secretary of the electing chapter shall notify 
the primary chapter and the Grand Secretary of this Grand Jurisdiction 

b)Tn case of suspension , expulsion , demit, or death , the Secretary shall notify the plural member's-
chapter(s) and the Grand Secretary 

AA. upon the death of a Past Grand Matron , Past Grand Patron, or Grand Officer, send a brief life 
history of the deceased to the Grand Secretmy 

AB. on January 1, issue notices of suspension to all members suspended for non-payment of dues as of 
December 31 of the previous year 

AC. at the first stated meeting of each calendar year, read those members suspended for nonpayment of dues, 
and record the names in the minutes 

AD. verify that the incoming Worthy Matron has the latest versions of the Ritual , Idaho Code and Digest, 
and Uniform By-Laws of the chapter 

AE. provide tbe crnTent Idaho Code and Digest, Unifo1111 By-Laws of the eh apter, and Secret Work to the 
Installing Officer to present to the proper officers at time of Jnstallation 

AF. col lect the Secret Work from the outgoing Worthy Patron, Associate Patron, Conductress, and Associate 
Conductress and properly record the return of the same 

AG. provide the newly installed Worthy Patron , Associate Patron, Conductress and Associate Conductress 
with a copy of the Secret Work and properly record the receipt of same 

AH. collect the International Headquarters Fund fee from all initiated, affiliated, and plural members to be 

included with the annual report 
AI. no later than April l, forward to the Grand Secretary all monies collected for the Benevolent Fund, 

EST ARL, Scholarship Fund, Service Dogs, and special projects 
AJ . receive: 

l. two 2 complimentary copies of the proceedings of Grand Chapter; one (1) for the chapter and one 
(1) for the Worthy Matron whose year coincides with the Worthy Grand Matron 
2. one ( L) copy of the membership roster 

AK. deliver to their successor all chapter properties in their possession 

AL in the event the chapter dissolves, SUITender all chapter pennanent record books, minute books, 
membership ledger sheets, and financial records to the Worthy Matron 

AM. immediately dispense all Benevolent Funds when received from Grand Chapter as instructed 
AN. retain the chapter 's permanent records per the records retention requirements issued by the Grand 

Secreta1y 

AO. in the event of a merger, the Secretary of the subordinate chapter receiving the list of Voluntary, 
Memorial , or Associate Memorial Prepaid Life Memberships shall inform the Grand Sccrcta1y and Grand 

Treasmer prior to December 31 of that year 



Section 7. The Treasurer shall: 

A. issue receipts for money received from the Secretary and deposit the money as soon as possible B . issue 
checks in payment of warrants affixed with chapter seal, received from the Secretary and signed by the Worthy 
Matron 
C. report annually, or upon request from the Worthy Matron, the beginning and ending balances and a 

summation of financial activ ity 

D. keep an accurate account, in permanent books, of all transactions 

E. deliver to their successor all chapter property and money in their possession 

Fin the event the chapter dissolves, surrender all chapter pem1anent record books, financial records, and 
monies to the Worthy Matron 

G. have the pennanent books, financial records, receipt books, checkbooks, and supporting documentation 
available for the annual financial review and/or upon the request of the Worthy Matron 

Rationale: 

• Modernized wording and changed some of the sentence structures to align and standardize wording 
usedthroughout other Articles within the Code and Digest. Specifically, the wording about the 
secret work. 

• Added "Uniform" in front of by-laws when referencing chapter by-laws and added "special " in 
Ji'ont of dispensations. Changed per capita "tax" to per "capita assessment". 

• Removed several references and renumbered sequences because of the various changes. 

• Rearranged deleted and added to the Secretary minutes, reworded some lines to add clarity and delete 
no longer used words, and updated/mm names. 

• Reordered the list of items that the Secreta1y must notify by combining some lines and breaking out 
others. Removed notification of' Grand Chapter reports. 

• Reorganized who gets the Proceedings and Roster. 

• Added retention of records 

• Treasurer added wording to match the Secretwy and other sections. 

Submitted by 

p~~ 

Mizpah #6 
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Name of Code Section 
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Rules & Regulations - Idaho Subordinate Chapters 
46-47 

Article 
Section 
Paragraph 

vn -COMMITTEES 
All sections 
All paragraphs 

Now reads : (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

Section 1. Scholarship: The committee shall consist of no fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to develop 
activities to promote and increase the Scholarship Fund. The committee shall sec that the Chapter makes an annual contribution to the 
Fund and will promote the Fund during the months of September, November, or December. The Comminee sh al I work in conjunction 
with the Scholarship Committee of Grand Chapter. distributing applications to qua lified students and assisting them in attaining 
sponsorship of the Chapter. 
Section 2. ESTARL: The committee shall consist ofno fewer than three (3) members whose primaty function is to develop activities 
to promote and increase the ESTARL Fund. It shall see that the Chapter makes an annual contribution to the EST ARL Fund. Working 
with the District ESTARL Chairman , the committee will observe a period during February to promote ESTARL. The committee shall 
also distribute application to potential a,vardees and assist them in attaining sponsorship of the Chapter 
Section 3. Examining: The committee sh al I consist of three (3) members, one of whom should be a brother -- preferably not officers. 
All should be thoroughly familiar with the secret work. They shall examine all visitors without proper avouchmcnt. They must 
ddermine the eligibility of' any member from New York, ew Jersey, Scot land , the United Grand Chapter o[ Australia, or 
jurisdictions of the Prince Hall Affiliated Order of Eastern Star, verifying that the relationship to a Master Mason is in accordance with 
the Ritual of the General Grand Chapter and as recognized as regular Masons by the Grand Lodge of Idaho. Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons. The committee must be satisfied that the visitor is a member. 
Section 4. Finance: The committee consisting of no fewer than three (3) members shall review the Chapter financial records and 
report at the first meeting in June. Additional reviews may be performed upon request of the Worthy Matron. 
Section 5. Benevolent: The committee consisting of no fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to develop activities 
to promote and in crease the Benevolent Fund. It shall see that the Chapter makes an annual contribution to the Fund. Working with the 
District Benevolent Chairman. the committee will observe a period during October to promote the Fund . 
Section 6. Investigation: The committee consisting of rwo (2) sisters and one (I) brother is an interim committee. No member who 
signed the petition recommending the person ma y serve as a member of the Investi gating Committee. They arc appointed upon receipt 
of a petition for membership and di scharged at the conclusion of their investigation of a petitioner. Their duty shall be to promptly and 
diligently: 

A. Investigate the character of the petitioner and eli gibility requirements for membership as defined in the Ritual. 
B. Ascerta in that the petitioner has resided within the /State of Idaho for six (6) months prior to the date of the petition. 
C. Waive residency requ irements for petitioners serving in the military service of the United States or for students attend in g 
school outside this Grand Jurisdiction. 
D. The Brother shall investigate the eligibility of al l petitioners for the degrees with reference to the Masonic relationship . The 
Masonic standing form must be comp leted and accompany the petition when presented by the committee. 
E. Sign the report before a ballot can be taken: however, in an emergency the Chapter may act if there are two (2) signatures on 
the report, provided the Brother has reported. 

Section 7. Relief: The committee consisting ofnol fewer than three (3) members of which the Worthy Matron shall be ex-officio 
chairman . They shall investigate all applications for relief made to the Chapter. In cases requiring immediate relief, funds may be 
drawn as established in the Chapter By-Laws. They shal l assist app licants in app lying to the Grand Chapter Benevolent Board in cases 
requiring additional benefits. Section 8. Sick and Visiting: The committee consisting of not less than three (3) members shall visit the 
sick and grief-stricken members of the Chapter and other members of the Order. 

Changes: Delete old articles in their entirely and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rationale at the end. 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strikethroughs. Capitalization and 
punctuation (housekeeping) were changed but were not deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular 
black font.) 



ARTlCLE vn COMMlTTEES 
Section t-7. Scholarship: The committee shall consist of no fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to 
develop activities to promote and increase the Scholarship Fund. The committee shall see that the Gchapter makes an 
annual contribution lo the Fund and will promote the Fund during the months of September, No¥emeer, or Decemeer. The 
Committee shall work in conjunction with the Scholarship Committee of Grand Chapter, distributing applications to 
qualified students and assisting them in attaining sponsorship of the Gchapter. The committee shall report to the District 
Chainnan on any promotional and fundraising activities and donations made. 
Section 2. EST ARL: The committee shall consist of no fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to 

develop activities to promote and increase the EST ARL Fund. k The committee shall see that the Gchapter makes an 

annual contribution to the EST ARL Fund and will promote the Fund during February. Working with the Distriet E.8TA.RL 
Chairman, the committee ·.vill observe a period dUri:Rg Febrnal)' to promote E8TARL The committee shall also distribute 
Idaho Grand Chapter ESTARL scholarship applications to potential awardees and assist them in attaining sponsorship of 
the <;'.c hapter. The committee shall report to the District Chairman any promotional and fundraising activities and 
donations made. 
Section 3. Examining: The committee shall consist of three (3) members, one of whom should be a bBrother preferably 
eot officers . All should be thoroughly familiar with the secret work . They shall examine all visitors without proper 
avouchment and. They must detenniAe the eligibility of any member from New York, ·New Jerse)', 8eotlanEi, the UniteEi 
Grana Chapter of Australia, orjurisdietions of the PriRee Hall Affiliated Order afEastern 8tar, venfyiRg that the 
relationship to a Master Mason is in accordance with the Ritual oftJ:ie GeReral GraRd Chapter aRd as recagRi2ed as regular 
Masons by the Grand Lodge efldaho, Aneient Free !lfld Accepted Masons. must be satisfied that the visitor is a member. 
Section 4. Finance: The committee consisting of no fewer than three (3) members shall be announced at the time of 
installation. This committee shall review the Gchaptcr financial records of the most recent term, including the Secretary ' s 
permanent books, membership ledger, minutes, and wa1Tant books, and the Treasurer's permanent books, receipt books, 
checkbooks, financial records, and other supporting documentation. They will-u:R&report at th@ first on the results of the 
review to the Gchapter before June 30th meeting in JURe. Additional reviews may be performed upon the request of the 
Worthy Matron. 
Section 51. Benevolent: The committee shall consistmg ofno fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to 
develop activities to promote and increase the Benevolent Fund during the month of October. It shall see that the Ch.apter 
makes an anmtal eontrib1:1tion to the Fl:lHEi. '.Vorldng with the District Bene110\ent Chairman, the committee will oeserYe a 
period dunRg October to promote the Fund. The committee shall sec that the Gchaptcr makes an annual contribution to 
the Benevolent Fund. The eernrnittee shall also assist applicaRts requesting assistance in completing the necessary follfls . 
The committee shall report to the District Chairman any promotional and fundraising activities and donations made . 
Section 65. Tnvcstigatie ng: The committee shall consist+n-g of at least t\¥0 (2) sisters and three (3) members, one (I) of 
whom shall be a bBrother is aR interim committee. No member who signed the petition recommending the person may 
serve as a member of the Investigating Committee. +hey Members of the committee are appointed by the Worthy Matron 
upon receipt of a petition for membership and discharged at the conclusion of their investigation of a petitioner. Their 
duty shall be to promptly and diligently: 

A. Investigate the character of the petitioner and eligibility requirements for membership as defined in the Ritual. 
B. Ascertain that the petitioner has resided within the State of Idaho for six (6) months prior to the date of the petition . 
C. Waive residency requirements for petitioners serving in the military service of the ir country United ~tates or for 
students attending school outside this Grand Jurisdiction. 
D. The Brother shall investigate the eligibility of all Masonic petitioners for the degrees with reference to their 
Masonic relationship. The Masonic standing, foATI completed and the petitioR 1.Yhefl preseRted by the eo1T1mittee . 
E. Sign the investigation section of the petition~ before a ballot sa&-be is taken~. Howe¥er, in a-H emergeRcy th.e 
Chapter may act if there are two (2) signatures on the report. 
F. If the investigation report is not completed with 30 days, the committee may request an extens ion of time. If a 
request is not submitted at the end of 30 days, the Worthy Matron will assign a new investigating committee to 
perform the investigation as required. 

Section -16 . Relief: The committee consisting of not fewer than three (3) members of which the Wo1thy Matron shall be 
ex-officio chairman , shall be announced at the time of installation . This committeeey shall investigate all applications for 
relief made to the Gchapter. In cases requiring immediate relief, funds may be drawn as established in the Gchapter 
Unifonn By-Laws. They shall assist applicants in applying to the Grand Chapter Benevolent Board in cases requiring 
additional benefits. 
Section 89. Sick and Visiting: The committee consisting of not less than three (3) members shall be announced at the time 
of installation and visit the sick and grief-stricken members of the Gchapter and other members of the Order. 



Section 8. Service Dogs. The committee shall consist ofno fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to 
develop activities to promote Service Dogs during the month of November. The committee shall see that the chapter 
makes an annual contribution to the Service Dog project. The committee shall report to the District Chairman on any 
promotional and fundraising activities and donations made. 

Would then read: 

ARTICLE VIT COMMITTEES 
Section 1. Benevolent: The committee shall consist of no fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to 
develop activities to promote and increase the Benevolent Fund during the month of October. The committee shall see that 
the chapter makes an annual contribution to the Benevolent Fund. The committee sha ll report to the District Chairman on 
any promotional and fundraising act ivities and donations made. 
Section 2. ESTARL: T he committee shall consist ofno fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to develop 
activities to promote and increase the EST ARL Fund during the month of February. The committee shall see that the chapter 
makes an annual contribution to the ESTARL Fund. The commi ttee shal l a lso distribute Idaho Grand Chapter ESTARL 
scholarship appl ications to potential awardees and assist them in attaining sponsorship of the chapter. The commi ttee shall 
repo11 to the District Chainnan on any promotiona l and fundra isi ng act ivities and donations made. 
Section 3. Examining: The committee shall consist of three (3) members, one of whom shall be a Brother. All should be 
thoroughly fam ili ar w ith the secret work. They shall examine all visitors w ithout proper avouchment and m ust be satisfied 
that the visitor is a member of the Order. 
Section 4. Finance: The committee cons isting of no fewer than three (3) members shal l be announced at the time of 
insta ll ation. This comm ittee shall review the chap ter financial records of the most recent term, including the Secretary ' s 
permanent books, membership ledgers , minutes , and warrant books, and the Treasurer's permanent books, rece ipt books, 
checkbooks, financ ial records , and other supporting documentation . They will report on the results of the review to the 
chapter before June 30. Additiona l reviews may be performed upon rhe request of the Worthy Matron. 
Section 5. Investigating: The conm1ittee shall consist of at least three (3) members, one (1) of whom shall be a Brother. 
No member who signed the petition recommending the person may serve as a member of the Investigating Committee. 
Members of the committee are appointed by the Worthy Matron upon receipt of a petition for membership and discharged 
at the conclusion of the ir invest igation of a petitioner. Their duty shall be to promptly and diligently: 

A. investigate the character of the petitioner and eligibility requirements for membership as defined in the Ritual 
B . ascerta in that th e petitioner has resided within the State ofldaho for six (6) months prior to the date of the petition 
C. waive residency requirements for petitioners serving in the military service of their country or for students 

attend ing school outs ide this Grand Jurisdiction 
D. have the Brother investigate the e lig ibili ty of all Masonic petitioners for the degrees with reference to their 

Masonic standing 
E. sign the investigation section of the petition before a ballot is taken 
F. request an extension of time if the investigation report is not completed w ithi n thirty (30) days . lfa request is not 

submitted at the end of thirty (30) days , the Worthy Matron wil l assign a new investigating committee to perform 
the investigation as required 

Section 6. Relief: The committee consisting of not fewer than three (3) members , with the Worthy Matron serving as the 
ex-officio chaim1an, shall be announced at the time of installation. Thi s committee sh al I investigate all applications for relief 
made to the chapter. In cases req uiring immediate re li ef, funds may be drawn as estab lished in the chapter 's Unifo1m By­
Laws. The comm ittee shall ass ist app li cants in app lying to the Grand Chapter Benevolent Board in cases requiring additiona l 
benefits. 
Section 7. Scholarship: The committee shall consist of no fewer than three (3) members whose primary function is to 
develop activities to promote and increase the Scholarship Fund during the month of September. The committee shal l sec 
that the chapter makes an an nua l contributi on to the Sc holarship Fund. The committee shall a lso distribute Idaho Grand 
Chapter scholarsh ip app lications to qualified students and assist them in attaining sponsorsh ip of the chapter. The comm ittee 
shall report to the District Chai rman on any promotional and fundra ising activities and donations made. 
Section 8. Service Dogs . The co1m11ittee shall consist of no fewer than tlu·ee (3) members whose primary function is to 
develop activities to promote Service Dogs during the month of November. The committee shall see that the chapter makes 
an annua l contribution to the Service Dog project. The commi ttee sha ll report to the District Chairman on any promotional 
and fundrais ing activiti es and donat ions made. 

Section 9. Sick and Visiting: The committee shall be announced at the time of installation and visit the sick and grief­
stricken members of the chapter and other members of the Order. 



Ratio11a/e: 
• Changed sequence and numbering so committees are listed alphabetically. 
• Made wording changes so that all comm.ittees are consistent in their responsibilities, have an assigned month in 

which the chapter must promote and recognize, and report to the District Chairman. 
• Clarified those commilfees to be announced at installation. 
• Added the responsibility to assist ill distributing applications to eligible individuals.for ESTARL and Scholarship. 

And added the responsibility to assist members in need injitljilling requirements to receive chapter and Gra11d 
Chapter assistance if needed. 

• Add a µaragraµh tu the In vestigating committee slating that if the investigation is not completed within 30 days, 
and an extension has not been requested, the Worthy Matron will assign another investigating committee. 

• Made wording changes so that all committees are consiste/l/ in their responsibilities and duties. 
• Removed the references to New Jersey, New York, Australia, and Scotland, as well as Prince Hall. 
• Added a Service Dog Committee 

Submitted by 

J ~ l3ro-ww 
Henrietta Chapter No. 2 l 

P<UU.eeV\J Grw,vtt 
Mizpah #6 
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Rul es & Regulations - Idaho Subordinate Chapters 
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Articles 

Section 
Paragraph 

VITT FEES 
IX DUES 
X DONATIONS 
XI EXPENSES 
All sections 
A 11 paragraphs 

Now reads: (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

ARTICLE VIII FEES 
Section I. The initi a ti on fee for conferring the degrees sha ll be estab li shed by the Chapter By-Laws but shall no t be less than ten 
dollars (S I 0.00). 
Section 2. A member desiring a Volunta1y Prepaid Life Mem bersh ip (VPLM) sha ll be assessed a fee of Lwenty-one (21) times the 
annua l dues of her/hi s Chapter. A member in good standing shall pay the fee before December 31 of the ewTent year. 
Section 3. A fee of fi ve dollars ($5.00) for the [ntemational Headquarters Fund shall be paid by a ll petiti oners for the degrees. In order 
that a ll Chapters show I 00% participation plural members and affi li ate members must also pay the fee of five dollars ($5.00). 
Section 4. No fee shall be charged for affiliation. 
Section 5. No fee shall be charged for reinstatement other than the required dues. 
ARTICLE TX DUES 
Section I. Subord inate Chapters dues shall be set forth in their By-Laws. Dues may be pro-rated from the date of initi ati on; however, 
in no event shall th ey be less than the Grand Chapter per capita tax requirement. 
Section 2. Chap ter dues extend from January l through December 3 1 of the same ca lendar year and payable in advance. without 
notice, and become due on January I of each year 
Section 3. Members fai ling to pay dues on or before the first stated meeting in March shall be cons idered delinquent and debaiTed 
from attending any Chapter other than their own in this Grand Jurisdiction until dues are paid or remitted. 
Section 4. Any member failing to pay dues on or before December 31 of th e same yea r shall on Janua1y 1 of the fo ll owing year be 
suspended from a ll ri gh ts and privileges of membership until re instated. 

A. Members suspended for non-payment of dues and desiring reinstatement shall petition the Chapter and ubmit the equivalent 
of two (2) years dues. If rejected the amount paid shall be refunded. 

8. A member suspended for non-payment of dues cannot petition anoth er Chapter until reinstated and issued a demit. 
C. If the suspended member's original Chapter no longer ex ists due to merger or SUJTenderin g of Cha rter, previous membership 

must be verified by the Grand Secretary. 
Section 5. A ChapLer may remit , for good cause, th e dues or any member of the Chapter. 
A. Rem iss ion must be accomplished prior to December 31 of the cu rrent year by a majority vote of th e Chapter. 
B. Grand Chapter per capita tax must be paid for each remitted member. 

ARTICLE X DONA TTONS 
Section I. Donatio ns may be received from individual s and organi za ti ons to supplem ent charitab le projects or Chapter ex penses . 

A. Each Chapter sha ll make an an nual co ntributi on to ESTARL and sha ll promote ESTARL durin g Februa1y. 
B. Each Chapte r shall make an annual cont ribution to the Benevolent Fund and shall promote Benevo lent during October. 
C. Each Chapter sha ll make an annual con tributi on to the Scholarship Fund and shall promote the Scholarship Fund during 

September, November, or December. 
Section 2. Donations to charitabl e or pa tri otic causes other than Eastern Star o r Masonic purposes shall be left to th e discretion of the 
Chapter. Necessary expenses and per capi ta tax shall be given first consideration. 
Section 3 . Chapter so li citat ion and/or co rrespondence, whose sole purpose is for the raising of funds, shall be approved and signed by 
the Worthy Grand Matron and shall be printed with her approval and signamre. 

A. Letters concerning the raisi ng of funds for the ESTARL, Benevolent and Scholarship Funds sha ll not need the prior approva l 
and signan1re of the Worthy Grand Matron. 

B. Letters to ne ighboring Chapters invi ting v isitation to the ir Chapter Meeting and participating in such spec ial events, suc h as 
dinners, luncheons, money making projects and other events associated directly with Chapter Meetings shall not neeu prior 
approval and signature of the Worthy Grand Matron. 

Section 4. Th e g iving of enterta inments for profit is left to the di screti on of the Chapter. 
ARTICLE XI EXPENSES 
Subord inate Chapter expenses shall consist of th e following: 



A. Per capita tax. 
8. Chapter supplies 
C. Fines: 

l. Two dollars and fifty cents ($2. 50) per day fo r late submission of annual stati stical report, up to a maximum of fifty dollars 
($50.00) . Annual Reports, properly signed and bearing the chapter seal, not delivered or post-marked on or before the 31st of 
January will be considered delinquent and subject to fine. 
2. Two dollars and fifty cents (S2.50) per day for late submission of annual installation report, up to a maxi mum of fifty 
dollars ($50.00). Annual Insta ll ation Reports, properly signed and bearing the chapter seal, nol delivered or post-marked on 
or before the tenth calendar day after chapter installation will be considered delinquent and subject to fine. 
3. five dollars ($5.00) for loss of each -:opy of the Secret Work . 

D. Dispensa ti ons, as requ ired. 
E. Other expenses as defined in the By-Laws of the Chapter. 

Change8: Delete old auicles in their en tirety and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rntionale at the end. 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red slrikethroughs. Capitalization and 
puncruarion (housekeeping) were changed but were 1101 deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular 
blackfont.) 

ARTICLE VIII FEES 
Section 1. The initiation fee for conferring the degrees shall be established by the chapter Uniform By-Laws but shall Ast 
be less tl!an ten dellars ($10.00) . 
Section 2. A member desiring a Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership (VPLM) shall be assessed a fee of twenty-one (21) 
times the annual dues of ~ the chapter. A member in good standing shall pay the fee before December 31 of the 
current year. 
Section 3. A fee of fiye dollars ($5 .00) for t!he International Headquarters Fund fee shall be paid by all petitioners fef-the 
degrees , Iin order that all chapters show I 00% participation. pll:lral membership applieaAts, aAd affiliate membership 
applieants fflUSt also pay the fee ef fr.re dollars ($5 .00). 
Section 4. No fee shall be charged for affiliation other than re2ular chapter dues as defined in the chapter Uniform 
By-Laws. 
Section 5. o fee shall be charged for reinstatement other than the required prior and current year's dues. 

ARTICLE IX DUES 
Section 1. Subordinate chapters dues shall be set forth in their Uniform By-Laws. Dues may be pro-rated from the date of 
initiation~! hHowever, in no event shall they chapter dues be less than the Grand Chapter per capita ~ assessment 
requirement. 
Section 2. Chapter dues extend from Janua1y l through December 31 of the same calendar year ancl f'll)'able iA advanee, 
witbol:lt Aotice, and become due on January I of each year. 
Section 3. Members failing to pay dues on or before the first stated meeting in March shall be considered delinquent and 
debarred excluded from attending any chapter other than their own in this Grand Jurisdiction until dues are paid or 
remitted. 
Section 4. Any member failing to pay dues on or before December 3 1 of the same year shall on January I of the following 
year be suspended from all rights and privileges of membership until reinstated . 

A. Members suspended for non-payment of dues and desiring reinstatement shall petition the chapter and submit the 
equivalent of two (2) years dues (the prim· year's and the current vear's). If rejected, the amount paid sha ll be 
refunded . 

B. A member suspended for non-payment of dues cannot petition another chapter until reinstated and issued a demit. 
C. If the suspended member's original chapter no longer exists due to ~ merger or surrendering of their Charter, 

previous membership must be verified by through the Grand Secretary. 
Section 5. A chapter may remit, for geed eause P.!Y the dues of any member of the chapter upon a majority vote at a 
meeting p1·io1· to December 31 of the current year. 

D. This vote Remission rnllst be accomplished prior to Decemeer 31 ef the el:lffeAt year by a rnajerity vote ef the 
Cha13ter. 

E. R GraRd Chapter per eapita tax assessmeHt nmst be paid for each remitted member. 
Section 6. No member mav be installed as an officer of the chapter unless they are a member in good standing. 

ARTlCLE X DONATIONS 
Section 1. Donations may be received from individuals and organizations to supplement charitable projects or chapter 
expenses. 



A. Each Chapter shall make ae afl:fHial c0etril=n1ti0a te the Benevoleat Fund, ESTAR.L, Sclwlarship, and Service Dogs. and 
shall pn:,Hu,te ESTA...1lio dlttl.ng Februar:,·. 
B . Each Chapter shall make aB aBnual e0ntr1bt1ti0B to the BeHevoleat FW\d aad shall prmr1:ete Bene¥elent during Oeteber. 
C. Eaeh Chapter shall make an anntial centributien to the Scholarship Fl:md and shall premote the Schelarship Fund 
during September, Nevember, er December. 
Section 2. Donations to charitable causes other than Eastern Star or Masonic purposes shall be left to the discretion of the 
chapter. Necessary e*penses and per capita ta* assessmeHt shall be giveH first coHsideration. 
Section 3. Chapter Public solicitation and/or co1Tespondence, whose sole purpose is fer the raising of fonds , shall be 
approved and signed by the Worthy Grand Matron. aAd shall be pri11ted 1,vith her approval aed signature 

A. Letters concerning the raising of funds for the Benevolent, EST ARL, BenEwoleRt aRd, Scholarship Funds, and 
Service Dogs shall not need the prior approval and signatlH"e of the Worthy Grand Matron. 
B. Letters to neighboring chapters inviting visitation to their chapter meeting and participating in such special events, such 
as dinners, luncheons, money making projects and other events associated directly with chapter meetings shall not need 
prior approval and sigaature of the Worthy Grand Matron . 
8eetion 4. The giviAg of eAtertainmeAts for profit is left to the discretion of the Chapter. 

ARTICLE XI EXPENSES 
Subordinate chapter expenses shall consist of the following: 

A. Grand Chapter Per capita ~ assessment 
8. Chapter supplies 
C. Fines: 

1. Two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) per day for late submission to the Grand Secretary of the annual statistieal 
report and the installation reports, up to a maximum of fifty dollars ($50.00). 

!:,A. Ammal r eports , properly signed and eearing the chaf')ter seal , not delivered or post marked submitted by 
the required due dates on or b@fore the 31st of January will be considered delinquent and subject to fine. 
b. installation reports arc due within ten (10) days after chapter installation and the Annual Report is 
due no later than January 31. 

2. Two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50) per day for late submissioa of annual iastallation report, up to a maxim1:1m 
of fifty dollars ($50.00). Aooual Installation Reports, prnperly sigaed aad bearing the chapter seal, not deli¥ered 
or post marked on or before the tenth calendar day after chapter instaHation •.viH be considei·ed de!i11quent aAd 
subject to fine . 
2.~ Five dollars ($5 .00) for loss of each copy of the Secret Work 

D. Special Dgispensations, as required 
E. Other expenses as defined in the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter 

Would then read: 

ARTICLE Vlll FEES 
Section 1. The initiation fee for confe1Ting the degrees shall be established by the chapter Unifo1m By-Laws. 
Section 2. A member desiring a Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership (VPLM) shall be assessed a fee of twenty-one (21) 
times the annual dues of the chapter. A member in good standing shall pay the fee before December 31 of the current 
year. 
Section 3. The Tnternational Headquaners Fund fee shall be paid by all petitioners in order that all chapters show 100% 
participation . 
Section 4. No fee shall be charged for affiliation other than regular chapter dues as defined in the chapter Uniform By­
Laws. 
Section 5. No fee shall be charged for reinstatement other than the required prior and current year's dues . 

ARTICLE IX DUES 
Section l. Subordinate chapter dues shall be set forth in their Uniform By-Laws. Dues may be pro-rated from the date of 
initiation. However, in no event shall the chapter dues be less than the Grand Chapter per capita assessment requirement. 
Section 2. Chapter dues extend from January 1 through December 31 of the same calendar year and become due on 
January 1 of each year. 
Section 3. Members failing to pay dues on or before the first stated meeting in March shall be consi<.lere<.l delinquent an<.l 
excluded from attending any chapter other than their own in this Grand Jurisdiction until dues are paid or remitted. 
Section 4. Any member failing to pay dues on or before December 31 of the same year shall on January 1 of the following 
year be suspended from all rights and privileges of membership until reinstated. 



A. Members suspended for non-payment of dues and desiring reinstatement shall petition the chapter and submit the 
equivalent of two (2) years dues (the prior year's and the current year's). Tfrejcctcd , the amoum paid shall be 

refunded . 
B. A member suspended for non-payment of dues cannot petition another chapter until reinstated and issued a demit. 
C. Tf the suspended member's original chapter no longer exists due to a merger or surrendering of their Charter, 

previous membership must be verified through the Grand Secretary. 
Section 5. A chapter may pay the dues of any member of the chapter upon a majority vote at a meeting prior to December 
3 I of the current year. 
Section 6. No member may be installed as an officer of the chapter unless they are a member in good standing. 

ARTICLE X DONA TTONS 
Section 1. Donations may be received from individuals and organizations to suprlement charitable projects or charter 
exrcnses. 
Section 2. Donations to charitable causes other than Eastern Star or Masonic purposes sh al I be left to the discretion of the 
chapter. 
Section 3. Publ ic solicitation and/or correspondence shall be approved by the Worthy Grand Matron. 

A. Letters concerning the raising of funds for the Benevolent, EST ARL, Scholarship Funds, and Service Dogs shall 
not need the prior approval of the Worthy Grand Matron. 

B. Letters to neighboring chapters inviting visitation to their chapter meeting and participating in such special events, 
such as dinners, luncheons, money making projects and other events associated directly with chapter meetings 
shall not need prior approval of the Worthy Grand Matron. 

ARTICLE XI EXPENSES 
Subordinate chapter expenses shall consist of the following: 

A. Grand Chapter Per capita assessment 
B. Chapter supplies 
C. Fines: 

1. Two dollars and fifty cents ($2 .50) per day for late submission to the Grand Secretary of the annual report and 
the installation reports, up to a maximum of fifty dollars ($50.00) 

a. reports not submitted by the required due dates will be considered delinquent and subject to fine 
b. Insta ll at ion reports are due within ten ( 10) days after chapter installation and the Annual Report is due no 
later than January 31 

2. Five dollars ($5.00) for loss of each copy of the Secret Work 
D. Special dispensations. as required 
E. Other expenses as defined in the Uniform By-Laws of the chapter 

Rationale: 
• Moderni:::ed wording and, as a result, changed some of the sentence structures to align. 
• Removed gender references and standardize 1vording used throughout other Articles within the Code and Digest. 

Added "Uniform ,. in fi'ont of by-laws when referencing chapter by-laws and added "special" in Ji'ont of 
dispensations. Changed per capila "tax" to per capila "assess men/". Removed several references and 
renumbered sequences as a result of the various changes. 

• Consolidated several sentences inw one to simplif} reading. 
• Removed the minimum dollar limit of fees charged by chapters. Any fees shall be defined within each chapter's 

Uniform By -Laws. 
• Added the requirement that members must be in good standing in order to be installed into office, rather thanjust 

hold a current dues receipl. 
• Removed the sentences requiring each chapter to donate to the Benevolent, ESTARL. and Scholarship fimds. This 

is defined in the chapter commiuee requirements, as well as in the Worthy Matron and Secretary's duties. 
• Added Service Dogs since !hey are now one of the required charities along with Benevolent, ESTARL, ad 

Scholarships. 

Submitted by 

Mizpah #6 
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Now reads : (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

ARTICLE XII PETITfONS 
Section l. Membership in the Order of the Eastern Star is to be free choice, however prospective mi.:mbers who are eligible may be 
informed of their eligibility. 
Section 2. No publicity shall be given on petitions for membership. 
Section 3. All petitions for the degrees shall: 

A. Be made in writ ing, signed by the petitioner, with the full name and residence . (A Married woman sha ll include her full 
maiden name.) 

B. Require applicants to reside within the State of ldaho for six (6) months prior to the date of the petition, unless a waiver of 
Grand Jurisdiction is granted. 

C. State the current Masonic standing and relationship. 
D. Be recommended by two (2) members of the Chapter. 
E. Be accompanied by the required fee and certificate, or its equivalent, of proper Masonic affiliation or relationship. (Ref'er 

to Ritual, General Regulations, section titled Petitions) 
F. Be presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating committee. 

Section 4. All petitions for affi liation shall be: 
A. Made in writing, signed by the petitioner, with the full name and residence. (A married woman shall include her full 

maiden name.) 
B. o residence qualification is required . 
C. Recommended by two (2) members of the chapter. 
D. Accompanied by a demit, certificate of transfer or its equivalent from the chapter to which the petitioner formerly 

belonged. 
E. Presented al a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred LO an in vestigating committee. 

Section 5. A petition for plural membership shall be: 
A. Made in writing, signed by the petitioner, with the full name and residence. 
B. Recommended by two (2) members of the Chapter. 
C. Accompanied by a certificate or letter of good standing. 
D. Presented at a stated meeting. properly recorded, and referred to an in vestigating conm1ittcc. 
E. The Grand Secretary of this Grand Jurisdiction shall ascertain whether the Grand Jurisdiction in which the membership is 

held permits plural membership before the petition for plural membership may be received. 
Section 6. A petition for reinstatement shall be: 

A. Submitted by a member suspended for non-payment of dues in the Chapter from which she/he was suspended, and does 
not require residence qualification or Masonic relation, except that a brother must be an affiliated Master Mason in good standing. 

B. If the Chapter no longer exists due to Merger or Su1Tcnder of Charter, a petition may be presented to any Chapter, but 
previous membership in Idaho must be verified through the Grand Secretary. Verification must be obtained before petition may be 
received. All qualifications for residence, Masonic relation, dues and presenting petition, as stated in th is section , will apply. 

C. Accompanied by one (I) year's delinquent dues and the full current year's dues. 
D. Presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an inves tigating committee. ByLaws do not need to be 

signed again, if reinstating in an original Chapter, however, they must be signed if rei nstated as specified in B of this section . 
Section 7. A minimum of three objections, in open Chapter, by members in good standing is required to prevent the reception of a 
petition for membership. An objection against a petitioner can only be made by members of the Chapter in which the petition is 
received. 
Section 8. A petition may be withdrawn at the request of the petitioner, before the petition has been read to the Chapter, and the 
amount of the fee shall be refunded. 
Section 9. The petition and fee shall be retumed and no ballot taken if the petitioner is found ineligible. 



Section 10 . When the petition has been read and the investigati ng Committee appoi nted the petition cannot be returned under any 
circumstances. 
Section 11 . There shall be no physical disqualification for membership in the Order, except that a peti ti oner must be ab le to give 
satisfactory explanation of the signs and passes for the purpose of identification as a member. 
Section 12. An unfavorable report of the Investigating Committee shall not reject the petition without a ballot. [f rejected, the amount 
of the fee shal l be refunded. 
Section 13 . If the Investigati ng Committee fails to report on a petition at the expiration of thirty (30) days. and requests no further 
extension of time, they shall be discharged by the Worthy Matron and a new comm ittee appointed . 
Section 14. A rejected petition fo r the degrees shall not again be rece ived by any Chapter in this grand jurisdiction within two (2) 
months after the date of such objection. 
Section 15. A rejected petition for affi li ation may be renewed at any time and in any Chapter within the Grand Jurisdiction of Idaho 
and does not affect the standing of an appl icanr. The demit or certificate of transfer and the International I leadquarters Fund fee 
accompanying the petition shall be returned to the app li cant. 
Section 16. A rejected petition for reinstatement may be renewed at any time in the Chapter from which the member was suspended. 
Section 17 . A Chapter may receive the petition ofa person residing in another Grand Juri sdiction. 

A. An Investigating Committee shall be appointed and wa iver of Grand Jurisdiction requested through the Worthy Grand 
Matron of Idaho. 

B. Said waive r must be rece ived before the fn vestigati ng Comm ittee reports and the ballot is cast. 
C. A request for waiver from anothe r Grand Jurisdiction sha ll be: 

I. To the Worthy Grand Matron of Idaho. 
2. In writing, bearing the sea l of the Chapter. and stating name and address of the Petitioner. 

ARTICLE XIII BALLOT 
Balloting sha ll be governed by the Ritual and the fo llowing rules: 

A. Ballots on petitions for the degrees, affi liation and reinstatement shall be by secret bal lot at a stated meeting. 
B. A properly prepared ballot box must contain at least six (6) black cubes and enough white bal ls in the open compartment 

to provide each voting member a choice. Shou ld there be no choice at any time the Worthy Matron sha ll be notified and the ballot 
declared void . 

C. During balloting the ballot box shal l be placed upon the Al tar at the left of the Holy Bible, unless passed to voting 
members. 

D. Separate ballots may be taken on each petition or col lective ballots on two (2) or more petitioners; however. petitions for 
affi li ation and/or re instatement cannot be combined with petitions for initiation. 

E. A clear ballot is necessary to elect. The bal lot is considered clear ifno more than two black cubes appear. 
F. The Sentinel , or member appo inted to serve as Sentinel, wil l be the on ly one permitted to enter or retire after the Worthy 

Matron has instructed the Associate Conductress to rake charge of the ballot box. No member present shal l be excused from balloting. 
G. The use of more than one ballot box is prohibited. 
H. No ballot shall be taken upon a petition unless the Worthy Patron , or a Brother who is acting as Worthy Patron, is present 

to inspect the bal lot box. 
T. A ballot once commenced must be continuous, without postponement or debate, and when completed must be declared and 

cannot be reconsidered , except as may be directed by the Worthy Grand Matron in case of an appeal. 
J. No one shall be perm itted to examine the ballot excep t the Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron and 

Asso1,;iate Patron. After the ball ot has been lleclarell by the Worthy Matron she shall destroy the ballot, to prevent any member from 
inspecting it. 

K. No inquiries or statements as to the reason of a member's ballot shall be permitted. Members are forbidden from disclosing 
how they voted , discussing the rejection of a peti tioner, or informing a rejected petitioner whom they think cast the black cube. 

L. A member is just ified in using the black cube on ly when she/he knows the petitioner is not of good moral character or may 
be a known troub le maker who would cause discord in the Chapter. The black cube is placed there for our protection and should never 
be used in a personal way nor for a dishonorable motive . The Golden Rule shou ld be remembered when a ballot is cast. 

ARTICLE XIV INITIATION 
Section 1. The Chapter room shall be properly prepared fo r the ceremony of initiation before the meeting is opened, with all 
paraphernalia in place. 
Section 2. When there is only one candidate, the Conductress works alone. however if there is an uneven number of candidates a 
member may be used to form even couples. 
Section 3. An objection to prevent the conferring of degrees upon a candidate who has been elected must be made by at least three (3) 
members in good standing of th e Chapte r. The reason for each member's objection n1usl be filed , in writing, to the Worthy Matron no 
later than twenty-four (24) hours preceding the time appointed for initiation. The fact objections were made, and not the names of the 
objectors, nor the reasons, shall be declared by the Worthy Matron and entered upon the records of the Chapter. An objection has the 
same effect as a black cube. Two (2) objeccions sha ll not debar che conferring of degrees. Tf one of the three objections is not removed , 
the fee must be ret"l1rned, and the petitioner may again petition the Chapter al rhe end of two (2) 111ontl1s. 



Section 4. Special meetings may be called by the Worthy Matron for the purpose of initiation without dispensation provided two (2) 
weeks have elapsed since the election of the candidate. A special dispensation may be obtained from the Worthy Grand Matron to 
initiate within two (2) weeks of election , provided three (3) days have elapsed. 
Section 5. Chapters may ini tiate cand idates elected to membership in another Grand Jurisdiction only when instrucl<.:d lo do so by the 
Worthy Grand Matron ofldaho. Chapters desiring elected candidates to be initiated in another Grand Jurisdiction must make the 
request through the office of the Worthy Grand Matron of ldaho, giving all necessary information. The fee belongs to the Chapter in 
which the candidate was elec ted. 
Section 6. Chapters may initiate candidates elected to membership in another Chapter in Idaho upon request from that chapter. 
Chapters asking a courtesy initiation should do so under the seal of the Chapter. When a request [or a courtesy initiation is received by 
a Chapter, said Chapter should make every effort lo hold the initiati on as soon as possible. 
Section 7. Should any petitioner fail to appear for initiation , without good excuse, for six (6) months from date of election , the election 
shall be void and the fee forfeited. Section 8. When an applicant for the degrees is illegally elected and initiated by a Chapter, and is 
an innocent party to the transaction, she/he hall not be deprived of membership in the Order 

Changes: Delete old articles in their entirety and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rationale at the end. 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strikethroughs. Capitalization and 
punctuation (housekeeping) were changed but were not deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular 
black.font.) 

ARTICLE xn PETITIONS 
Section l . Membership in the Order of the Eastern Star is to be free choice, however prospective members who are 
eligible may be informed of their eligibility. 
Section 2. No publicity shall be given on petit ions for membership. 
Section 3. All petiti ons for the degrees shall: 

A. be made in writing, signed by the petitioner, with their full name and residence (A Married woman shall 
include her full maiden name.) 

B. require applicants to reside within the State ofTdaho for six (6) months prior to the date of the petition, unless a 
waiver of Grand Jurisdiction is granted 

C. state the current Masonic standing, and-relationship, or sponsorship 
D. be accompanied by letters of sponsorship from a Sister and a Brother, both of whom arc members of the 

Order, if the petition is for a woman being sponsored 
E. be recommended by two (2) members of the chapter who cannot be appointed to the investigating 

committee 
EF. be accompanied by the required fee and certificate, or its equivalent, of proper Masonic affiliation1 er 

relationship"', or sponsorship. (Refer to Ritual , General Regulations, section~ titled Membership and 
Petitions) 

FG. be presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating committee 
Section 4. All petitions for affiliation shall be: 

A. made in writing, signed by the petitioner, and include the petitione,·s ·with tlie full name and residence fA-
married 'Noman shall ineh:1de her full maiden name.) 

B. ~ without residenc.ve qualification t&-requirementsd 
C. recommended by two (2) members of the chapter who cannot be appointed to the investigllting committee 
D. accompanied by a demit, certificate of transfer, or its equivalent from the chapter to which the petitioner 

formerly belonged 
E. presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating committee 
Section 5. A petition for plural membershi p shall be: 
A. made in writing, signed by the petitioner, with the fu ll name and residence 
B. recommended by two (2) members of the chapter who cannot be appointed to the investigating committee 
C. accompanied by a certificate or letter of good standing 
D. presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and refened to an investigating committee 
E. the Grand Secretary of thi s Grand Juri sdiction shall ascertain whether the Grand Jurisdiction , in which the 

membershi p is held, pennits plural membership before the peti tion for plural membership may be received 
Section 6. A petition for reinstatement shall be : 

A. submitted by a member suspended for non-payment of dues in the chapter from which she/he they were Wtt& 

suspended, and does not require residence qualification or Masonic relationship, except that a Brother must be 
an affi liated Master Mason in good standing. 

B. If the Chapter ao loager exists due to Merger or 8UHeader of Caarter, a petitioa may ee J!rescntcd to any 
chapter, wt-only after previous membership in an Idaho chapter which no longer exists due to a merger or 



the surrender of their chapter charter must be ~ verified through the Grand Secretary. Verification must be 
obtained before the petition may be received. All qualifications for residencye , Masonic relationship, 
sponsorship, and dues and presenting petition, as stated in this section, will apply. 

C. accompanied by one ( 1) year's delinquent dues and the full ctment year's dues . 
D. presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating committee. By-Laws do not 

need to be signed again , if reinstating in an original chapter. _ owever, they must be signed if reinstated as 
specified in B of this section. 

Section 7. A minimurn of three objections, in open chapter, by members in good standing is required to prevent the 
reception of a petition for membership. An objection against a petitioner can only be made by members of the chapter in 
which the petition is received. 
Section 8. A petition may be withdrawn at the request of the petitioner, before the petition has been read to the chapter, 
and the amount of the fee shall be refunded. 
Section 9. The petition and fee shall be returned and no ballot taken if the petitioner is found ineligible. 
Section 10. When the petition has been read and the Investigating Committee appointed, the petition cannot be returned 
under any circumstances. 
Section 11. There shall be no physical disqualification for membership in the Order, except that a petitioner must be able 
to give satisfactory explanation of the signs and passes for the purpose of identification as a member. 
Section 12. An unfavorable report of the Investigating Committee shall not reject the petition without a ballot. lfrejected, 
the amount of the fee shall be refunded. 
Section 13. Tfthe Investigating Committee fails to report on a petition at the expiration of thirty (30) days, and requests no 
further extension of time, they shall be discharged by the Worthy Matron and a new committee appointed. 
Section 14. A rejected petition for the degrees may be submitted to any other chapter within shall not again be 
reeeiYecl by any Chapter iR this Grand Jurisdiction withiR tv.·o (2.) months after the date of such objection. 
Section 15. A rejected petition for affiliation may be renewed at afl;r tiR1@ asa in any chapter within the Grand Jurisdiction 
of Idaho and does not affect the standing of an applicant. The demit or certificate of transfer and the International 
Headquarters Fund fee accompanying the petition shall be returned to the applicant. 
Section 16. A rejected petition for reinstatement may be renewed at any time ana in the chapter from which the member 
was suspended. 
Section 17. A chapter may receive the petition of a person residing in another Grand Jurisdiction . 

A. an Investigating Committee sha ll be appointed and waiver of Grand Jurisdiction requested through the Worthy 
Grand Matron of Idaho 

B. said waiver must be received before the Investigating Committee reports and the ballol is cast 
C. a request for waiver from another Grand Jurisdiction shal I be: 

I. to the Worthy Grand Matron of ldaho 
2. in writing, bearing the seal of the chapter and stating name and address of the Petitioner 

ARTICLE Xlll BALLOT 
Balloting sha ll be governed by the Ritual and the following rules: 

A. Ballots on petitions for the degrees, affiliat ion and reinstatement shall be by secret ballot at a stated meeting. 
B. A properly prepared ballot box must contain at least six (6) black cubes and enough white balls in the open 

compa1tment to provide each voting member a choice. Should there be no choice at any time, the Wmthy 
Matron shall be notified, and the ballot declared void. The ballot box will be corrected and a second ballot 
will be taken. 

C. During balloting, the ballot box shall be placed upon the Altar at the left of the Holy Bible, unless passed to 
voting members. 

D. Separate ballots may be taken on each petition or collective ballots on two (2) or more petitioners-;-. hHowever, 
petitions for affil iation and/or reinstatement cannot be combined with petitions for initiation. 

E. A clear ballot is necessary to e lect. The ballot is considered clear if no more than two black cubes appear . 
F. The Sentinel, or member appointed to serve as Sentinel , will be the on ly one permitted to enter or retire after 

the Wonhy Matron has instructed the Associate Conductress to take charge of the ballot box. No member 
present shall be excused from balloting. 

G. The use of more than one ballot box is prohibited. 
H. No ballot shall be taken upon a petition unless the Worthy Patron, or a Brother who is acting as Worthy Patron, 

is present to inspect the ballot box. 



I. A ballot once commenced must be continuous, without postponement or debate, and when completed must be 
declared and cannot be reconsidered, except as may be directed by the Worthy Grand Matron in case of an 
appeal. 

J. No one shall be pem1itted to examine the ballot except the Worthy Matron, W01thy Patron, Associate Matron . 
and Associate Patron. After the ballot has been declared by the Worthy Matron , she shall destroy the ballot, to 
prevent any member from inspecting it. 

K. No inquiries or statements as to the reason of a member's ballot shall be permitted. Members are forbidden 
from disclosing how they voted , discussing the rejection of a petitioner, or informing a rejected petitioner 

whom they think cast the black cube. 
L. A member is justified in using the black cube only when thevsheilhe know& the petitioner is not of good moral 

character or may be a known troublemaker who would cause discord in the chapter. The black cube is placed 
there for our protection and should never be used thoughtlessly, carelessly, or without reason. in a persoftal 
way nor for a clishenoreble meti-.. ·e. The Golden Rule should be remembered when a ballot is cast. 

ARTICLE XIV INITIATION 
Section 1. The chapter room shall be properly prepared for the ceremony of initiation before the meeting is opened, with 
all paraphernalia in place. 
Section 2. When there is only one candidate, the Conductress works alone . hHowever, if there is an uneven number of 
candidates, a member may be used to fonn even couples. 
Section 3. An objec ti on to prevent the conferring of degrees upon a candidate w ho has been e lected musr be made by at 
least three (3) members in good standing of the chapter. The reason for each member 's objection must be filed, in w riti ng. 
to the Worthy Matron no late r than twenty-fo ur (24) hours preceding the time appointed for initiation. The fact objections 
were made, and not the names of th e objectors, nor the rea ons, shall be decl ared by the Worthy Matron and entered upon 
the records of the chapter. A n objection has the same effect as a black cube. Two (2) objections sha ll not debar the 
conferring of degrees. If one oft/Je three objections is not removed, the fee must be returned, and the petitioner may again 
petition the chapter at the end of two (2) months. 
Section 4. Special meetings may be ca ll ed by the Worthy Matron for the pw-pose of initiation without dispensation 
provided two (2) weeks have e lapsed s ince the e lection of the candidate. A sp ecia l dispensation may be obtained from the 
Worthy Grand Matron to initi ate w ithin two (2) weeks of electi on, provided three (3) days have elapsed. Balloting and 
initiation on the same petition cannot be held on the same dav. 
Section 5. Chapters may initiate candidates elected to membership in another Grand Jurisdiction only w hen instructed to 
do so by the Worthy Grand M atron ofldaho. Chapters des iring elected candidates to be initi ated in another Grand 
Jurisdi cti on must make the request throug h the office of the Worthy Grand Matron ofTdaho, giving a ll necessary 
information. The fee belongs to the chapter in which the candidate was e lected. 
Section 6. Chapters may initi ate candidates elected to membership in another chapter in Tdaho upon request from that 
chapter. Chapters ask ing for a courtesy initiation should do so under the seal of the chapter. When a request for a courtesy 
initiation is received by a chapter, 5affi the Chapter should make every effort to hold the initiation as soon as possible. 
Section 7. ~ If any petitioner fail~ to appear for initiation, 1,vith01:1t good eJwuse fer within six (6) months from date 
of election and without good cause, the election shall be void and the fee forfeited . 
Section 8. When an applicant for the degrees is il legally elected and initiated by a chapter, and is an innocent patty to the 
transaction , she,ihe thev shall not be deprived of membership in the Order. 

Would then read: 

ARTICLE XTT PETITIONS 
Section 1. Membersh ip in the Order of the Eastern Star is to be free choice, however prospective members w ho arc 
e ligibl e may be informed of their eli g ibility . 
Section 2. No publi city shall be given on petition for membership . 
Section 3. A ll pet iti ons for the degrees shall : 

A. be made in writing, signed by the petitio ner, w ith their full name and residence 
B. require applicants to reside within the State of Idaho fo r six (6) months pri or to the date of the petition, unless a 

waiver of Grand Juri sd ict ion is granted 
C. state the current Masonic standing, relationship , or sponsorship 

D . be accompanied by letters of sponsorship from a Sister and a Brother, both of whom are members of the Order, 
if the petition is for a woman being sponsored 

E. be recommended by two (2) members of the chapter w ho cannot be appointed to the investigating committee 



F. be accompanied by the required fee and certificate, or its equivalent, of proper Masonic affiliation, relationship, 
or sponsorship. (Refer to Ritual. General Regulations. sections titled Membership and Petitions) 

G. be presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and refen-ed to an investigating committee 
Section 4. All petitions for affiliation shall be: 

A . made in writing, signed by the petitioner, and include the petitioners full name and residence 
B. without residency qualification requirements 
C. recommended by two (2) members of the chapter who cannot be appointed to the investi ga ting committee 
D . accompanied by a demit, cert ificate of transfer, or its equivalent from the chapter to which the petitioner 

formerly belonged 
E. presented at a stared meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating committee 

Section 5. A petition for plural membership shall be: 
A. made in writing, signed by the petitioner, with the full name and residence 
B. recommended by two (2) members of the chapter who cannot be appointed to the investigating committee 
C. accompanied by a cetiificate or letter of good standing 
D . presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and refetTed to an investigating committee 
E. the Grand Secretaiy of this Grand Jurisdiction shall ascertain whether the Grand Jurisd iction , in which the 

membership is held , permits plural membership before the petition for plmal membership may be received 
Section 6. A petition for reinstatement shal l be: 

A. submitted by a member suspended for non-payment of dues in the chapter from which they were suspended, 
and does not require residence qualification or Masonic relationship , except that a Brother must be an affiliated 
Master Mason in good standing 

B. presented to any chapter, only after previous membership in an Idaho chapter which no longer exists due to a 
merger, or the surrender of their chapter Charter is verified through the Grand Secretary. Verification must be 
obtained before the petition may be received. All qualifications for residency, Masonic relationship , 
sponsorship, and dues , as stated in this section, will apply 

C. accompanied by one ( 1) year's delinquent dues and the full current year's dues 
D. presented at a stated meeting, properly recorded, and referred to an investigating committee. By-Laws do not 

need to be signed again if reinstating in an original chapter. However, they must be signed if reinstated as 
specified in B of this section 

Section 7. A minimum of three objections, in open chapter, by members in good standing is required to prevent the 
reception of a petition for membership. An objection against a petitioner can only be made by members of the chapter in 
which the petition is received. 
Section 8. A petition may be withdrawn at the request of the petitioner, before the petition has been read to the chapter, 
and the amount of the fee shall be refunded. 
Section 9. The petition and fee shall be returned and no ballot taken if the petitioner is found ineligibl e. 
Section 10. When the petition has been read and the Investigating Committee appointed , the petition cannot be returned 
under any circumstances . 
Section 11. There shall be no physical di squalification for membership in the Order, except that a petitioner must be able 
to give satisfactory explanation of the signs and passes for the purpose of identification as a member. 
Section 12. An unfavorable repo1i of the investigating Committee shall not reject the petition without a ballot. If rejected , 
the amount of the fee shall be refunded. 
Section 13. If the Investigating Committee fails to report on a petition at the expiration of thirty (30) days , and requests no 
further extension of time, they shall be discharged by the Worthy Matron and a new committee appointed. 
Section 14. A rejected petition for the degrees may be submitted to any other chapter with in this Grand Jurisdiction . 
Section 15. A rejected petition for affiliation may be renewed in any chapter within the Grand Jurisdiction of Idaho and 
does not affect the standing of an applicant . The demit or certificate of transfer and the International Headquarters Fund 
fee accompanying the petition shall be returned to the applicant. 
Section 16. A rejected petition for reinstatement may be renewed in the chapter from which the member was suspended. 
Section 17. A chapter may receive the petition of a person residing in another Grand Jurisdiction. 

A. an Investigating Committee shall be appointed and waiver of Grand Jurisdiction requested through the Worthy 
Grand Matron of Idaho 

B . said waiver must be received before the Investi gating Committee reports and the ballot is cast 
C. a request for waiver from another Grand Jurisdiction shall be: 

I . to the Worthy Grand Matron ofTdaho 
2. in writing, bearing the seal of the chapter, and stating name and address of the petitioner 



ARTICLE Xlll BALLOT 
Balloting shall be governed by the Ritual and the following rules : 

A. Ballots on petitions for the degrees , affiliation and reinstatement shall be by secret ballot at a stated meeting. 
B. A properly prepared ball ot box must contain at least six (6) black cubes and enough white balls in the open 

compartment to provide each voting member a choice. Should there be no choice at any time, the Wo1thy 
Mah·on shall be notified, and the ballot declared void. The ballot box will be cotTected, and a second ballot will 
be taken. 

C. During balloting, the ballot box shall be placed upon the Altar at the left of the Holy Bible, unless passed to 
voti ng members. 

D. Separate ballots may be taken on each petition or collective ballots on two (2) or more petitioners. However, 
petitions for affi liation and/or reinstatement cannot be combined with petitions for initiation. 

E. A c lear ballot is necessary to elect. The ballot is considered clear if no more than two black cubes appear. 
F. The Sentinel, or member appointed to serve as Sentinel , will be the only one permitted to en ter or retire after 

the Wotthy Matron has instructed the Assoc iate Conductress to take charge of the ballot box. No member 
present shall be excused from balloting. 

G. The use of more than one ballot box is prohibited . 
H. no ballot shall be taken upon a petition unless the Wo1thy Patron, or a Brother who is acting as Worthy Patron , 

is present to inspect the ballot box. 
T. A ballot once commenced must be cominuous, wi thout postponement or debate, and when completed must be 

declared and cannot be reconsidered, except as may be directed by the Worthy Grand Matron in case ofan 
appeal. 

J. Bo one shall be permitted to examine the ballot except the Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron, 
and Associate Patron. After the ballot has been declared by the Worthy Matron, she shall destroy the ballot, to 
prevent any member from inspecting it. 

K. No inquirie or statements as to the reason of a member's ballot shall be permitted. Members are forbidden 
from disclosing how they voted, discussing the rejection of a petitioner, or inforn1ing a rejected petitioner 
whom they think cast the black cube. 

L. A member is justified in using the black cube only when they know the petitioner is not of good moral 
character or may be a known troublemaker who would cause discord in the chapter. The black cube is placed 
there for our protection and should never be used thoughtlessly, carelessly, or without reason. Th e Golden Rule 
should be remembered when a ballot is cast. 

ARTICLE xrv TNTTTA TTON 
Section 1. The chapter room shall be properly prepared for the ceremony of initiation before the meeting is opened, with 
all paraphernalia in place. 
Section 2. When there is only one candidate, the Conductress works alone. However, if there is an uneven number of 
candidates, a member may be used to form even couples. 
Section 3. An objection to prevent the conferring of degrees upon a candidate who has been e lected must be made by at 
least three (3) members in good standing of the chapter. The reason for each member's objection must be filed , in writing, 
to the Worthy Matron no later than twenty-four (24) hours preceding the time appointed for initi ation . The fact objections 
were made, and not the names of the objectors, nor the reasons, shall be declared by the Worthy Matron and entered upon 
the records of the chapter. An objection has the same effect as a black cube. Two (2) objections shall not debar the 
conferring of degrees. Tf one of the three objections is not removed, the fee must be returned, and the petitioner may again 
petition the chapter at the end of two (2) months. 
Section 4. Special meetings may be called by the Worthy Matron for the purpose of initi at ion w ithout dispensation 
provided two (2) weeks have elapsed since the election of the candidate. A specia l dispensation may be obtained from the 
Worthy Grand Matron to initiate within two (2) weeks of election, provided three (3) days have elapsed. Balloting and 
initiation on the same petition cannot be held on the same day . 
Section 5. Chapters may initiate candidates elected to membership in another Grand Jurisdiction only when instructed to 
do so by the Worthy Grand Matron of Idaho. Chapters desiring elected candidates to be initiated in another Grand 
Jurisdiction must make the request through the office of the Worthy Grand Matron of Idaho, giving all necessary 
information . The fee belongs to the chapter in which the candidate was elected. 
Section 6. Chapters may initiate candidates elected to membership in another chapter in Idaho upon request from that 

chapter. Chapters asking for a courtesy initiation should do so under the seal of the chapter. When a request for a courtesy 
initiation is received by a chapter, the Chapter should make every effort to hold the initiation as soon as poss ible. 



Section 7. If any petitioner fails to appear for initiation within six (6) months from date of election and without good 
cause, the election shall be void and the fee forfeited. 
Secti on 8. When an applicant for the degrees is illegally elected and initiated by a chapter, and is an innocent pa1iy to the 
transaction, they shall not be deprived of membership in the Order. 

Rationale: 
• Modernized wording and as a result, changed some of the sentence structures lo align. 
• Removed gender references and standardize 1,vording used throughout other Articles within the Code and Digesr 

• Added "Uniform ·· in.fi·ont of by-laws when referencing chapter by-laws and added "special" inji'ont of 
disp ensations. 

• Updated the membership section to r~flecf recent changes in membership deflnirion and requirements. 
• Added the !imitation that signers on a petition 0 1· those recommending the p etitioner cannot be on the 

investigating committee. 
• Removed the time limits for submitting a petition to other chapters since monitoring of a rejected p etitioner is 

di.fjicult and is11 't being done anyway. 
• Added clar(ftcation and emphasis that balloting, and initiation cannot occur on the same day for the same 

petitioner. 

Submitted by 

~11r 
Idaho Chapter No. 49 Hemietta Chapter No. 21 
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Now reads: (write verbat im what is in the Code) 

ARTICLE XV DEMITS 
Section I . A demit terminares membersh ip in a chapter and certifies that the member was in good standin g at the time it was granted. 
Section 2. Any member whose dues are current may request in person, or in writing, fo r a demit. It is not necessary to state the reason 
for requesting a demit. When a member has been adjudged of unsound mind. a relative or guardian may submit the request. 
Section 3 . A request for a demit must be presented and granted at a slated meeting; a vote of the Chapter is not necessary and no Cec is 
charged. An obj ection against the granting of the dem it is eq ui valent lo charges against the applicant. Tbc demit will be witbhcld until 
the next stated meeting and if charges are not preferred, the demit must be granted. A member whose dues arc paid to December 3 I and 
who applies for a demit to be read at the fi rst stated meeting after December 3 1, shall be deemed to be clear on the books and entitled 
to demit. 
Section 4. Dupli cate demits may be issued to members upon request, but shall be so marked and reasons given fo r issuance. Tfa former 
member of a Chapter which has merged requests a dupli cate dem it , the exist ing Chapter ccretary may issue a duplicate. after ve rifying 
dale of origina l demit. 
Section 5. A demitted member may petition the Chapter fro m which the demit was granted for affi liation. The petition must be acted 
upon in the regular manner. (refer to Rules and Regulat ions, Article XII. Section 4) If the petition is rejected the member may still vis it 
the Chapter fo r one ( I) yea r from the date rhe demit was issued. 
Section 6. A demitted member is not permitted to visit on a demit after one year from date of issuance, except lo present a petition for 
affi li ation . Visitors with demits must be properly vo uched for, or pass a sati sfactory examination, and prescn1 her/hi s dem it in lieu of 
rece ipt for dues. It is conrrary to rhc precepts of the Order fo r any unarri I iated member to hold a demit for more than one ( 1) year without 
making an effort to uni te with a chapter. 
Section 7. A demit may be presented at any time to accompany a petiti on fo r affi liation , regard less of when the demit was issued. 

ARTICLE XVI CERTIFICATE OF TRA SFER 
Section l. A Certificate of Transfer enables a member lo transfer membership fro m one Chapter to another Chapter without los ing 
mcm bcrsh i p. 
Section 2. Any member in good standing, who is not an elective officer, and desires to transfer membership to anoth er chapter, may 
request a certificate of transfer. The request must be presented at a stated meet ing and granted when requested if the member's dues arc 
paid three (3 ) months in advance. A vote ofrhe Chapter is not required or taken and no fee is charged. A Certificate of Transfer is vo id 
at the expiration of three (3) months, and the holder remains a member of the orig inal chapter and responsible for dues. 
Section 3. A petition fo r affiliation accompanied by a Certifi cate of Transfer shal l be acted upon in the regular manner. (Rul es and 
Regulations Anicle Xll , Section 4) 
Section 4. Upon election of the member into the chapter, the sccrcta1y of the receiving chapter will request a demit from the origina l 
clmptcr which is sent immediately and reported at the next seated meeting. (A rticle VI , Section 6. P). 
Section 5. Chapters are authorized lo accept Certifica tes of Transfer from other Grand Ju risdictions. If a Grand Jurisdi ct ion docs 1101 

issue Certificates of Transfe r or Certifi cates of Good Standing, the Chapter receiving the petition is authorized to accept the pctitiom;r's 
current receipt for dues in lieu thereof. 

ARTICLE XVII MEMBERSHIP 
Section l. Primary Chapter: If the member' s original chapter is still active , and the member has not demilled from Lhal chapter, it is the 
Primary Chapter. 

A. If the original chapter has closed or the member has demitted, then the chapter in which themember has held active membership 
for the longest time is the Primary Chapter. 
B. If the original chapter has merged with another chapter, that chapter becomes the Primary Chapter. In such case, if the member 
has moved away before the merger and desires to make a chapter in another city the primary chapter, she/he must demit from the 
original chapter (or thechapter it merged wiLh). She/he may then make the chapter in the new city the Primary Chapter. 

Section 2. Life Membership : Any Chapter may, at its di scretion, elect to li fe membership anymember of the Chapter under the following 
conditions: 



A. The honor shall be confe1Ted only on members of the Chapter who have held fifty (50) years cumulative membership or have 
given meritorious service to the Order of the Eastern Star. 

I. The member must be in good stand ing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article I, Section 3). 
2. The member who it is proposed to honor must be a member of the Chapter conferring the honor. 
3. Chap ters having plural members eligible for Life Membership shall verify qualifications with other Chapters involved 

before issu ing a certificate. 
B. The name must be proposed in writing at a stated meeting, signed by at leas t rwo (2) members of the Chapter and voted upon at 
the next stated meeting. There must be a two-thirds majority favorable vote to elect. 
C. A life membership shall be issued without cost to the member and will exempt the holder from payment of dues . The Chapter 
must pay the per capita tax . 

.l. If Chapter correspondence to a I ife member has been returned for two (2) years and that 1 ife member cannot be located, the 
Chapter secretary wi ll so note "unable to locate" on the annual returns and the Chapter will cease payment of per capita tax on 
that member. 

2. If the li fe member is later located, the name will be added to the an nual returns and theChaptcr will pay the per capita tax 
beginning with the current year. 
D. A certificate of life Membership shall entitle the member to an official receipt for dues, issued annually. 
E. Fifty Year Members. when receiving their pin, are entitled to Grand Honors one (I) time on ly. 

Section 3.Plural Membership : This membership is available to all members of the Grand Juri sdiction under the following conditions: 
A. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Articl e I. Section 3) 
B. They may acquire membership in any other chapter(s) in Idaho or any Grand Jurisdiction that per111its such membership . 
C. A member of a Chapter of any Grand Jurisdiction that permits plural membership or a Chapter under the jurisdiction of 
General Grand Chapter, may acqui re pl ural membership in Chaptcr(s) in this Grand Jurisdiction. Plural Membership is pennitred 
with the Grand Chapters of New York , New Jersey, and Scotland providing the Masonic affi liation is in Order 
D. A petition fo r plural Membership shall be presented the same as any other petition fo r affi liati on. (Refer to Rules and 
Regu lations Article XII. Section 5) 
E. Plural members must pay dues in all Chapters. 
F. Plural members shall be en tit led to all rights and privileges of membership in al l chapters. 
G. Chapters sha ll pay per capita tax on all plural members. 
H. A member holding plural membersh ip in thi s Grand Jurisdiction may demit from any Chapter without affecting her/hi s 
membership in the other Chapter(s). 
T. Suspension of a plural member fo r nonpayment of dues in any Chapter shall not affect membership in the remaining Chapter)s) . 
If that loss of membership is in the primary Chapter, the first Chapter Affiliated with becomes the primary Chapter. (Refer to 
Rules and Regulations Article XVII, Section J) 
J. Suspension for other than nonpayment of dues, or expulsion, of a plural member from membership in any Chapter shall 
constitute loss of membership in all Chapters. (Refer to Rul es and Regulations Article VI , Section 6, S, 3b) 

Section 4. Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership (VPLM): This membership is avai labl e to all members of this Grand Jurisdiction 
under the fo ll owi ng conditions: 

A. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Artic le I, Section 3). 
I. A fee shall be assessed at twenty-one (21) times the an nual dues of the Chapter in which a member desires the VPLM. One 

year's dues shall be retained by the Chapter and the balance sent to the Grand Secretary. 
2. The fee shall be paid before Dec. 31 of the current year. 

B. If the member holds ++plural membership in two or more Chapters within the .Jurisdiction of ldaho,VPLM must be paid in the 
Primary Chapter before any other Chapter. 
C. Per capita tax shall be paid to the Grand Chapter on al l members holding a VPLM . No per capita tax shall be paid on deceased 
VPLM. 
D. VPLM sha ll receive an offic ial receipt no later than January I of each year. 
E. The interest generated from the VPLM investments remain the property of the Subordinate Chapter upon the death of a VPLM, 
Memorial VPLM or Associate Memorial VPLM, or if a VPLM demits from this Grand Jurisdiction. 
F. If a Subordinate Chapter dissolves or surrenders its Charter, and a member with a VPLM and a demit affi liates with another 
Chapter, the VPLM shall remain wi th that member. Tht: VPLM will transfer to the member's new Chapter without higher fees. If 
a VPLM member does not affiliate with another Chapter. the VPLM investment income sha11 revert to the General Fund 
Endowment Fund. !fa member chooses to demit and transfer to another Chapter, Article XV II , Sec 4. I. will apply. 
G. The suspens ion , expu lsion, or demission of a Brother from a lodge of Master Masons deprives him of all rights and pri vileges 
of membership in this Order until satisfactory evidence of his reinstatement by sa id Lodge has been presented to the Chapter. The 
VPLM funds shall remain the property of the Subordinate Chapter. 
H. Tfthe Chapter ofa VPLM, a Memorial VPLM or an Associate VPLM merges with another Chapter in this Grand Jurisd iction, 
the total funds shall be transfened ro the new Chapter with no additional fee required even though the new Chapter has hi ghe r 
dues. 
l. A member may transfer VPLM fu nds when affi liating with another Chapter in thi s Grand Jurisdiction . In the event the new 
Chapter has higher dues, the VPLM wil l pay the difference in amount to equal twenty-one (21) times the yearly dues of the 
Chapter to which she/he is affiliating. 
J. Transfer ofVPLM , Memorial VPLM or Associate Memorial VPLM funds out of the Grand Juri sd iction of Idaho sha ll not be 
permitted under any circumstance. 



K. In the event ofa merger. the subordinate Chapter Secretary receiving the Voluntary, Associate or Memorial Prepaid Life 
Membership shall in form the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer prior to December 31 of that year. 

Section 5. Memorial Volunrnry Prepaid Life Membership: This membership may be purchased by others to honor a deceased member 
or this Grand Jurisdiction . A fee equal to twenty (20) times the yearly dues or the Chapter shall be required . No per capita tax shall be 
paid on Memorial VPLMs. 
Section 6. Associate Memorial Membership: This membership may be purchased by a Subordinate Chapter in the names of two or more 
deceased members when the Chapter has accumulated an amount equa l to twenty (20) times the annua l dues. A minimum of twenty 
dollars ($20.00) per name li sted shal l be required . No per capita tax shall be paid on Associate Memorial Memberships. 
Section 7. Honorary Membership: This membership may be conferred only upon members of another Chapter, by a motion and 
unanimous vote of the Chapter extending the courtesy. The name of the member so honored shall not be listed with the regular 
membership . Honorary Members shall enjoy all privileges of membership except those of voting or holding office. No per capita tax 
shall be paid on Honorary Members. 

ARTICLE XVIII VISITORS 
Section I . Visitors must ex hibit an official rece ipt for dues to rhe Conductress or the Associate Conductress. A member of the Order 
shall have the right to visit any Chapter, if there is no objection , provided she/he presents an official <.lues receipt or a demit an<.l has 
been properly vouched for or been examined singly in secret as prescribed in Rules and Regulations Article VII , Section 3. 
Section 2. Any member shall have the unrestricted right to object to the visit of anyone not a member of her/hi s Chapter; provided that 
the objector must be present, and make the objection to the Worthy Matron in person. The Worthy Matron sha ll appoint a comm ittee of 
three (3) members to hear the objection. If the committee upholds the objection the visitor shall be requested Lo retire ; otherwise the 
visitor shall be allowed to remain. Lawful objections are: 

A. Failure to exhibit an official receipt. 
B. Inability to pass a satisfactory examination. 
C. Unaffiliated with a demit more than one (I) year old. 
D . Under charges. 

Changes: Delete old articles in their entirety and replace ·with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rntionale at the end. 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strikethroughs. Capita/i::ation and punctuation 
(housekeeping) were changed but were not deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular black font.) 

ARTICLE XV DEMITS 
Section 1. A demit terminates membership in a chapter and certifies that the member was in good standing at the time it 
was granted. 
Section 2. Any member whose dues arc current may submit a written request iR f)ersoR, or iR 1,VFitiRg, for a demit. It-i5 
Rot Reeessary to state t!he reason for requesting a demit is not necessary. When a member has been adjudged declared 
incompetent of 1:1HsouRd mind, a relative or guardian may subm it the request. 
Section 3. A request for a demit must be presented and granted at a stated meeting~ A vote of the chapter is not 
ReeesSEH)' required and no fee is charged. An objection against the granting of the demit is equivalent to charges against 
the app licant. The demit will be withheld until the next stated meeting and if charges are not prefeffeasubmitted, the 
demit must be granted. A member whose dues are paid to D ecember 31 and who applies for a demit to be read at the first 
stated meeting after December 31 , shall be deemed to be clear on the books and entitled to demit. 

Section 4. Duplicate demits may be issued to members upon request, but shall be so marked and reasons given for 
issuance. Tf a former member of a chapter which has merged requests a duplicate demit, the existing chapter Secretary 
may issue a duplicate , after verifying date of original demit. 
Section 5. A demitted member may f)etitioR the Chapter from whieh the demit was graRted for affiliation. A member 
mav submit a petition for affiliation to the chapter from which the demit was granted. The petition must be acted 
upon in the regular manner. (Refer to Rules and Regulations, Article XII, Section 4) If the petition is rejected , the member 
may still visit the-any chapter for one (I) year from the date the demit was issued. 
Section 6. A demitted member is not permitted to visit on a demit after one year from date of issuance, except to present a 
petition for affiliation . Visitors with demits must be properly vouched for, or pass a satisfactory examination, and present 
~ their demit in I ieu of a dues receipt fer dt1es . It is eeBtnH)' te the precepts geHeral rules ef the Order fer any 
unaffiliated member to holEl a demit for more than one ( l) year wi th01:1t ma-king an effort to W1ite with a ehapter. 
Section 7. A demit may be presented at any time to accompany a petition for affiliation , regardless of when the demit was 
issued . 

ARTICLE XVI CERTIFICATE OF TRANSFER 
Section 1. A Certificate of Transfer enables a member to transfer membership from one chapter to another chapter 
without losing membership. 
Section 2. Any member in good standing, w ho is not an elective officer, and des ires to transfer membership to another 
chapter, may request a certificate of transfer. The request must be presented at a stated meeting and granted when 



requested if the member's dues are current · . A vote of the chapter is not required or takeR 
and no fee is charged. A Certificate of Transfer is void at the expiratioR of valid for one (1) year three (3) moRths , and 
the holder remains a member of the original chapter and responsible for dues. 
Section 3. A petition for affiliation accompanied by a Ce11ificate of Transfer shall be acted upon in the regular manner. 
(Rules and Regulations Article XTT, Section 4) 
Section 4. Upon election of the member into the ether new chapter, the Secretary of the new reeeiviAg chapter wi 11 
request a demit from the original chapter which is sent immediately. Both chapter Secretaries will report and reported 
at the next stated meeting. (Artiele \q, SeetioR 6, P). 
Section 5. Chapters arc authorized to accept Certificates of Transfer from other Grand Jurisdictions. If a Grand 
Jurisdiction docs not issue Certificates of Transfer or Certificates of Good Standing, the chapter receiving the petition is 
authorized to accept the petitioner's current dues receipt for dues in lieu thereof. 

ARTICLE XVII MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1. A .P.primary chapter is defined as.;-H-the member's original chapter if it is still active, and the member has not 
demitted from that chapter, it is the Primary chapter. 

A. If the original chapter has closed or the member has demitted, then the chapter in which the member has held 
active membership for the longest time is the Primary chapter. 
B. If the original chapter has merged with another chapter, that chapter becomes the primary chapter. In such case, if 
the member has moved away before the merger and desires to make a chapter in another city the primary chapter, 
she/he they must demit from the original chapter (or the chapter it merged with). ~ Thev may then make the 
chapter in their new c ity the primaty chapter. 
C. Tf a plural member, you may choose to be honored in whichever chapter you wish. 

Section 2. Life Membership: Any chapter may, at its discretion, elect to life membership any member of the chapter under 
the following conditions: 

A. The honor shall be conferred only on members of the chapter who have held fifty (50) years cumulative 
membership or have given meritorious service to the Order of the Eastern Star. 

1. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article I, Section 3). 
2. The member •.vhe it is prepesed te heAor must be a member of the chapter conferring the honor. 
3. Ch1tpters haviHg pltt:ral Rl:embefs eligible for Life Membership shall verify qualifieatiens with ether Chapters 
involves befere iss'diBg a eertifieate. 

B. The name must be proposed in writing at a stated meeting, signed by at least two (2) members of the chapter, read 
and held over until the next stated meeting. After the second reading a two-thirds (2/3) vote is required for 
election. 
and voted upoR at the Rext stated meeting. There must be by a two thirds majority favorable 11ote to eleet. 

C . A life membership shall be issued without cost to the member and will exempt the holder from payment of dues. 
The chapter must pay the annual per capita assessment tffif. 

I . If chapter correspondence to a life member has been returned for two (2) year and that life member cannot be 
located , the chapter secretary will so note "unable to locate" on the annual return and the chapter will cease 
payment of per capita assessment ffi* on that member. 
2. If the life member is later located, the name will be added to the annual returns and the chapter will pay the per 
capita assessment ffi* beginning with the current year. 

D. A certificate of Life Membership shall entitle the member to an official dues receipt for dues, issued annually. 
E. Fifty Year Members, when receiving their pin, shall be escorted through the labyrinth to the East, and given 
are @Rtitled to Grand Honors OR@ (l) tiFRe only. 

Section 3. Plural Membership: This membership is available to all members of the Grand Jurisdiction under the following 
conditions: 

A. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article I, Section 3) 
B. They may acqui1·e membership in any other chapter(s) in Idaho or any Grand Jurisdiction that permits 600:R-plural 
membershipf. 
C. A member of a chapter of any Grand Jurisdiction that permits plural membership or a chapter under the jurisdiction 
of General Grand Chapter, may acquire plural membership in chapter(s) in this Grand Jurisdiction. Plural MeHiaershi13 
is 13ermitted with the GraRd Cha13ters of New York, New Jersey, aRd SeotlaAd 13ro1ridiRg the MasoRie affiliatioR is iR 
Gt=aef 
D. A petition for plural Membership shall be presented the same as any other petition for affiliation . (Refer to Rules 
and Regulations Artic le Xll, Section 5) 
E. Plural members must pay dues in all chapters. 
F. Plural members sha ll be entitled to all rights and privileges of membership in all chapters. 



G. Chapters shall pay per capita assessment talH)n all plural members. 
H. A member holding plural membership in this Grand Jurisdiction may demit from any chapter without affecting 
hef4:H& their membership in the other chapter(s). 
I. Suspension of a plural member for nonpayment of dues in any chapter shall not affect membership in the remaining 
chapter1{s). Tfthat loss of membership is in the primary chapter, the first chapter affiliated with becomes the primary 
chapter. (Refer to R1:1les and Regulations Article XVII, Section I) 
J. Suspension for other than nonpayment of dues, or expulsion , of a plural member from membership in any chapter 
shall constitute loss of membership in all chapters. (Refer to Rules a11d Regulations Article \q, Section 6, 8, 3b) 

Section 4. Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership (VPLM): This membership is available to all members of this Grand 
Jurisdiction under the following conditions: 

A. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article I, Section 3). 
I . A fee shall be assessed at twenty-one (2 I) times the annual dues of the chapter in which a member desires the 
VPLM. One year's dues shall be retained by the chapter and the balance sent to the Grand Secretary. 
2. The fee shall be paid before Dec. 3 I of the cutTent year. 

B. If the member holds plural membership in two or more Cl~apters within the Jurisdiction of laaho, VPLM must be 
13aid ia the Primary Chapter before any other Chapter. 
B.G. Per capita assessment tf* shall be paid to the Grand Chapter on all members holding a VPLM. No per capita 
assessment tf* shall be paid on !!. deceased VPLM. 
C..Q. VPLM shall receive an official dues receipt no later than Januaty I of each year. 
D.E. The interest generated from the VPLM investments remain the property of the subordinate chapter upon the 
death ofa VPLM, Memorial VPLM or Associate Memorial VPLM, or ifa VPLM demits from this Grand 
Jurisdiction . 
E.F. If a subordinate chapter dissolves or surrenders its Charter, the total amount of the accrued interest shall revert to 
the Grand Chapter Benevolent Endowment Fund. 
F.G. The suspension, expulsion, or demission of a Brother from a lodge of Master Masons deprives him of all rights 
and privileges of membership in this Order until satisfactory evidence of his reinstatement by said Lodge has been 
presented to the chapter. The VPLM funds shall remain the property of the subordinate chapter. 
G.H. Tf the chapter of a VPLM, a Memorial VPLM or an Associate VPLM merges with another chapter in this Grand 
Jurisdiction, the total funds shall be transferred to the new chapter with no additional fees required even though the 
new chapter may have has-higher dues . 
H.I. A member may transfer VPLM funds when affi liating with another chapter in this Grand Jurisdiction. In the 
event the new chapter has hi gher dues, the VPLM will pay the difference in amount to equal twenty-one (21) times 
the yearly dues of the chapter to which sh@/h@ is they are affiliating. 
I.J. Transfer of VPLM , Memorial VPLM or Associate Memorial VPLM funds out of the Grand Jurisdiction of Idaho 
shall not be pe1111itted under any circumstance. 
J.K:. In the event of a merger, the subordinate chapter Secretary receiving the Voluntary, Associate or Memorial 
Prepaid Life Membership shall inform the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer prior to December 31 of that year. 

Section 5. Memorial Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership: This membership may be purchased by others to honor a 
deceased member of this Grand Jurisdiction . A fee equal to twenty (20) times the yearly dues of the chapter shall be 
required. No per capita assessment tG* shall be paid on Memorial VPLMs. 
Section 6. Associate Memorial Membership: This membership may be purchased by a subordinate chapter in the names 
of two or more deceased members when the chapter has accumulated aft a total amount equal to twenty (20) times the 
annual dues . A minimum of twenty dollars ($20.00) per name listed shall be required. No per capita assessment ffi* shall 
be paid on Associate Memorial Memberships. 
Section 7. Honorary Membership: This membership may be conferred only upon members of another chapter, by a 
motion and unanimous vote of the chapter extending the cow1esy. The name of the member so honored shall not be listed 
with the regular membership. Honorary Members shall enjoy all privileges of membership except those of voting or 
holding office. No per capita assessment tf* shall be paid on Honorary Members. 

ARTICLE XVIII VISITORS 
Section 1. Visitors must ~ present an official dues receipt for dues to the Conductress or the Associate Conductress. 
A member of the Order sh al I have the right to visit any chapter, if there is no objection, provided ~ they present an 
official dues receipt or a demit and hasve been properly vouched for or beeH satisfactorily examined singly in seeret as 
prescribed in Rules and Regulations Article VII, Section 3. 
Section 2. Any member shall have the unrestricted right to object to the visit of anyone not a member of ~ their 
chapter-;- provided that the objector ~ be present, and make§. the objection to the Wo1thy Matron in person. The Worthy 



Matron shall appoint a committee of three (3) members to hear the objection. If the committee upholds the objection , the 
visitor shall be requested to retiret. e Otherwise the visitor shall be allowed to remain. Lawful objections are: 

A. failure to exhibit an official dues receipt. 
B . inability to pass a satisfactory examination. 
C. unaffiliated with a demit more than one ( 1) year old. 
D. under charges. 

Would then read: 

ARTlCLE XV DEMITS 
Section I. A demit terminates membership in a chapter and certifies that the member was in good standing at the time it 
was granted. 
Section 2. Any member whose dues are current may submit a written request for a demit. The reason for requesting a demit 
is not necessary. When a member has been declared incompetent, a relative or guardian may submit the request. 
Section 3. A request for a demit must be presented and granted at a stated meeting. A vote of the chapter is not required , 
and no fee is charged. An objection against the granting of the demit is equivalent to charges against the applicant. The 
demit will be withheld unti I the next stated meeting and if charges are not submitted, the demit must be granted. A member 
whose dues are paid to December 31 and who applies for a demit to be read at the first stated meeting after December 31 , 
shall be deemed to be clear on the books and entitled to demit. 
Section 4. Duplicate demits may be issued to members upon request but shall be so marked and reasons given for issuance. 
Tf a former member of a chapter which has merged requests a duplicate demit, the existing chapter Secretary may issue a 
duplicate, after verifying date of original demit. 
Section 5. A member may submit a petition for affi liation to the chapter from which the demit was granted. The petition 
must be acted upon in the regular maimer. (refer to Rules and Regulations, Article Xll , Section 4) lfthe petition is rejected, 
the member may still visit any chapter for one (1) year from the date the demit was issued. 
Section 6. A demitted member is not pe1111ined to visit on a demit after one year from date of issuance, except to present a 
petition for affiliation. Visitors with demits must be properly vouched for, or pass a satisfactory examination, and present 
their demit in lieu of a dues receipt. 
Section 7. A demit may be presented at any time to accompany a petition for affi li ation, regardless of when the demit was 
issued . 

ARTICLE XVI CERTIFICATE OF TRANSFER 
Section 1. A Certificate of Transfer enables a member to transfer membership from one chapter to another chapter without 
losing membership. 
Section 2. Any member in good standing, who is not an elective officer, and desires to transfer membership to another 
chapter, may request a certificate of transfer. The request must be presented at a stated meeting and granted when requested 
if the member's dues are current. A vote of the chapter is not required and no fee is charged. A Certificate of Transfer is 
valid for one (1) year, and the holder remains a member of the original chapter and responsible for dues 
Section 3. A petition for affiliation accompanied by a Certificate of Transfer shall be acted upon in the regular manner. 
(Rules and Regulations Article XII, Section 4) 
Section 4. Upon election of the member into the new chapter, the Secretary of the new chapter will request a demit from 
the original chapter which is sent immediately. Both chapter Secretaries will report at the next stated meeting. 
Section 5. Chapters are authorized to accept Certificates of Transfer from other Grand Jurisdictions. Tf a Grand Jurisdiction 
docs not issue Cert ifi cates of Transfer or Certificates of Good Standing, the chapter receiving the petition is authorized to 
accept the petitioner's current dues receipt in lieu thereof. 

ARTICLE XVII MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1. A primary chapter is defined as the member's original chapter if it is still active, and the member has not 
demitted from that chapter. 

A. if the original chapter has closed or the member has demitted, then the chapter in which the member has held active 
membership for the longest time is the Primary chapter. 
B. if the original chapter has merged with another chapter, that chapter becomes the primary chapter. In such case, if 
the member has moved away before the merger and desires to make a chapter in another city the primary chapter. they 
must demit from the original chapter (or the chapter it merged with). Th ey may then make the chapter in the new city 
their primary chapter. 
C. if a plural member, you may choose whichever chapter you wish to be honored as. 



Section 2. Life Membership: Any chapter may, at its discretion, elect to life membership any member of the chapter 
under the following conditions: 

A. the honor shall be confen-ed only on members of the chapter who have held fifty (50) years cumulative 
membership or have given meritorious service to the Order of the Eastern Star. 

I. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article 1, Section 3). 
2. The member must be a member of the chapter conferring the honor. 

B. the name must be proposed in writing at a stated meeting, signed by at least two (2) members of the chapter, read, 
and held over until the next stated meeting. After the second reading a two-thirds (2/3) vote is required for election. 
C. a life membership shall be issued without cost to the member and will exempt the holder from payment of dues. 
The chapter must pay the annua l per capita assessment. 

1. If chapter correspondence to a life member has been returned for two (2) years and that life member cannot be 
located, the chapter secretaiy will so note "unable to locate" on the annual rerum and the chapter wil l cease 
payment of per capita assessment on that member. 
2. Tfthe life member is later located, the name will be added to the ann ual return and the chapter will pay the per 
capita assessment beginning with the current year. 

D. a ceiiificate of Life Membership shall entitle the member to an official dues receipt issued annual ly. 
E. fifty Year Members, when receiving their pin , shall be escorted through the labyrinth to the East, and given Grand 
Honors . 

Section 3. Plural Membership: This membership is available to a ll members of the Grand Jurisdiction under the 
fol lowi ng condit ions: 

A. The member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article 1, Section 3) 
B. T hey may acquire membership in any other chapter(s) in Idaho or any Grand Jurisdiction that permits plural 
memberships. 
C. A member of a chapter of any Grand Jurisdiction that permits plural membership or a chapter under the jurisdiction 
of General Grand Chapter, may acquire plural membership in chapter(s) in this Grand Jurisdiction. 
D. A petition for plural Membership shall be presented the same as any oth er petition for affi li ation. (Refer to Rules 
and Regulations Article XTT, Section 5) 
E. Plural members must pay dues in all chapters. 
F. Plural members shall be entit led to all rights and privileges of membership in al l chapters. 
G. Chapters sha ll pay per capita assessment on al l plural members. 
H. A member holding plural membership in this Grand Jurisdiction may demit from any chapter without affecting 
their membership in the other chapter(s). 
I. Suspension of a plural member for nonpayment of dues in any chapter shall not affect membership in the remaining 
chapter(s). If that loss of membership is in the primary chapter, the first chapter affi li ated with becomes the primary 
chapter. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article XVlI, Section 1) 
J. Suspension for other than nonpayment of dues, or expulsion , of a plural member from membership in any chapter 
shall constitu te loss of membership in al l chapters . (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article VT, Section 6, S, 3b) 

Section 4. Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership (VPLM): This membership is available to all members of this Grand 
Jurisdiction under the following conditions: 

A. the member must be in good standing. (Refer to Rules and Regulations Article I, Section 3). 
1. a fee shall be assessed at twenty-one (21 ) times the annual dues of the chapter i 11 which a member desires the 
VPLM . One year's dues shal l be retained by the chapter and the balance sent to the Grand Secretary. 
2. the fee shall be paid before Dec. 31 ofthc current year. 

B. per capita assessment shal l be paid to the Grand Chapter on al l members holding a VPLM. No per capita 
assessment shall be paid on a deceased VPLM . 
C. VPLM shal l receive an official dues receipt no later than January 1 of each year. 
D. the interest generated from the VPLM investments remain the property of the subordinate chapter upon the death 
of a VPLM, Memorial VPLM or Associate Memorial VPLM, or if a VPLM demits from this Grand Jurisdiction. 
E. if a subordinate chapter dissolves or surrenders its Charter, the total amount of the accrued interest shal l revert to 
the Grand Chapter Benevolent Endowment Fu nd. 
F. the suspens ion , expulsion , or demission of a Brother from a lodge of Master Masons deprives him of al I rights and 
privileges of membership in this Order until satisfactory evidence of his reinstatement by said Lodge has been 
presented to the chapter. The VPLM funds shal l remain the property of the subord inate chapter. 

G. if the chapter of a VPLM, a Memorial VPLM or an Associate VPLM merges with another chapter in this Grand 
Jurisdiction, the total funds shall be transferred to the new chapter with no additional fees required even though the 
new chapter may have higher dues . 



H. a member may transfer VPLM funds when affiliating with another chapter in this Grand Jurisdiction. In the event 
the new chapter has higher dues, the VPLM will pay the difference in amount to equal twenty-one (21) times the 
yearly dues of the chapter to which they are affiliating. 
I. transfer ofVPLM, Memorial VPLM or Associate Memorial VPLM funds out oftbe Grand Jurisdiction ofTdaho 
shall not be permitted under any circumstance. 
J. in the event of a merger, the subordinate chapter Secretary receiving the Voluntary, Associate or Memorial Prepaid 
Life Membership shall inform the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer prior to December 31 of that year. 

Section 5. Memorial Voluntary Prepaid Life Membership: This membership may be purchased by others to honor a 
deceased member of this Grand Jurisdiction. A fee equal to twenty (20) times the yearly dues of the chapter shall be required. 
No per capita assessment shall be paid on Memorial VPLMs. 
Section 6. Associate Memorial Membership: This membership may be purchased by a subordinate chapter in the names of 
two or more deceased members when the chapter has accumulated a total amount equal to twenty (20) times the annual 
dues. No per capita assessment shall be paid on Associate Memorial Memberships. 
Section 7. Honorary Membership: This membership may be conferred only upon members of another chapter, by a motion 
and unanimous vote of the chapter extending the courtesy. The name of the member so honored shall not be listed with the 
regular membership. Honorary Members shall enjoy all privileges of membership except those of voting or holding office. 
No per capita assessment shall be paid on Honora1y Members. 

ARTICLE XVITT VISITORS 
Section 1. Visitors must present an official dues receipt to the Conductress or the Associate Conductress. A member of the 
Order shall have the right to visit any chapter, if there is no objection , provided they present an official dues receipt or a 
demit and have been properly vouched for or satisfactorily examined as prescribed in Rules and Regulations Article VTI, 
Section 3. 
Section 2. Any member shall have the unrestricted right to object to the visit of anyone not a member of their chapter 
provided that the objector be present and makes the objection to the Worthy Matron in person. The Wonhy Matron shall 
appoint a committee of three (3) members to hear the objection. lfthe committee upholds the objection, the visitor shall be 
requested to retire. Otherwise the visitor shall be allowed to remain. Lawful objections are: 

A. failure to exhibit an official dues receipt 
B. inability to pass a satisfactory examination 
C. unaffiliated with a demit more than one (I) year old 
D. under charges 

Rationale: 
• Modernized wording and as a result. changed some of the sentence structures to align . Removed gender 

references and standardize wording used throughout orher Articles within the Code and Digest. Added 
"Ulllform " in front of by -laws when referen cing chapter by-laws and added "special " in front of dispensations. 
Also changed per capita "tax ·· to per capita "assessment". As a result of changes, sequences were renumbers. 

• Removed obsolete and unnecessa,y sentences, such as references to Neiv Jersey, New York, and Scotland. 
• Changed the Certificate of Transfer validity from rhree months lo one years robe consistent with demits. 
• Added that a member may be honored by 11'1iatever chapter they choose if they are a plural member. Honors 

don 't have to be rhe member ·s prima, y chapter. 
• Clarified co11ferring honors upon a new fiftv-year member. 
• Deleted the requirement to verify qualificationsfi·om the member 's other chapters before granting Life 

Memberships. 
• Remo ved th e requirement lo pay for a VPLM in a member ·s primary chapter before being allowed to pay for a 

VPLM in another chapter to which the member belongs. 

Submitted by 

~~ 
Hermosa #32 
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Now reads : (write verbatim what is in the Code) 

ARTICLE XIX MERGER OF CHAPTERS 
When two (2) or more Chapters wish to merge , they shal l notify the Worthy Grand Matron of their desire and proceed according to the 
following example: The Chapter requesting the merger shall be designated as Chapter A , the other as Chapter B. 

A. Chapter A presents a resolution at a stated meeting naming the Chapter with which they desire to merge. 
B. The Secretary of Chapter A shall notify each member, by mail, of the proposed action at least thirty (30) days in advance of the 
time when the vote on the merger w ill take place. 
C. Tfa two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present is in favor of the merger, Chapter A shall submit a written request to Chapter B, 
and the Worthy Grand Matron advised of the action . 
D. The Secretary of Chapter A shal l notify all members and ascertain that all dues of all members arc cutTcnt. 
E. The request to Chapter B shall be accompanied by a financial statement and a list of the members in good standing, including the 
life memberships , if any. 
F. After the request of a merger has been read at a stated meeting of Chapter B, the Secretary sha ll notify each resident member, by 
mail , and the vote on the merger taken at the next stated meeting . 
G. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present of Chapter Bat the stated meeting sha ll be necessary for the acceptance of the 
merger. 
1-1. If Chapter B favors the merger, the Secretaty of Chapter B sha ll advise the Worthy Grand Matron and Chapter A. 
l. Chapter/\ at that time surrenders its Charter nnd cop ies of the Secret Work co the Wonhy Grand Matron . /\I I records, property. 
paraphernalia, and funds belonging to Chapter A shall be sent to Chapter B. TfVPLM investments are transferred , the Grand 
Secretary and Grand Treasurer shall be notified. (Refer to Article VI, Section 6 AE) 
J. Chapter B retains its name, number, charter, and by-laws. 
K. Any member of Chapter A who desires a de111it and is in good standing should request the sa111e before the last stated meeting of 
Chapter A. If a VPLM receives such a demit and transfers to a Chapter wh ich has higher dues , other than Chapter B, the usual 
increase in invest111ent wil l be required. If the demitted VPLM does not transfer to another Chapter, the investment and accrued 
interest becomes the property of Chapter B. 
L. Members in good standing in Chapter A, desiring to continue their membership in Chapter B , shal l be issued a current dues 
receipt for dues, without additiona l fees, by Chapter Bat the time of the merger, inc luding VPLM, Life Members and Golden Stars. 
They do not need to sign the by-laws of Chapter B. 
M. If the merger occurs at the end of the calendar year, dues wi II be payable to Chapter B on Janua1y 1st and a current dues receipt 
issued. 
N. When the merger is affec ted and granted under the signature of the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron , attested by 
the Grand Secretaiy under the sea l of the Grand Chapter, all members of Chapter A become members of Chapter B. The Secretary 
of Chapter B shal l notify all members that the merger has been gran ted. 
0 . Officers of Chapter B wil l remain in office until the next annual e lection and installation. 

ARTICLE XX INSTrTUTION OF CHAPTERS 
Section I. The institution of a new Chapter shall proceed as follows: 

A. A petition to form a new Chapter shall be obtained from the Wonhy Grand Patron . 
B. It shall be signed by at least eighteen (18) and not more than fifty (50) persons with proper Masonic standing or re lationship. 
C. Not less than two (2) affi li ated Master Masons and seven other members holding demits, Petitions fo r Plural Membership or 
Certiricates or Transfer f'ro111 regularly chartered Chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star shall be included in the list of petitioners. 
D. The petition for dispensation shall be sent to the Worthy Grand Patron and shall be accompanied by a fee of two hundred 
twenty-five dollars ($225.00) . The fo llowing supplies shall be issued to Chapters under dispensation: eighteen ( 18) Rituals, eight 
(8) cop ies of the Code and Digest. three (3) cop ies each of the Uniform By-Laws and Secret Work, twelve ( 12) copies each of 
Petitions for Membership, Petitions fo r Affi I iation. App li catio ns for Cert ificate of Transfer, Certificates of Transfer, and one (I) 
each , Signet, Gavel , Minute Rook, Membership Ledger, Secretary's Cash Book, Receipts for Dues, Book of Ry-Laws and 



Membership Roll , Warranc Book, Treasurer's Cash Book. Treasurer's Rece ipc Book and Officers, Members, and Visicors Register. 
E. Peticioners who are not members of the Order sha ll be balloted upon by only those ho lding a Demit or Certificate of Transfer 
who have signed the Petition for Dispensation. B.illoting shall be secret .ind in ch e presence of the Worchy Grand Parron . 
F. The Worthy Grand Patron shal l call a meeting of the signers o[ the petition for the purpose o[ electing by written ballot, Lhe 
Worthy Matron, Worchy Patron , Associate Marron, Assoc iate Patron, Secretary, Treasurer, Conduc tress and Associate Conductress. 
I. A majority vote of all signers present shall be necessary for an election. 2. Minutes of the meeting shall be kept and become a 
permanent record of the Cha peer. 
G. The Chapter shall be instituted by the Worthy Grand Parron following che granting of the dispensation . All petitioners shall be 
obligaced by the Tn stitucing Officer. Charter Members will be th ose obligaced at ch e time the Chapter is organized as well as those 
obligated and admiued during the peri od the Chapter wi ll work under Dispensation. 
H. The petitioners who have not been regularly initiated in a legally constituted or insticutecl Chapter uf the Order of the Eastern 
Star shall be initiated by a rnunesy initiat ion immecli ately following the inscicution ofche Chapter. 
l. The Worthy Grand Patron shall visit th e Chapter under di pensation as soon as possible after the instinition for the purpose of 
giving Ritualistic instruction . 
J. Any petitioner who signed the petition for dispensation and failed to be obligated at the instituting of the Chapter, must be 
initiated in the regular manner. 

Section 2.The Worthy Grand Patron shall use the ceremony for instiniting and constituting new Chapters of Eascern Star in ldaho as 
approved and adopted by the Grand Chapter session June I 0, 1954 and amended by the Grand Chapter session, June 6, 1972 which is 
fi led in the Grand Secretary's Office. 
Section 3. The Worthy Grand Patron , following the instituting of a new Chapter shall submit a report ro the Worthy Grand Matron and 
the Grand Secretary, which shall include the following: Names of assist ing Officers, names o[ the Officers of the new Chapter and 
minutes of the specia l session of Grand Chapter, al I of which shall be incorporated in the Grand Chapter Proceedings. 

ART ICLE XX I CHAPTERS UN DER DISPEl\SA TION 
Section 1. Chapcers under dispensation (U.D.) shall have all th e rights and privileges of chartered Chapters, except the installation of 
officers and representation in Grand Chapter. Officers of Chapters U.D. shal I be instructed but not installed . 
Section 2. Every Chapter U.D. shall forward to the Grand Secretary on or befo re June I following the dale of institution , the following : 

A. The Dispensation 
B. Two (2) copies of th e proposed By-Laws (approved and signed by the Worthy Grand Matron) The proposed By-Laws shall be 
referred to the Juri sprudence committee for approva l 
C. A record of its proceedings, and application for a Charter 

Section 3. No meeting shall be held by Chapter U.D. after the submission of the dispensation until a Charter or new Dispensati on has 
been issued from the Grand Chapter. 
Section 4. The Worchy Grand Matron shall have power to remove any officer or discipline any member of a Chapter U. D. 
Section 5. When a Charter is granted. the Worthy Matron, Worthy Parron, Associa te Matron. l\ssociate Patron, if present, may be 
installed at the Grand Chapter session and arc entitled to all the rights and privileges of a Grand Chapter Delegate. 

A. The newly installed officers shall be escorted to the Ea t lo r the presemation of' the Charter and By-Laws by Lhc Worthy Grand 
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron. 
B. The remaining Officers may be insta ll ed at the first meeting of the Chapter following the receipt of the Charter. 

ARTICLE XX II DISSOLUTION OF CHAPTERS 
Section I. Chapters may be dissolved by Grand Chapter or by vo luntary surrender. 

Section 2. Grand Chapter may suspend or revoke a Charter of a Chapter for the following: 
A. Disobedience to the Grand Chapter Laws and Regulations. 
B. Disregard of the authority of the Worthy Grand Matron or Worthy Grand Patron. 
C. Failure to meet fo r six (6) consecutive month s. 
D . Failure to make annual reports or pay per capita tax for two (2) yea rs. 

Section 3. The Charter of a Chapter shall nol bt: suspendecl without due notice, to give the Chapter the opportunity to correct the 
rnndition which prompted the suspension . A suspension by the Worthy Grand Matron shall not extend beyond the next annual session 
of the Grand Chapter. She may, at her discretion, set aside a suspension at any time. 
Section 4. A Chapter desiring to di sso lve by voluntarily surrendering its charter shall proceed as follows: 

A. A motion to surrender must be made in writing and read at a seated meeting. 
B. Every member must be notified at least four (4) weeks previous to the time of action upon the motion . 
C. A Charter shall not be surrendered i[ seven (7) members vote against the motion. 
D. Remitting dues and disposing of property preparatory to di sbanding is ill ega l. Section 5. In the event the Chapter di ssolves, it 
shall be the duty of the Worthy Matron to surrender the Chapter's Charter, para phernalia, all Chapter records and monies to the 
Worthy Grand Matron. 

Section 6. All members who are in good standing (refer to Rules and Regulations Article I, Section 3) at the time of surrender or 
revocation of the Chapter Charter shall be given a dem it. Any member who is in arrears may rece ive a demit by paying her/his dues in 
full. 

ARTICLE XX III REINSTATEMENT OF CHAPTE RS 
Section I . A petition for a dispensation to reinstate a defunct Chapter shall be as follows: 
A. The petition shall be signed by al least seven (7) members, one of whom must be a brother, who were in good standing (refer Lo 



Rules and Regulations Article I. Section 3) in the original Chapter. 
B. The request for the origin al Charter and number must be accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 
C. Upon reorganization , any monies, paraphernalia or proceeds from the sale of property surrendered to , or deposited wi th the Grand 
Chapter shall be returned , or an equivalent cash va lue shall be refunded to the reorganized Chapter. 
D. Any debt of the defunct Chapter remaining unpaid ro the Grand Chaprer, sha ll be deducted from the cash value returned to the 
reo rganized Chapter 

Changes: Delete old articles in their emirety and replace with new articles in their entirety. 
See detailed list under rationale at the end 
(Additions are the underlined black bold and deletions are red strikethroughs. Capitalization and punctuation 
(housekeeping) were changed but were 110! deleted or added, and therefore remain in regular black font.) 

ARTICLE XIX MERGER OF CHAPTERS 
When two (2) or more chapters wish to merge, they shall noti fy the Worthy Grand Matron of their desire and proceed 
according to the following example: The chapter requesting the merger shall be designated as Chapter A, the other as 
Chapter B. 

A. Chapter A presents a resolution at a stated meeting naming the chapter with which they desire to merge. 
B. The Secretary of Chapter A shall notify each member, ay mail, of the proposed action at least thirty (30) days in 
advance of the time when the vote on the merger will take place. 
C. Tfa two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present is in favor of the merger, Chapter A shall submit a written request 
to Chapter B, and the Worthy Grand Matron advised of the action. 
D. The Secretary of Chapter A shal I notify all members of the result of the vote and ascertain if #lat all dues of all 
members are current. 
E. The request to Chapter B shall be accompanied by a financial statement and a list of the members in good standing, 
including the life memberships, if any . 
F. After the request of a merger has been read at a stated meeting of Chapter B, the Secretary shall notify each resident 
member, by mail, that a aacl the vote on the merger will be taken at the next stated meeting. 
G. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present of Chapter Bat the stated meeting shall be necessary for the 
acceptance of the merger. 
H. If Chapter B favors the merger, the Secretary of Chapter B shall advise the Worthy Grand Matron and Chapter A. 
T. Chapter A at that time su1Tenders its charter and copies of the Secret Work to the Worthy Grand Matron . All records, 
property, paraphernalia, and funds belonging to Chapter A shall be sent to Chapter B. lfVPLM im•estments are 
transferred, tThe Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer shall also be notified. (Refer ta Article VJ, Sectien 6 AE) 
J. Chapter B retains its name, number, charter, and by-laws. 
K. Any member of Chapter A who desires a demit and is in good standing should request the same before the last stated 
meeting of Chapter A. If a VPLM receives such a demit and transfers to a chapter which has higher dues, other than 
Chapter B, the usual increase in investment will be required. If the demitted VPLM does not transfer to another chapter, 
the investment and accrued interest becomes the property of Chapter B. 
L. Members in good standing in Chapter A. desiring to continue their membership in Chapter B, sha ll be issued a 
current dues receipt for dttes, without additional fees , by Chapter B at the time of the merger, including VPLM, Life 
Members and Go lden Stars. They do not need to sign the by-laws of Chapter B. 
M. Tf the merger occw·s at the end of the ca lendar year, dues will be payable to Chapter B on January I st-and a current 
dues receipt issued. 
N. When the merger is affected and granted under the signature of the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron , 
attested by the Grand Secretary under the seal of the Grand Chapter, al I members of Chapter A become members of 
Chapter B. The Secretary of Chapter B sh al I notify al I members that the merger has been granted. 
0 . Officers of Chapter B wil l remain in office until the next annual elect ion and installation. 

ARTICLE XX INSTITUTION OF CHAPTERS 
Section 1. The institut ion of a new chapter shall proceed as fo ll ows: 

A. A petition to form a new chapter shall be obtained from the Worthy Grand Patron. 
B. 1t shall be signed by at least eighteen(] 8) and not more than fifty (50) persons with proper Masonic standing or 
relationship. 
C. Not less than two (2) affiliated Master Masons and seven other members holding demits, Petitions for Plural 
Membership or Cenificates of Transfer from regularly chartered chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star shall be 
included in the list of petitioners. 
D. The petition fo r dispensation shall be sent ro the Wo,thy Grand Patron and shall be accompanied by a fee of two 
hundred twenty-five dollars ($225.00). The following supplies shall be issued Lo chapters under dispensation: eighteen 
( 18) Rituals, eight (8) eopies of the Code aRd Digest, three (3) sepies eash ef the Unifunn By Lavis and four (4) copies 



of the Secret Work, twe!Ye (12) copies each of Petitioas for Membershi19, Petitiees fer Affiliation, ,A,pplieatioes fer 
Certificate of Transfer, Cet1ificates of Transfer, and one (I) each, Signet, Gavel , Minute Book, Membership Ledger, 
Secretary's Cash Book, Receipts for Dues, Book of By-Laws and Membership Roll , Wan-ant Book, Treasurer's Cash 
Book, Treasurer's Receipt Book and Officers, Members, and Visitors Register. 
E. Petitioners who are not members of the Order shall be balloted upon by only those holding a Demit or Certificate of 
Transfer who have signed the Petition for Dispensation. Balloting shall be in accordance with the Ritual seeret-and in 
the presence of the Worthy Grand Patron. 
F. The Worthy Grand Patron shall call a meeting of the signers of the petition for the purpose of electing by VffitteA 
eallet,-the Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron, Associate Patron, Secretary, Treasurer, Conductress and 
Associate Conductress. 
1. A majority vote of all signers present shall be necessary for an election . 
2. Minutes of the meeting shall be kept and become a permanent record of the Chapter. 
G. The chapter shall be instituted by the Worthy Grand Patron following the granting of the dispensation . All 
petitioners shall be obligated by the Instituting Officer. Charter Members will be those obligated at the time the chapter 
is organized as well as those obligated and admitted duTing the period the chapter wi ll work under Dispensation. 
H. The petitioners who have not been regularly initiated in a legally constituted or instituted chapter of the Order of the 
Eastern Star shal l be initi ated by a courtesy initiation immediatel y following the institution of the chapter. 
T. The Worthy Grand Patron sha ll visit the chapter under dispensation as soon as possible after the institution for the 
purpose of giving Ritualistic instruction. 
J. Any petitioner who signed the petition for dispensation and fai led to be obli ga ted at the instituting of the chapter, 
must be initiated in the regular manner. 

Section 2. The Worthy Grand Patron sha ll use the most current ceremony for instituting and constituting new chapters of 
The Order of the Eastern Star in Idaho as approved and adopted by the Grand Chapter of Idaho, sessioa JW1e 10, 1954 Elfld 
emeaded by the GraHd Chapter sessioa, Jl!fle 6, 1972 which is on filea-+ft with the Grand Secretaiy's Offiee. 
Section 3. The Worthy Grand Patron, following the instituting of a new chapter, shall submit a report to the Wo11hy Grand 
Matron and the Grand Secretary, which shall include the following: Names of assisting Officers, names of the Officers of 
the new chapter and minutes of the special session of Grand Chapter, all of which shall be incorporated in the Grand 
Chapter Proceedings. 

ARTICLE XXI CHAPTERS UNDER DISPENSATION 
Section 1. Chapters under dispensation (U.D.) shall have all the rights and privileges of chartered chapters, except the 
installation of officers and representation in Grand Chapter. Officers of chapters U.D. shall be instructed but not installed. 
Section 2. Every chapter U.D. shall forward send to the Grand Secretaty on or before June I following the date of 
institution, the following: 

A. the Dispensation 
B. Two (2) three (3) copies of the proposed Uniform By-Laws (approved and signed by the Wo11hy Grand Matron) . 
The proposed Uniform By-Laws shall then be referred to the Jurisprudence committee for approval. 
C. a record of its proceedings and application for a Charter 

Section 3. No meeting shall be held by~ chapter U. D. after the submission of the dispensation until a Cha11er or new 
Dispensation has been issued from the Grand Chapter. 
Section 4. The Worthy Grand Matron shall have the power to remove any officer or discipline any member of a chapter 
U.D. 
Section 5. When a Charter is granted. the Wo11hy Matron, Wo11hy Patron, Associate Matron, Associate Patron, if present, 
may be install ed at the Grand Chapter session and are entitled to all the rights and privileges ofa Grand Chapter Delegate. 

A. The newly installed officers sha ll be escorted to the East for the presentation of the Charter and By-Laws by the 
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron. 
B. The remain ing Officers may be installed at the first meeting of the chapter following the receipt of the Charter. 

ARTICLE xxn DISSOLUTlON OF CHAPTERS 
Section 1. Chapters may be dissolved by Grand Chapter or by voluntary surrender. 
Section 2. Grand Chapter may suspend or revoke a Charter of a chapter for the following: 

A. Disobedience to the Grand Chapter Laws and Regulations. 
B. Disregard of the authority of the Worthy Grand Matron or Worthy Grand Patron. 
C. Failure to meet for six (6) consecutive months. 
D. Failure to make annual reports or pay per capita assessment ** for two (2) years. 

Section 3 . The Charter of a chapter shall not be suspended without due notice to give the chapter the opportunity to con-ect 
the condition which prompted the suspension. A suspension by the Wo11hy Grand Matron shall not extend beyond the next 
annual session of the Grand Chapter. She may, at her discretion, set aside a suspension at any time. 



Section 4. A chapter desiring to dissolve by voluntarily surrendering its chatter shall proceed as follows: 
A. A motion to su1Tender must be made in writing and read at a stated meeting. 
B . Every member must be notified at least four ( 4) weeks previous to the time of action upon the motion. 
C. A Charter shall not be sunendered unless a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present is in favor of the 
surrender.if seYeR (7) members Yote against the motioR. 
D. Remitting dues and disposing of property preparatOI)' prior to disbanding is illegal. 

Section 5. In the event the chapter dissolves, it shall be the duty of the Worthy Matron to surrender the chapter's Charter. 
paraphernalia, all copies of the Secret Work, all permanent chapter records (minutes, financial records, and the 
membership ledgers) and monies to the Worthy Grand Matron. Chapter paraphernalia shall be disposed of at the 
discretion of the chapter members. 
Section 6. All members who are in good standing (refer to Rules and Regulations Article I , Section 3) at the time of 
SUITender or revocation of the chapter Charter shall be given a demit. Any member who is in arrears may receive a demit by 
paying he#hi-s- their dues in full. 

ARTICLE XX.III REINSTATEMENT OF CHAPTERS 
Section 1. A petition for a dispensation to reinstate a defunct chapter shall be as follows: 
A. The petition shall be signed by at least seven (7) members, one of whom must be a Brother, who were in good standing 
(refer to Rules and Regulations Article 1, Section 3) in the original chapter. 
B. The request for the original Charter and number must be accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 
C. Upon reorganization, any moni es, paraphernalia or proceeds from the sale of property surrendered to , or deposi ted with 
the Grand Chapter shall be returned, or an equiva lent cash va lue shall be refunded to the reorganized chapter. 
D. Any debt of the defunct chapter remaining unpaid to the Grand Chapter shall be deducted from the cash value returned 
to the reorganized chapter. 

Would then read : 

ARTICLE XIX MERGER OF CHAPTERS 
When two (2) or more chapters wish to merge, they sha ll notify the Worthy Grand Matron of their desire and proceed 
according to the following example: The chapter requesting the merger shall be designated as Chapter A, the other as Chapter 
B. 

A. Chapter A presents a resolution at a stated meeting naming the chapter with which they desire to merge. 
B. The Secretary of Chapter A shall not ify each member of the proposed action at least thirty (30) days in advance of 
the time when the vote on the merger will take place. 
C. If a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members pre ent is in favor of the merger, Chapter A shall submit a written request 
to Chapter B, and the Worthy Grand Macron advised of the action . 
D. The Secretary of Chapter A shall notify all members of the result of the vo te and ascertain if dues of all members arc 
current. 
E. The request to Chapter B shall be accompanied by a financial statement and a I ist of the members in good standing, 
including the life memberships , if any. 
F. After the request of a merger has been read at a stated meeting of Chapter B, the Secretary shall notify each resident 
member that a vote on the merger will be taken at the next stated meeting. 
G. A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present of Chapter Bat the stated meeting shall be necessary for the 
acceptance of the merger. 
H. If Chapter B favors the merger, the Secretary of Chapter B shall advise the Wotihy Grand Matron and Chapter A. 
T. Chapter A at that time surrenders its charter and copies of the Secret Work to the Worthy Grand Matron. All records, 
property, paraphernalia , and funds belonging to Chapter A shall be sent to Chapter B. The Grand Secretary and Grand 
Treasurer shall also be notifi ed. 
J. Chapter B retains its name, number, charter, and by-laws. 
K. Any member of Chapter A who des ires a demit and is in good standing should request the same before the last stated 
meeting of Chapter A. lf a VPLM receives such a demit and transfers to a chapter which has higher dues , other than 
Chapter 8 , the usual increase in investment will be required. lf lhe <lemined VPLM does not transfer to another chapter, 
the invescmenr and accrued interest becomes the property of Chapter B. 
L. Members in good standing in Chapter A, desiring to continue their membership in Chapter B, shall be issued a 
cunent dues receipt without additional fees, by Chapter B at the time of the merger, including VPLM. Life Members 
and Golden Stars. They do not need to sign the by-laws of Chapter B. 
M. Tf the merger occurs at the end of the calendar year, dues will be payable to Chapter B on January 1 and a current 
dues receipt issued. 



N. When the merger is affected and granted under the signature of the Worthy Grand Matron an<l Worthy Grand Patron, 
attested by the Grand Secretary under the sea l of the Grand Chapter, all members of Chapter A become members of 
Chapter B. The Secretary of Chapter B shall notify all members that the merger has been granted. 
0. Officers of Chapter B will remain in office until the next annual election and installation. 

ARTICLE XX TNSTTTUTJON OF CHAPTERS 
Section t. The institution of a new chapter shall proceed as follows: 

A. a petition to fom1 a new chapter shall be obtained from the Worthy Grand Parron . 
B. it shall be signed by at least eighteen (18) and not more than fifty (50) persons with proper Masonic standing or 
relationship. 
C. not less than two (2) affiliated Master Masons and seven other members holding demits, Petitions for Plural 
Membership or Certificates of Transfer from regularly chartered chapters of the Order of the Eastern Star sha ll be 
included in the list of petitioners. 
D. the petition for dispensation shall be sent to the Worthy Grand Patron and shall be accompanied by a fee of two 
hundred twenty-five dollars ($225.00). The fo ll owing suppl ies shall be issued to chapters under dispensation: eighteen 
(18) Rituals, four (4) copies of the Secret Work, and one (l) each: Signet, Gavel, Minute Book, Membership Ledger, 
Secretary's Cash Book, Receipts for Dues, Book of By-Laws and Membership Roll, Wa1i-ant Book, Treasurer's Cash 
Book, Treasurer's Receipt Book and Officers, Members, and Visitors Register. 
E. petitioners who are not members of the Order shall be balloted upon by only those holding a Demit or Ce11ificate of 
Transfer who have signed the Petition for Dispensation. Balloting shall be in accordance with the Ritual and in the 
presence of the Worthy Grand Patron. 
F. the Worthy Grand Patron shall ca ll a meeting of the signers of the petition for the purpose of electing the Worthy 
Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron, Associate Patron, Secretary, Treasurer, Conductress and Associate 
Conductress. 

1. A majority vote of all signers present shall be necessary for an election. 
2. Minutes of the meeting shall be kept and become a permanent record of the Chapter. 

G. the chapter shall be instituted by the Worthy Grand Patron following the granting of the dispensation. All petitioners 
shall be ob ligated by the lnstirnring Officer. Charter Members wi ll be those obligated at the time the chapter is 
organized as well as those obligated and admitted during the period the chapter will work under Dispensation. 
H. the petitioners who have not been regularly initiated in a legally constituted or instituted chapter of the Order of the 
Eastern Star shal l be initiated by a courtesy initiation immediately fo llowi ng the institution of the chapter. 
I. the Worthy Grand Patron shall visit the chapter under dispensation as soon as possible after the institution for the 
purpose of giving Ritualistic instruction. 
J. any petitioner who signed the petition for dispensation and failed to be obligated at the instituting of the chapter, must 
be initiated in the regular manner. 

Section 2. The Wo1thy Grand Patron shall use the most current ceremony for instirnting and constirnting new chapters of The 
Order of the Eastern Star in Ldabo as approved and adopted by the Grand Chapter of ldaho, which is on file with the Grand 
Secretary. 
Section 3. The Wo1thy Grand Patron, fol lowi ng the instituting of a new chapter, shall submit a report to the Worthy Grand 
Matron and the Grand Secretary, which shal l include the following: Names of assisting Officers, names of the Officers of the 
new chapter and minutes of the special session of Grand Chapter, all of which shall be incorporated in the Grand Chapter 
Proceedings. 

ARTICLE XXI CHAPTERS UNDER DISPENSATION 
Section 1. Chapters under dispensation (U.D.) shal l have all the rights and privileges of chartered chapters, except the 
insta ll ation of officers and representation in Grand Chapter. Officers of chapters U.D. shall be instructed but not installed. 
Section 2. Every chapter U.D. shall send to the Grand Secretary on or before June I following the date of instirntion, the 
following: 

A. the Dispensation 
B. three (3) copies of the proposed Uniform By-Laws (approved and signed by the Worthy Grand Matron). The 
proposed Uniform By-Laws shall then be referred to the Jurisprudence committee for approva l. 
C. a record of its proceedings and application for a Charter 

Section 3 . No meeting shall be held by a chapter U.D. after the submission of the dispensation until a Charter or new 
Dispensation has been issued from the Grand Chapter. 
Section 4. The Worthy Grand Matron shall have the power to remove any officer or discipline any member of a chapter U.D. 
Section 5. When a Charter is granted, the Worthy Matron, Worthy Patron, Associate Matron, Associate Patron , if present, 
may be installed at the Grand Chapter session and are entitled to all the rights and privileges of a Grand Chapter Delegate. 



A. The newly installed officers shall be escorted to the Grand East for the presentation of the Chatter and By-Laws by 
the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron. 
B. The remaining Officers may be installed at the first meeting of the chapter following the receipt of the Charter. 

ARTICLE XXII DISSOLUTION OF CHAPTERS 
Section 1. Chapters may be dissolved by Grand Chapter or by voluntary su1Tender. 
Section 2. Grand Chapter may suspend or revoke a Charter of a chapter for the following: 

A. disobedience to the Grand Chapter Laws and Regulations. 
B. disregard of the authority of the Worthy Grand Matron or Worthy Grand Patron. 
C. failure to meet for six (6) consecutive months. 
D. failure to make annual reports or pay per capita assessment for two (2) years . 

Section 3. The Charter of a chapter shall not be suspended without due notice to give the chapter the opportunity to correct 
the condition whic h prompted the suspension . A suspension by the Worthy Grand Matron shall not extend beyond the next 
annual session of the Grand Chapter. She may, at her discretion, set aside a suspension at any time. 
Section 4. A chapter desiring to dissolve by voluntarily sunendering its charter shall proceed as follows: 

A. a motion to sunender must be made in writing and read at a stated meeting. 
B. every member must be notified at least four ( 4) weeks previous to the time of action upon the motion. 
C. a Charter shall not be surrendered unless a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present is in favor of the surrender 
D. remitting dues and disposing of property prior to disbanding is illegal. 

Section 5. Tn the event the chapter dissolves, it shall be the duty of the Worthy Matron to surrender the chapter's Charter, all 
copies of the Secret Work, all pcrmancm chapter records (m inutes , financial records , and the membership ledgers) and monies 
to the Worthy Grand Matron. Chapter paraphernalia sha ll be disposed of at the discrcti on of the chapter members. 
Section 6. All members who are in good standing (Refer ro Rul es and Regulations Article I, Section 3) at the time of surrender 
or revocation of the chapter Charter sha ll be given a demit. Any member who is in arrears may receive a demit by paying 
their dues in full. 

ARTICLE XX.Ill REINSTATEMENT OF CHAPTERS 
Section 1. A peri rion for a dispensation to reinstate a defunct chapter shall be as follows : 

A. the petition shall be signed by at least seven (7) members , one of whom must be a Brother, who were in good 
standing (Refer to Rules and Regulations Atiicle l , Section 3) in the original chapter. 
B . the request for the original Charter and number must be accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars ($ 100.00) . 
C. upon reorganization, any monies , paraphernalia or proceeds from the sa le of property surrendered to , or deposited 
with the Grand Chapter shall be returned, or an equivalent cash va lue shall be refunded to the reorganized chapter. 
D. any debt of the defunct chapter remaining unpaid ro the Grand Chapter shall be deducted from the cash value 
returned to the reorganized chapter. 

Rationale: 
• Modernized wording and as a result, changed some of the senten.ce s tructures to alig n. 
• Removed gender ref erences and standardize wording used throughout other Articles within the Code and Digest. 

Added "Uniform " infi'ont of by -laws when ref erencing chapter by-laws and added "special" infi'ont of 
dispensations. Changed per capita "tax " to per capita "assessment" 

• Updated the supplies list to be provided to newly instituted chapters. 
• Deleted the reference to the outdated ceremony for instituting new chapters to obtain the most current ceremony on 

file with the Grand Secretmy . 
• Changed wording regarding voting requirements and handling of chapter records and paraphernalia when a 

chapter surrenders their charier so it is consistent with other parts qf the Cude and Digest. 

Submitted by 

J an,i,c,e, 13rowrv 

Henrietta Chapter No. 21 
~~ 
Hermosa #32 




